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YOU ARE YOUR CAR. 
YOUR CAR IS YOU. 
EASTERN PHILOSOPHY? 
NO, JUST REAL LIFE 


Any driving instructor will tell you, look where you want 
the car to go. Because if you look at the thing you’re trying 
to avoid, you’ll hit it. It’s just one of the ways that cars are 
extensions of our bodies. 

How often do you see drivers slow down when they start 
driving up a hill? I call it Flintstoning, as if the driver’s legs 
are a blur pushing the car along through a hole in the floor, 
but they just can’t nnaintain their pace up a hill. Unless 
you’re in a rented nnoving van and the engine is already 
nnaxed out, it’s really just a psychological quirk; “I’nn going 
uphill, which is harder.” No it’s not, just push the accelerator 
down another centinneter. 

And any driver’s first instinct in a crash isn’t to say, “He 
hit nny car” - we say, “He hit me.” 

You are your car. Your car is you. 

That’s not to say you can instantly judge every driver by 
his wheels, like sonne autonnotive Rorschach test, that ink- 
blot test shrinks use to exannine how your grey skull-fat 
works. (Psychologist; “You interpreted all these ink blots as 
pornography. I think you have a serious disorder.” Patient; 
“Me? You’re the one with all the dirty pictures! ”) 

Just because you drive a Panannera doesn’t 
autonnatically nnean you have nnacular degeneration, nor 
does driving a Cannry always nnean you have low self- 
esteenn; but it’s not hard to see how people nnake those 
assunnptions. Although if you’re driving a police car and 
you’re not a police officer, you nnight have sonne issues to 
work through. 

But we can judge you by how you drive. If you park over 
two spaces; you’re a dick. If you hold up traffic because 
you were too dopey to get in the turning lane; you’re 
selfish. If you don’t know how to nnerge; you’re a nnoron. 

But if you drive well, and give a crap about the other 
drivers on the road, and don’t have bunnper stickers about 
innnnigration or how nnany fannily nnennbers you have... well, 
you nnight be spared when the revolution connes. 
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AUSTRALIA 


STOP! If that’s not enough awesomeness, hop over the digital fence to TopGear.com/au where you’ll find 
original stories every day, cool car galleries, funny pictures and everything else you’ve come to expect from 
Australia’s best motoring magazine*. (*As confirmed by an independent team of scientists). 
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is perfect. 

Taylor 


008 SEPTEMBER 2015 ^ topgear.com 










www.castroledge.com.au 




JAGUAR CHOOSES 
CASTROL EOGE 

OUR STRONGEST OIL 


Boosted with TITANIUM fST™', Castrol EDGE is our strongest and most advanced 
range of engine oils ever. Its TITANIUM FSV** doubles its film strength, preventing 
oil film breakdown and reducing friction. This gives you the confidence to be in 
perfect sync with your car and push the boundaries of performance. That's why 
Castrol EDGE is recommended by Jaguar. 


STRENGTH FOR 
MAXIMUM PERFORMANCE 


^Castrol 


r 


Castrol EDGE is TITANIUM STRONG. 



SUBSCRIBE TO 

TOPGEAR 


WItGear 

GPO BOX 4088, SYDNEY, NSW, 2001 
PHONE: (02) 9282 8000 

WWW.TOPGEAR.COM 


EDITOR TIM KEEN 

ART DIRECTOR BEN STEWART 
ROAD TEST EDITOR JAMES CLEARY 
DESIGNER LEMUEL CASTILLO 


2IN1BBQ 
AND COOLER 
BAG 


CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 

JASON BARLOW, STEPHEN CORBY, TOM FORD, RICHARD HAMMOND, PAUL HORRELL, 
JAMES MAY, OLLIE MARRIAGE, PETER MCKAY, SAM PHILIP, DAN READ, BEN SMITHURST, 
JAMES STANFORD, PIERS WARD, BORIS MIHAILOVIC 


CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS 

YIANNI ASPRADAKIS, CHRIS BENNY, LEE BRIMBLE, CRISTIAN BRUNELLI, SIMON DARBY, 
ROWAN HORNCASTLE, BORIS HORVAT, JUSTIN LEIGHTON, JAKE MCBRIDE, RIPLEY & 
RIPLEY, TOBIAS SAGMEISTER, THOMAS WIELECKI, JOE WINDSOR-WILLIAMS 



CONTRIBUTING ILLUSTRATORS 

MARC JENNINGS, SHED UK, THE COMIC STRIPPER, 


WWW.TOPGEAR.COM 
PRODUCER RAHNI NEWSOME 
NEWS MEDIA EDITOR (UK) CHRIS MOONEY 
NEWS MEDIA TEAM (UK) TONY ADEBOWALE, KATIE JOHNSON, VIJAY PATTNI 


^ JUST S69.95 for 12 issues of TopGear 

AusirsHs magaiine 

^ ONLY $5.83 per issue, instead of $8.95 
in stores! 

^ FREE 2-in1 BBQ and Cooler bag 

^ FREE home delivery of TopGear 
Australia magazine every month 


IMMEDIATE MEDIA CO 

CHAIRMAN STEPHEN ALEXANDER 

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN PETER PHIPPEN 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TOM BUREAU 
HEAD OF LICENSING AND SYNDICATION JOANNA MARSHALL 
INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS MANAGER ALEKSANDRA NOWACKA 


GROUP SALES MANAGER MATT RICE 02 9263 9706 
VIC SALES MANAGER ALISON BRADFIELD 03 9567 4144 
NSW SALES MANAGER MAX KOLOMIIETS 02 8275 6486 
OLD SALES MANAGER TODD ANDERSON 07 3245 5049 

ADVERTISING PRODUCTION DOMINIC ROY 


CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER DAVID GOODCHILD 
DIRECTOR OF SALES LEIGH MONTI 
PUBLISHER - SPECIALIST DIVISION CORNELIA SCHULZE 
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER - SPECIALIST DIVISION EWEN PAGE 
COMMERCIAL MANAGER - SPECIALIST DIVISION CHRISTY TROLLIP 
GROUP MARKETING MANAGER ROSALIND LILL-LUSBY 
BRAND MANAGER GEORGIA MAVRAKAKIS 
GROUP CIRCULATION MANAGER - SPECIALIST DIVISION PAUL WEAVING 
DIRECTOR, MEDIA PUBLIC AFFAIRS & BRAND EVENTS DEBORAH THOMAS 
RESEARCH DIRECTOR JUSTIN STONE 



BBC WORLDWIDE MAGAZINES TOPGEAR UK TEAM 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLISHING NICHOLAS BRETT MANAGING DIRECTOR TOP GEAR, UK ADAM WADDELL 
HEAD OF PUBLISHING CHRIS KERWIN PUBLISHER SIMON CARRINGTON 

HEAD OF EDITORIAL JENNY POTTER EDITOR IN CHIEF CHARLIE TURNER 

PUBLISHING COORDINATOR EVA ABRAMIK ASSOCIATE EDITOR TOM FORD 

CREATIVE DIRECTOR IAN STEVENS 
ART DIRECTOR OWEN NORRIS 



HOWTO CONTACT US 

luiries: (02) 9282 8000 
Existing and new subscriptions: 

116 (8am-6pm EST Monday-Friday) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


SUBSCRIPTIONS EMAIL 

agshoi 


967, Sydney, NSW 
: topgear@>bauer-n 


, Reply Paid 


CROUP 

ISSN 1837-4050 




EVERY TIME MICHELIN TYRES 
WIN ON TRACK, YOU WIN TOO! 

VISIT www.michelin.com.au 


After being tested in the extreme conditions 
of a race track, innovations that help our race 


MiCHELIN 

Tota/ Perfamiaoce 


partners are transferred into our passenger car 




MEET YOER ]\IEW 
H08T OF HE YALKS 

FIB8T CARi, FEBRARIN 
AADTHEFETURE 
OF TOPGEAR 


CHARLIE TURNER / 


ALEX HOWE 





TOPGEAR.coM ^ SEPTEMBER 2015 


1 






‘‘The question wasn’t 
’Why would you do it?’ 
but ’Why wouldn’t you?”’ 

CHRIS EVANS ON TAKING THE TG JOB 


hris Evans does not have a 
problem with multitasking. A 
point whieh beeomes 
inereasingly elear as I sit 
in the London studio of his 
BBC Radio 2 breakfast show 
and wateh him simultaneously 
proeess instruetions from his 
produetion team, read edited 
snippets that fire in at an 
ineomprehensible rate from 
every multimedia ehannel and 
absorb the daily papers. 

He is also loading, fading 
and generally masterminding every aspeet of the broadeast, with the 
eonstant eountdown from one item on the playlist to the next elieking 
away portentously in the baekground. He’s also answering questions 
from me as the musie plays, and doesn’t appear to be intelleetually 
overloaded. At all. It’s... impressive. 

It’s also extremely organised ereative ehaos. Clearly, you have to 
work ineredibly hard to make it all sound effortless. Still, if you want to 
ehat to 11 million people for three hours every day, operate as the 
nation’s 'human alarm eloek’ and not have any embarrassing pauses, 
you’d better have a gameplan. 

And plans are one thing Evans seems to have in abundanee. 

He’s been an enduring part of British media for years and now 

- as you may have heard - he’s taking on perhaps the biggest TV 
job... In The World. 

What’s also erystal elear is that Chris Evans is a ear person, and 
those petrolhead genes run deep. His eurrent - and brilliantly eeleetie 

- ear eolleetion ineludes a LaFerrari, an Aston DBS Convertible, a 
Rolls-Royee Corniehe, the last ever 328 GTS (presented to Nigel 
Mansell after the Brazilian GP), a VW T5 Camper Van (ealled Buzz), 
an original Daimler Dart poliee ear and... Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. 
Whieh is a eonversation starter if ever I’ve heard one. 

His baek eatalogue of ownership ineludes a MeLaren FI, three 
Ferrari California Spyders (one owned by the legendary James 
Coburn) and a hen’s tooth Ferrari 250 CTO, as well as a number of 
other highlights that’d leave most of our petrolhead addietions sated in 
perpetuity. So it probably makes sense to begin at the beginning. 

TOPGEAR: What started your love affair with ears? 

CHRIS EVANS: I always answer this question with Magnum PI 
and the Ferrari 308 GTS, but when I think baek, it was things like 
Magnum, The New Avengers with the XJS, eop shows generally, 
definitely The Professionals. I thought the RS2000 in The Professionals 
was off-the-eharts. So, aetually, the answer is television. 


TG: And your first car? 

CE: My first ear was bought by my mum. It was a Mini, registration 
number VJA 879K, in Blaze. It still exists, I tried to buy it baek last 
year, but they started taking the miekey with the money. The seeond 
ear I ever bought was a Mklll Triumph Spitfire, whieh was stunning 
and didn’t really work at all, but we fixed it and got it going. 

The third ear I bought was an MGB roadster, whieh I eouldn’t 
afford. I was a mobile DJ at the time and had massive speakers. 

Every other DJ had a van, but I didn’t - I had an MGB roadster. 

So I used to take six trips to go to the pubs, taking one speaker at a 
time, then the reeords, then the lightbox and so on. It didn’t matter, 
beeause what that meant was I got to drive my ear with the roof down, 
so I didn’t eare. 

I aetually thought I had beeome addieted to ears later on in life, but 
if I think about it. I’ve always bought ears that affeeted my life in a 
negative way other than in my ear world. I eouldn’t afford them, they 
were impraetieal, they didn’t work properly, the insuranee was too 
high, all that kind of stuff. 

TG: So what is it that makes cars special to you? 

CE: It’s the romanee, sensing some of the things my heroes did: Steve 
MeQueen, James Dean, Bodie and Doyle [from The Professionals]. The 
ehie, the panaehe. I’m not into watehes or elothes. I’m into ears. Last 
night, I got far too exeited about five ears and that was without looking 
on the internet. An internet ear session ean roll into hours. 

TG: But do you think Magnum is responsible for your love affair 
with Ferrari? 

CE: I think so, I think that’s absolutely true, along with Gilles 
Villeneuve - No. 27 and all that, beeause they were red and all sueh 
eool ears and sueh eool guys. 

TG : You are a Ferrari aficionado, but why have them in white? 

CE: Well, when you own your first Ferrari, you are in reverenee of 
it beeause you think, “Oh my God it’s a Ferrari.” No, no, YOU’VE 
got to own it - it ean’t own you. So, when I had the idea to ereate 
the 'Magnifieent Seven’ for Children in Need, the James Coburn 
Cali Spyder was blaek, and that’s the head of the snake, and the rest 
were the white body behind. I love John Lennon, the White Album, 
so went for that... also Ferraris just look stunning in white. 

People say “Oh, they shouldn’t be white.” Well, that’s beeause 
they haven’t looked at enough Ferraris. I struggle to appreeiate 
any red ones nowadays other than the absolute elassies. 

TG: What’s the one car decision you regret the most? 

CE: I don’t regret any of them, beeause they’re all lessons. 

That’s the best thing about mistakes, they’re the best lessons in 
the world. Mistakes teaeh you how not to do something, whieh is 
brilliant beeause you ean’t buy that adviee. You ean pay for it, but you 
ean’t buy it. The most money I’ve lost on a ear is ?7million - I bought 
the Coburn ear for ?12m and sold it for ^5m beeause it had the wrong 
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engine, whieh I didn’t know at the time beeause 
I hadn’t done my researeh properly. Other ears 
have brought me mueh joy, Fangio’s World 
Championship-winning 860 Monza was a bit of 
a wow. Super, super good-looking ehariot. 

TG ; We get the keys to everything. What are 
you itching to drive? 

CE:The DBIO, Bond’s new ear, that’s what I’m 
itehing to drive at the moment. 

But there’s so mueh good stuff 
around. Honestly, anything from 
Land Rover or Bentley I look 
forward to. I know they’re the 
bigger and the flashier ears, but I 
look at the masterful engineering 
of Rolls-Royee at Goodwood and 
think, “Yeah, I want a bit of 
that.” But then there’s smaller 
stuff, the independents, whieh 
are always interesting. I like the 
ears that have ehanged my mind 
on things like stop/start. Hybrid 
teehnology and where it’s all 
going faseinates me. 

Also, how far ean new ear design go when 
speed and power are now way past what is at all 
sensible? Cars are getting faster all the time, yet 
roads are getting busier and speed limits are 
eoming down if anything, instead of up. It’s like 
the superear manufaeturers know something 
we don’t, otherwise why would they still 
bother? The other great modern-day irony is FI 
is eonsiderably slower now than in its speed- 
happy heyday. I don’t get that at all, espeeially 


when it’s also mueh safer. Diseuss. 

Then there’s the potential saerilege of 
Bentley and their Bentayga, their SUV that 
threatens to outstrip the Range Rover for posh. 
TG: What do you think about that? 

CE:The same as I always think when a ear 
manufaeturer steps out of its/our eomfort zone. 
Please don’t; we love you for what you do best. 


But I’m ALWAYS wrong. Diversifieation is the 
name of the game even for the likes of Porsehe, 
Rolls, Ferrari and MeLaren with its new baby 
boomer 540 and 570S. I hear Lamborghini 
fans are also about to be able to Lambo up the 
sehoolrun with the Urus. I don’t know whether 
to seream, ery or just leave. 

On the other hand, I don’t mind at all 
things like Honda bringing baek the NSX. All 
aluminium from eollar to euffs baek in the day 


and now as a super-eomplex AWD hybrid 
superear. Yes, please, ean’t wait. And as for 
Ford with their GT raeing at Le Mans next year, 
50 years after they won the raee, and teeing up 
a elassie Ferrari vs Ford battle, I think they are 
pretty mueh on the money with everything 
they’re doing at the moment. The unbelievably 
silly and pointless but brilliantly affordable 
Mustang in RHD for the first time ever and 
their eontinued dominanee of the budget family 
eargo ship market. Plus they really have been 
very savvy in their loyalty to their hot-hateh/RS 
market. 

TG: All petrolheads have in their heads a 
three-car garage, which is in a constant 
state of flux. What’s yours? 

CE: My old 1960 250 SWB Ferrari California 
Spyder, the MeLaren FI that I never drove but 
NOT IN SILVER - yawn - and that first ear, the 
Mini my mum took out a 500 quid loan to get 
me started with. 

TG: Why? 

CE : You don’t have to disseet a ear (you ean if 
you want), but it’s just a gut feeling. I think the 
Cali Spyder is the most beautiful ear ever 
ereated. The MeLaren is both modern and 
timeless, almost impossible to aehieve and 
eould no longer be produeed due to all the 
hand-tying, ereativity-stunting European rules 
and regulations. And the Mini as it is the ear 
that means the most to me. 

TG: So, TopGear. You said you “wouldn’t run 
for office”, but now you’re in the office. How 
did that happen? 

CE: I honestly didn’t think I would get 
the phone eall - I was amazed that I did, 
to be honest. I ruled myself out beeause 
I didn’t want to be part of all the nonsense 
that was going on. But then the situation 
ehanged, and I wasn’t stepping on anybody’s 
graves or toes. I was aetually in 
the middle of preparing for a 
show, talking to my produeer, and 
he said, “Why would you not do 
this?” And that’s the question. 

It wasn’t “Why would you do it?” 
but “Why wouldn’t you?” 

If I make television 
programmes for a living and love 
motor ears and love the biggest 
ehallenge in the world, why 
wouldn’t I do it? So, 20 minutes 
later I phoned baek and said, 
“Yeah, I’ll do it.” 

TG: Is this the most challenging 
thing you’ve done? 

CE: This is, without doubt, the most 
ehallenging thing I have ever done in my eareer. 
When I took over Terry’s [Wogan - the 
previous Radio 2 host] show, people kept saying 
I had “big shoes to fill”, and they’re saying it 
again now. I don’t mean they’re wrong or 
they’re right, it’s just sueh a predietable thing 
to say - and, by the way, Jeremy is very tall, so 
they’re even bigger shoes... 

TG : As a fan of the show, is there an element 


don’t have dme in 
my life for gimmie ks. 

and TopGear 
doesn’t need them” 
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that you hold up as a benchmark of what 
you^re looking for? 

CE: Well, what Tve done so far, which is what I 
always do when Tm coming up with new things, 
is not watch anything back. Having watched the 
show over the years, I have my memories. IVe 
had to put those on hold, because we have to 
start from where we want to start. 

That doesn’t mean we have to start afresh at 
all, but we’ve got to say, “Right, what do we 
want to do; what do we want to achieve? Why 
do we want to achieve it? What would I want to 
see?” We start there. Once we’ve done that, we 
then have to put together the team. There’s a 
lot of talk about talent at the moment. 

Honestly, it’s not the furthest thing away 
from my mind, but it is quite distant compared 
to directors, producers, assistant producers, 
lighting and camera men, editors, production 
managers, production coordinators and 
runners. I have got to get that team, because, 
without the team, it doesn’t matter what 
presenters we get. 

TG: How quickly have you got to get that 
team in place? 

CE: It’s nearly in place. We’re so very close. 

TG: When do you want to start filming? 

CE : We have to start filming really soon, 
definitely within two months. 

TG: But you’ll need the presenters in place to 
do that? 

CE: Yeah. More importantly, we know what we 
want the production crew to do - editorial and 
location and studio - because we’ve written the 
show we want to make. 

TG: What about the search for a presenter? 

Is that a gimmick? 

CE: No. It can’t be, because, first of all, I do not 
have time in my life for gimmicks anymore, and 
TopGear doesn’t need gimmicks. The only 
reason I’m doing these auditions is because 
that’s how they found James May and Richard 
Hammond. 

We know from things that have gone on in 
the past, whether it’s Opportunity Knocks, New 
Faces or The Voice or X Factor, we know that 
there are some amazing people doing stuff in 
their bedrooms or in their garages. We’d be 
stupid not to find those people. You don’t know 
who you’re gonna find. You might find no one. 
And that’s also why it’s not a gimmick, because 
you’re not guaranteeing a place, because that 
would be a gimmick in itself and you might only 
be employing a person for the sake of it, so 
we’re not doing that. 

TG: So the ideas for a new series are already 
flowing, then? 

CE : We know that the car industry is prolific, 
that there are new cars coming out every week 
around the world - as I’ve mentioned, the raw 
material and the content is always going to be 
there. It’s served to you on a plate every week. 
Everybody has ideas. I’ve got cameramen 
phoning me up with 20 ideas, so, to be honest, 
ideas aren’t the issue. Like I said before, the 
issue is organisation. You’ve got to be 


organised, you’ve got to get the right people in 
place, you’ve got to get your timetable and your 
timeline sorted out. And if you get all that 
sorted out, it’s not a problem. 

TG: Is it right you wrote the first show a few 
days before you announced you were taking 
the role? 

CE:Idid a stream of consciousness before 
that. The stream of consciousness is about 
ideas and then you have a running order. 
Running order is about rhythm and windows, 
so ideas are the fun bit. Ideas are an away day 
at the pub or whatever. The nerdy bit is the 
running order, and we had to come up with 
the nerdy bit to find out what team we needed 
to employ. 

The thing about employing people is that 
you’ve got to know what they need to do before 
you can employ them. It was like that for the 
production team and will be the same for the 
presenters, because we’ve got a lot of talent to 
choose from. 

TG: And what in the show has to stay? 

CE: Nothing has to, but some things will. 

I can’t tell you what precisely. But it would be 
silly to throw the baby out with the bath water. 
TG: So you’ll continue with some elements of 
what went before, but reinvent around it? 

CE : Yes. I’ve done a lot of research on TopGear, 
which started in 1977 as a BBC Midlands show. 
It was a monthly regional show and then it got 
brought down to London. There have been 
34 presenters before me, so it’s a bit like 
Dr Who - that’s one way of looking at it. But 
hopefully not Dr Who... 

TG: TopGear is part of the national debate, 
and what’s next is the subject of a lot of 
column inches. Do you look at that or just 
ignore it? 

CE:I can pretend I ignore it, but of course I 
can’t, because it’s such a massive thing. It’s 
impossible to ignore, and you’d be foolish to, 
because you have to accept everything. It’s like 
the serenity prayer, “Change the things you can 
change, accept the things you can’t, have the 
wisdom to know the difference.” 

TG: You have a big radio show, you’re writing 
a book, you doing another TV series of this 
autumn... how are you going to fit it all in? 

CE : We’re talking about 18 hours of television. 
We just did three hours of radio; we’ll do 
another three tomorrow. It’s a television 
mentality that 18 hours is SO tough to do. No 
it’s not, it’s 18 hours! You’ve got to do it 
properly, you’ve got to do it thoroughly and 
with respect, you’ve got to do it with depth and 
quality and commitment and passion, but it’s 
only 18 hours. We’re not making War of the 
Worlds 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 here! 

When I start working on TopGear and stop 
doing The One Show and stop writing my book, 

I will be less busy than I have been this year. 
When I go abroad to make some films, when 
I get on those planes to go off to wherever we’re 
going, that’s the most downtime I’ll have had in 
five years. I can’t wait, to be honest, 
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ince a massive bucketload 
of the proverbial got 
engaged too closely 
with the air-moving 
device and I no longer 
have an office to go to, 

I have travelled almost 

exclusively by bike. 

This has not been a decision driven by 
either reduced circumstances or a desire to put 
on a public show of it. Rather, I have enjoyed 
being freed from the need to turn up wherever 
I’m going looking like something other than a 
sack of badger droppings. Biker Face and 
Helmet Hair is a bit of an issue if, on arrival, 
you’re going to be required to remove the lid 
and bump your gums in front of a camera. 

While my television career has not been 
founded on model looks, it doesn’t help if 
viewers keep being sick or hiding behind the 
sofa when they see you. Now, though, turning 
up for various things on my suddenly 
shortened ‘to do’ list, I can afford to look as 
I really am; a shabby, poorly dressed bike 
fanatic who doesn’t mind too much how bad 
his hair looks because it is, from where he’s 
standing, very difficult to see anyway. 

If I’m completely honest, I probably prefer 
travelling by bike, perhaps precisely because it 
is something I have always done in private 
rather than for work - aside from a 

“NOW I GAN AFFORD 
TO LOOK AS I REALLY 
AM: A SHABBY, 

POORLY DRESSED 
BIKE FANATIC” 



catastrophic spell hosting a bike show on an 
early digital channel where I learned just how 
fervently bikers believe themselves to be right 
on every matter concerning their favourite 
subject and any opinion you care to venture 
that differs even minutely from theirs serves 
only to encourage such a barrage of loathing 
that it is quite difficult to stand up. 

Anyway, I was setting out on my bike 
once again this week, this time to attend the 
presentation of a new bike for the excellent 
Severn Freewheeler’s charity Blood Bikers, who 
transport the essential red goo across the 
country to patients in desperate and dire need 
of it. Given the lifesaving and important work 
that these riders and their supporters carry out, I 
figured they wouldn’t give two hoots if a bloke 
off the telly (or, as was pointed out on the day a 
number of times, who was once on the telly) 
turned up looking a bit shabby, so I hopped on 
the bike to at least make a show of bikerly 
solidarity with them when I arrived - even if my 
most important trips are transporting my tatty 
carcass to the shops where theirs are focused 
more on lifesaving and stuff. 

Leaving home, I made a decision to go 
the back route to the motorway. It’s shorter, 
twistier and altogether more fun, and I had 
left precisely the right amount of time to 
make it for the event. This way was quicker. 
Approaching a quiet village a mile from the 
motorway, I found the road blocked with a sign 
telling me that roadworks were happening. A 
man was loitering near the sign, and I flipped 
the visor to ask if I could get past to the 
motorway. No I couldn’t, came the fairly clear 
reply. “But I’m late, and if I could just nip down 
the side of whatever you’re doing round 
there... I’m on a bike... it’s smaller than a car... 

I’ll go really slowly...” No good. A stone wall 
was what my words hit. 

I decided to take the plunge and risk it with 
the big one; “Look, I’m going to a charity 
event. There are people waiting there, and I 


don’t want to disappoint them.” I felt bad, 
but come on, there were and I didn’t. And 
then came what was clearly seen on the part of 
the deliverer of it as a devastating, irrefutable 
and absolute denial that would stand no 
questioning and end the debate immediately. 
“There are Men Working down there.” He 
tipped his head at the quiet village behind him 
wherein, presumably, a couple of chaps were 
busily digging up or laying down the road. 

I didn’t argue. What was the point? “There 
are Men Working down there.” It was such a 
clear thing, so absolute; there was no disputing 
it. When the hell did this happen? ‘Men at 
Work’ used to be a fine, firm, resounding 
phrase, resolute with manly intent and grim 
determination. Sturdy chaps toiling with pick 
and drill, labouring hard to make money for 
their families or to squander in the pub. When 
did it suddenly take on an air of delicacy and 
fragility? But take on that air it has; to the 
modern ear, the phrase is riddled with urgency 
and care and great notes of caution. “Oh no, 
there are Men Working. We must be careful 
lest we surprise them or worry them or scuff 
their little shiny vests with our horrid car or 
nasty, noisy motorbike.” 

We’re ruined. We’ve had it. Finished. 

I looked at the roadworks bloke’s eyes. He was 
a sturdy fellow, big arms, the sort of character 
that could quite mess up my teenage Friday 
night out in Ripon where I grew up simply 
because he objected to my attempts at 
dancing with whatever girls were floating 
around the only club in town. But he stood 
there on this day, head slightly bowed, brow 
furrowed and hands clenched with anxiety at 
the very idea of a moving motorcycle going 
within a hundred metres of these delicate, 
precious Men at Work. Time was, a person 
might be asked if they were man or mouse. 

I think I’d rather be the mouse. I don’t imagine 
Mice at Work carries quite such a limp and 
delicate sense of self-absorbed fragility. 


S 
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ASTRA 


liEJLDY OR NOT 


yVith its aggressive stance and exhilarating performance, every inch of the new\ 
f^olden Astro is built to thrill. Sporting 20-inch alloys, Noppo leather oppointed\ 


sports seats and race-bred Brembd'^l fron t brakes, the Astro VXR growls with a| 


[2.0/. turbo engine and a heart-pounding 206kW of power. But you'll only know\ 
whot that means once you're behind the wheel. So book o test drive todoy.\ 


ASTRA vs DROtii^ - Watch the bottle at holden.com.au/Qstra 


LET'S GO THERE 




n ve never liked the 

McLaren 12C quite as 
nnuch as the Ferrari 458, 
but really, there’s not 
nnuch in it. They’re both 
brilliant. 

Sinnilarly, if I ever 
nnanaged to drive the TheFerrari with the 
Porsche 918 and the PI, I think the Fezza 
would creann it, just. But I don’t doubt that 
the other two will be outstanding. 

Then again, so they should be. Have you 
seen how nnuch these things cost? If I forked 
out that sort of cash for a car and it was 
anything less than life-changing. I’d want a 
refund. 

Here’s nny point; of course a car costing 
as nnuch as a house will be good. It has to be, 
because elsewhere you can buy sonnething 
that will do the sanne essential job for well 
under $20,000. 

Last week, for connplex reasons of donnestic 
politics centred around the abuse nny 911 was 
taking, I bought a new Fiat Panda. Because I 
turned up at the dealership with cash, happy to 
buy sonnething basic fronn stock in any vaguely 
acceptable colour, I was able to do a good deal. 

“HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT 
WHAT’S INVOLVEO IN 
THE MANUFACTURE 
OF ONE GALL BEARING. 
HOW 00 THEY 00 THAT?” 



About half an hour and around $15k later, I 
(we) becanne the owner of a white Panda Pop. 

This is the nnost nnonastic Panda. There’s 
no aircon, and you have to stick the key in the 
door to open it. I haven’t done that for years. 
The trinn is basic and the wheels have plastic 
hub caps. It’s absolutely brilliant. 

Now look; I haven’t disappeared so far up 
nny own exhaust pipe that I don’t realise that 
$15,000 is still a lot of nnoney. Of course it is. 
But you are getting a whole new car for that, 
and you can drive it to the other side of the 
world, just as you can the 458 Speciale, but 
save at least $500,000 while you’re at it. 

As with the supercar, the innportant bits of 
the Panda are nnade fronn regular car-nnaking 
nnaterials - steel and alunniniunn alloy, nnainly. 
There’s less of the Panda, but nnaterials 
thennselves are quite cheap. It’s design, 
engineering and production that cost nnoney. 
Obviously the econonnies of scale conne in to 
all this but that’s of no concern to nne. I bought 
one Panda for the May household, and I don’t 
care how nnany other people have one. 

Let’s delve a bit deeper and consider one 
connponent, like a piston or a gear or a wheel 
hub. These things have in thenn the legacy of 
centuries of engineering effort and philosophy, 
and are incredibly connplex things in their own 
right, whatever car they’re on. There are 
thousands of bits like this in even the nnost 
basic car. 

In fact, in engineering ternns none of 
this is basic at all. A car is one of the nnost 
connplex nnanufactured goods you can ever 
hope to own. Only your desktop connputer 
rivals it as a nnonunnent to technological 
brilliance at a bargain price. 

I nnean, have you ever thought what’s 
involved in the nnanufacture of one ball 


bearing? How the hell do they do that, 
that accurately, and that consistently? By 
connparison, houses are nnade of poo, and 
clothing is just a load of threads. Cars are 
annazing. 

That’s why it always bothers nne when 
a new car connpany announces that it’s 
reviving the fannous Scrotunn and Wingback 
nnarque (or whatever) and will be building an 
unconnpronnised nnoney-no-object supercar. 

Of course they will, because that’s easy. But 
building a great hatchback for under $20,000 
is bloody difficult, so we need people like Fiat, 
VW and Hyundai to do that. 

This is why I’ve enjoyed driving the Panda 
so nnuch. It’s not quick or in any other way 
exciting, but instead it offers the chance to 
nnarvel at just how nnuch genius can be yours 
for such a snnall annount of cash. It feels like 
beating the systenn. 

But at the sanne tinne I sense a deep irony 
around it. One day, probably not that far off in 
the tinnespan of history, the basic requirennent 
to get around will be nnet by sonnething other 
than the car. No one will need to drive. 

Like canal boats and horses before - 
things once used for vital work but are now 
the preserve of hippies and weirdos - cars will 
beconne a hobby, and the roads will be the paid- 
for playground of those who are actually 
interested. There will be no requirennent of cars. 

In which case, if you’re still with us, you’ll 
want sonnething like the Ferrari 458 Speciale or 
nnaybe a Caterhann Seven 160, or even 
sonnething really horrific such as a classic 
Lannborghini. 

And then the thing that nnade the ordinary 
car such a God-given nniracle - that it is so 
accessible - will have disappeared. Tragically, 
it’s the Panda that will beconne extinct. 
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Let Youi take you 
on a tour inside 
the daily lives of 
some of Australia's 
most intriguing 
personalities. 




THE TWINS' DAY 
LOOKS LIKE THIS... 



REDEEM YOUR FREE 
SUBSCRIPTION 

Scan this page with the free Wewa 
app and join Youi today to receive a 
free six-month magazine subscription. 
Terms & Conditions apply. 


viewa 


Alisa squeezes in an early spin class, 
followed by a green smoothie, before taking her 
son to day care. Across town, Lysandra packs 
lunch for her two sons and gets her eldest ready 
for school. 

The work day kicks off with Alisa and 
Lysandra preparing for an interior design consultation. 
They discuss mood boards, timelines and the desired 
look and feel for the client s space. 


12pm: 


I Lysandra spends some time online, sourcing 
designer tiles for an upcoming project. Her three-year- 
old son, Cohen, helps out by suggesting what style 
she should choose. Then it s off to the park, where 
Lysandra juggles her emails while pushing the swing. 

It s a busy afternoon as Alisa and Lysandra 
star in a photo shoot for an upcoming project. 

The girls glam up, are briefed and are ready for 
their close-up. 

It s back to Mum duties like dinner, baths 
and bedtime stories. The boys always have 
10 million excuses why they can't go to bed! 


11pm: 


I With the kids asleep at last, it's back to 
work catching up on emails, sourcing furniture 
and updating social media before finally, bedtime, 
ready to do it all again tomorrow. 


Go to www.youi.com.au/insider 

and join Youi today to receive a free six-month 
magazine subscription. 

Terms and conditions apply. 


If you, like Alisa and Lysandra, work from 

home you could get up to a 27% discount 
on Youi Car Insurance. 



WEGETYOU 

youLcom. Bu/ insider 


Disclaimer: Based on over 1000 randomly selected Youi car insurance quotes. Subject to rating and underw/riting criteria. Please read our PDS. 













Get new car advice 
from the experts - 
not your nephew. 

WhichCar puts the fun back into finding your new car. 
Enjoy friendly, independent advice from the experts 
at Australia's ultimate new car comparison site. 


whlchcar.com.au 
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492kW turbocharged V8 two-seater loses its roof. 

Hold onto vourtrilbv niisiiiuin 



SPIDER 


SPYDER 


SPIDER O/? 
SPYDER? 


FERRARI’S FIRMLY 
IN THE ‘SPIDER’ 
CAMP, BUT WHO 
ELSE USES ‘I’ AND 
WHO USES ‘Y’? 


ALFA ROMEO 


FIAT 


CHEVROLET 


LAMBORGHINI 


McLaren 


PORSCH 


TOYOTA 



McLaren 6 sos 


“The previous 
Spider seems 
a wobbiy iard 
bucket in 
comparison” 


was effectively designed around this 
hard-top roof, and the company’s aero 
wizards and designers have worked hard 
to ensure that it delivers the same mighty 
levels of downforce as the fixed car. Like 
the GTB, it has a 'blown’ rear spoiler, and 
the car’s underbody has vortex 
generators. This is true Formula One 
know-how. 

The 488’s flying buttresses are 
more pronounced on the Spider, and 
have been designed to optimise airflow 
across the engine lid, which obviously 
has a completely different configuration 
to the GTB (there’s no glass engine 
viewing panel here). Ferrari’s Gentro 
Stile has also added mesh grilles to the 
engine cover, and it has a ribbed effect. 

It’s not as pretty as the GTB, but you’ve 
got to hand it to them: a hard-top roof 
that can fold completely out of view in 
14 seconds on a mid-engined car is a 
tidy achievement. 

More importantly, the car’s structural 
rigidity isn’t sacrificed on the altar of 
permatanned client vanity. The Spider’s 
chassis uses 11 different grades of 
aluminium, as well as magnesium, to 
achieve exactly the same overall strength 
as the GTB - that equates to a 23 per cent 
improvement on the previous Spider. 
What a wobbly lard bucket that now 
seems in comparison. 

You want noise? Ferrari reckons 
exhaust headers with longer, equal-length 
piping and the V8’s flat-plane crank as 
well as bespoke harmonics give the new 
Spider a unique soundtrack. Whether 
it’s as strident as its normally aspirated 
predecessor remains to be seen (or 
heard). It also gets the SSG2 Side Slip 
Angle Gontrol System, which is more fun 
to use than it is to say. As well as letting 
the, er, less skilled indulge their inner 
Vettel, it means that corner exits happen 
12 per cent faster. You won’t be able 
to verify that yourself, of course, but 
you’re also less likely to fall off the road. 


I t may not be the purist’s choice, but 
in many ways the Spider is the 
signature Prancing Horse. The first 
Ferrari, the 125S, was technically a 
Spider. In fact, seven years before 
Ferrari actually became Ferrari, 
Enzo produced an open car called the 
Auto Avio Gostruzioni 815, powered by a 
1.5 -litre eight-cylinder. It had the 
princely power output of 52kW. 

That was 1940. Seventy-five years 
later, a horsepower deficit is definitely 
not an issue the new 488 Spider faces. 
Powered by the same 3.9-litre twin- 
turbo V8 that made its debut in 
the GTB earlier this year, the new 
car makes an identical 492kW at 
8,000rpm, 760 torques at 3,000rpm, 
and has the same trick variable 
torque management software and 
decidedly un-turboey 0.8-second 
throttle response. Zero to lOOkm/h 
takes three seconds flat; zero to 
200km/h, an even more startling 
8.7 seconds. This is enough to 
comprehensively rearrange even the 
more modest Beverly Hills bouffant. 

The new car arrives hot on the heels 
of the Berlinetta, Maranello clearly 
intent on maintaining the flow of fresh 
product as Ferrari’s management 
prepares to float a portion of the 
company on the New York Stock 
Exchange. With a raft of new 
shareholders to appease, Ferrari’s 
self-imposed 7,000 units per year limit 
maybe tested somewhat, so it’ll be 
interesting to see how they preserve 
the exclusivity that is so fundamental 
to the company’s success. 

For now, the Spider is an entirely 
logical range extension. Ferrari says 
that the 488 is the most powerful 
mid-engined V8 ever to feature the 
retractable hard top (RHT), but as it’s 
only the second model to have one, 
following the 458 Spider, that’s the least 
of its boasts. Ferrari claims that the car 


THE OPPOSITION: 


All but identical V8 turbo 
power and performance, 
all but identical roof... 
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I f you don’t want a flying car, you are 
officially dead inside. But though the 
concept of a car-o-plane has been 
on the menu since the Fifties, the 
reality remains tantalisingly out of 
■■ our reach. 

Until now, perhaps. This is the Terrafugia 
TF-X, a bold vision of a transportation 
future unbounded by roads, runways or 
aesthetics. 

The TF-X - which will seat four 
open-minded humans - is capable of 
vertical take-off, thus negating the need for 
a runway. Wings furled, it’ll squeeze into a 
standard single garage, thus negating the 
need for a hangar in which to store your 
personal plane. 

It’s powered by a plug-in hybrid 
arrangement, a pair of electric motors 
combining with a 223kW petrol engine to 
produce a megawatt of output. Yep, this is 
basically a Prius with access to the vertical 
dimension. Aerial thrust is provided by a 
ducted fan at the rear, and a propeller at the 



Above: “Flight TF01 
will depart in TO 
minutes. From your 
front lawn... ’ 

Right: TF-X doubles 
as a handy desk fan 


end of each retractable wing. 

Once airborne, the TF-X will soar at 
speeds of 320km/h for a distance of up to 
800km. Which means you could hop from 
Sydney to Melbourne in under three hours, 
and in a single hop. It’s the future we were 
always promised. We re in. 

There are, admittedly, a few tiny issues 
with the TF-X. First, it doesn’t actually exist 
yet. Terrafugia admits bringing the TF-X to 
production is a process “expected to last eight 
to 12 years”, meaning it’ll be the middle of 
next decade before we see one on the 
driveway of TG Towers. It won’t be cheap. 
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either. Terrafugia hints TF-X’s final price 
“could be on par with the very high-end 
luxury cars of today”. But, hey, can a Veyron 
evade traffic jams by leaping over them? 

Terrafugia boasts the TF-X “should 
be statistically safer than driving a modern 
automobile”, and says learning to fly it 
will take just five hours of training. That’s 
thanks, at least in part, to a high degree of 
autonomy: once airborne, the TF-X will 
effectively fly itself and land automatically, 
without human input. At least, that’s the 
theory. 

Even if Terrafugia can overcome the 
(not inconsiderable) technical hurdles of 
keeping a car safely in the sky, it’ll still have 
to deal with a whole lot of red tape. Consider 
the muddle legislators are getting into 
around both self-driving cars and drones 
right now, multiply them together, and it’s 
clear the world’s lawmakers will need every 
one of those eight-to-12 years of 
development to figure out the 
car-o-plane small print. 





Sharpen your reflexes: 
it’s the Lotus 3-Eleven 


SSSkW flyweight is Hethel's fastest, most powerful road car ever 


S even minutes and 10 

seeonds. If that’s the answer, 
you ean guess the question, 
beeause you are the sort of 
person who watehes every 
fraetion of your ear’s speed 
on a traek. Espeeially a eertain hilly, 
lengthy, treaeherous German one. 
And that’s the number Lotus is 
elaiming, admittedly so far via its 
spookily aeeurate simulation 
software rather than an aetual test, 
of the pre-limit Niirburgring. 

There’s also a fraetionally heavier, 
fraetionally slower road version - it’s 
the fastest road Lotus ever, though it 
won’t be street-legal here. Like the 
2007 2-Eleven, the 3-Eleven is a 
stripped-out, ultralight bathtub on 
wheels that nibbles at the very 
extremities of what any normal 


335kW accessed 
via an unassuming 
steering wheel 


person would define as a 'ear’. 

Both 'road’ (but still traekable) 
and full-traek versions have a louder 
335kW version of the Lotus-Toyota 
supereharged 3.5-litre V6. Both are 
around 900kg. This means Veyron- 
troubling power-to-weight ratios and 
premier-league performanee 
ineluding 0-100 in "under 3.0sees”. 
It’s a manual ’box on the road ear, 
sequential on the traek one. 

The bare-bones body is shared by 
both. You ean just see the eare that’s 
gone into aerodynamies for eooling 
and anti-lift. Look at the venting 
behind the front wheels, the 
aero-shaping of the roll-bar eover, 
and the way the side seallops feed 
into the engine air intakes. The traek 
is wider than the Exige’s thanks to 
longer front wishbones. The 


strueture is also stiffer than the 
Lotus ears that have aetual doors, 
beeause there are fixed bars in the 
sides. The raeeear also has an 
FIA-eompliant eage. 

To eover it all, the skin is made of 
a new type of lightweight injeetion- 
moulded glass-fibre eomposite, some 
40 per eent lighter than eonventional 
GRP. Both versions have a big, 
adjustable rear wing, but it’s even 
more aggressive in the raee version, 
meaning a startling downforee 
number of 215kg at 240km/h. 

Priees start at ?170,000; the traek 
variant is $250,000. Big money for 
a Lotus, but it’s a trusted name: 
the first three months’ produetion 
was sold out on the morning it was 
unveiled. Total produetion is limited 
j to 311 ears. Geddit? 


It 







VALTOLINE 


SwMpower, 
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flows faster to all parts of tite engine 
for the power man instinctively craves 


Available on 


Apple, the Apple logo, and ITunes are trademarks of 
Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 
ITunes is for legal or rightholder-authorized copying 
only. Don’t steal music. 









OM OUR WEIRD WORLD, WITH ADDED BITS FROM THE TELLY BOYS 
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PAUL NEWMAN p32 


AMGs AT BATHURST p37 


MAH PUB AMMO p42 


OPTIONS LIST p44 


Befiind the scenes on Hollywood’s real racer 


German moscle at Aostralla’s calliedral of speed 


Donkevs, pigs, and fire finer points of frail braking 


A caravan? In JopBearl Sorely some mistake... 
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A NEW FILM CELEBRATES A 
DRIVER WHO NEARLY WON 
LE MANS. OH, AND APPEARED 
IN A FEW FILMS TOO... 

DAN READ 



t would be wrong to 
remember Paul Newman as a 
movie star who dabbled in 
ears. In faet, he beeame a 
professional raeing driver 
who dabbled in movies, and 
only half-jokingly threatened 
to burn any seripts that interfered with the raee 
ealendar. 

Yet if it weren’t for Hollywood, he might never 
have diseovered his love of ears. It was only when 
filming Winning, the 1969 elassie about the Indy 
500, that he took some driver training in order to 
look more eonvineing behind the wheel. And that 
was it, he eaught the raeing bug. One of the most 
revered aetors in Ameriean einema suddenly had a 
new role, and it wasn’t long before the movies took 
a baek seat. 

This is the subjeet of Ameriean eomedian Adam 
Carolla’s new doeumentary: Winning: The Racing 
Life of Paul Newman. Partly a referenee to the 
movie that started it all, and based on the book of 
the same name, it also tells the story of what 
happened next, of Newman’s rise from rookie 
hobbyist to a talented pro who would almost win 
Le Mans just 10 years later. 

Despite this, many underestimated - perhaps 
still do - just how good this guy was. Of eourse, he 
looked just as good in a ear as he did in front of a 
eamera, mueh like Steve MeQueen. In faet, both 
men beeame motorsport pin-ups, though - despite 
popular eoneeptions - Newman was the more 
authentie, up there with the heal’ drivers who 
eouldn’t give a monkey’s about some silver sereen 
poster boy. 

That’s why Newman liked it so mueh. For him, 
raeing was a million miles away from the plastie 
people of Hollywood, where he eould pull on a 
helmet and forget the fame, even if others eouldn’t. 
“He had a big bullseye on his baek,” says his old 
team boss. Bob Sharp, “people wanted to beat 
him.” But he mueked in, proved himself where it 
mattered, and it wasn’t long before he had the sort 
of friendships he’d never find in Hollywood. 

“Newman was on Viagra before they even made 
Viagra,” says Willy T Ribbs - the first Afriean- 
Ameriean driver to qualify for the Indianapolis 
500, thanks in part to Newman finding a team 
who’d give him a go. “He was one hard-diek 
brother.” 

Newman might have found refuge in raeing. 
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Paul Leonard 
Newman, 
1925 - 2008 . 
Actor, director, 
entrepreneur, 
professional 
racing driver, 
team owner, 
ecological and 
social activist, 
philanthropist 
and all-round 
good bloke 


but the press was never far behind. At Le Mans in 
1979, the paparazzi were literally erawling all over 
him - one elimbed the wall of a ehateau to aeeess 
his bedroom window. This might explain why, 
during the raee, Newman ran down three 
photographers who stood in the way of his pit box. 

But don’t forget, he eame to raeing late, aged 
47, and had spent most his life beeoming arguably 
the most reeognised man in Hollywood - he was 
Buteh Cassidy, Cool Hand Luke and would be 'Fast’ 
Eddie Felson in The Color of Money, for whieh he 
would be awarded one of several Osears. In other 
words, he must have put as mueh work into 
learning his raeing lines as those from his seripts. 

As he says himself in the film’s exeellent arehive 
footage: “[Raeing] reminds me of a theatre. It has 
its audienee, east, drama, eomedy and sometimes 
its tragedy too.” 

The doeumentary aeknowledges all of that, with 
eontributions from the people who knew him best. 
It’s einematie, stylish and steers elear of weepy 
nostalgia, although it’s unavoidably moving in 
plaees, for reasons we won’t spoil here. It feels like 
a eonvineing tribute to a man who, deep down, 
really understood ears and ear people. He was one 
of them. One of us. The one we all wanted to be. 

Winning: The Racing Life of Paul Newman 
is out now online: newmanracingfilm.com 
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HAVE YOU EVER WATCHED NIKI LAUDA STROKE A COW? 

Then fire up your DVD player and get ready, because that vision is 
coming your way in Lauda: The Untold Story - a new documentary 
that tells the, er, now-familiar story of Lauda’s life. 

In 2013 we had Hollywood’s version with Ron Howard’s Rush, but 
this one takes a far more biographical approach, going beyond the bits 
with James Hunt and the Nurburgring fireball. It pairs this with a history 
of safety in motorsport, and although the chronology is a mishmash, 
it’s still quite watchable. 

For the most part it’s a straightforward presentation featuring vox pops 
from earnest Austrians, often with English subtitles complete with comedy 
typos. There’s also plenty of archive footage, including some hide-behind- 
the-sofa scenes of the fiery accident in 1976, and some less harrowing 
stuff from FI’s golden days, which always looks good on telly. 

But it’s the interviews with Lauda himself that provide the most 
interesting moments. Some are contemporary; others are from the vaults, 
including one with a bored cow outside his Alpine home. Cow prop or no 
cow prop, here’s a man who weighs every word and overstates nothing. He 
also knows his mind and speaks it freely, and in a world of pre-programmed 
driver-speak, this old-school honesty is always welcome. 

Take his thoughts on the disaster that almost killed him. “I saw the crash 
as an occupational hazard, ” he says. “The logical outcome was to carry on.” 
Or his recollections of the press reaction. “How do you feel about your 
unnatural face? ” asked a German journalist shortly after the accident. 

“Why unnatural? ” replied Lauda. “It’s Just a piece of thigh in my face. ” 

How does it stack up against other motorsport films? Well it’s not as 
emotional as Senna - sometimes it feels more like a museum-style info film 
- and it’s not as stylish as Rush. But it does add new detail, even if it’s hard 
to stomach. Did you know that Lauda did an interview with a Brazilian radio 
station while he was still smouldering in the circuit’s medical centre? 

Lauda: The Untold Story is out on now on DVD 

m 
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Mothers® Naturally Black® Heavy Duty Trim Cleaner Kit. 

Unmatched deep-cleaning power that erases the damage caused 
by the elements and restores your exterior trim and plastic to its 
original and natural showroom colour. Whatever you do, don’t call 
it a cover-up. 


Follow up with Naturally Black^ 
Trim and Plastic Restorer and an 
MLH® Microfibre Towel to seal 
and protect. 

UNDO WHAT THE ELEMENTS 
HAVE DONE TO YOUR TRIM. 


Naturally 

Black 


MCnmERS 777Lfi 

Polishe5*Waxe5*C[eaners mum iitiiliis ifieiftmti 

motherspolish.com.au • mothers.com • detailguide.com 
K3 facebook.com/motherspolishaustralia 





FOR A DAY 


FAST FANG IN A MERCEDES-AMG? GREAT! ELAT OUT 
IN 63 OE THEM AROUND BATHURST? UNBELIEVABLE... 


ount Panorama is like the 
nightelub you ean never get in to. 
It’s rarely aeeessible, and that 
exelusivity makes it desirable to 
the point where if by some miraele 
the doors open, and you’re 
beekoned inside, it feels like 
entering Studio54 at midnight with Bianea Jagger on one 
arm, Margaux Hemingway on the other, and Steve Rubell 
eovering the bar tab. 

Sure, VIP’s manage to tip the right people and hit the 
private party room on a regular basis; Craig Lowndes, Jamie 


Whineup... even exotie ring-ins like Bernd Sehneider and 
Mika Salo. But for the average punter, jumping on the 
Bathurst danee floor and having a eraek is a rare thrill. 

Mereedes-Benz regularly invites AMG owners and 
prospeets to get on traek for 'Challenge’ events at the 
eountry’s best eireuits, ineluding Albert Park at FI Grand 
Prix time and Phillip Island. Not to mention skids at the 
Snow Farm over in New Zealand. 

But this year’s week-long 'Festival of AMG’ event headed 
to arguably Australia’s greatest traek. Mount Panorama. And 
Mere put us on the guest list, the door biteh waving us in for 
a flat-out, full-traek blast around the mountain. 







“After several dozen deep 
.breaThs, it’s time to lap 
the new GTS in anger” 


MISSEDITBY 

THATMUCH,,, 

The day after TG’s run at 
Bathurst an icy cold snap 
turned Mount Panorama 
into Australia’s newest ski 
resort. A solid overnight 
dump of snow produced 
a rare white-out, 
although the Festival of 
AMG ran as planned. 


That would be brilliant, even in a 75 Datsun 120Y 
(Coupe), but the even better news is the three-pointed 
star has laid on around $13m dollars’ worth of 
Affalterbaeh’s finest; 63 ears on traek, ineluding a dozen 
375kW, 4.0-litre twin-turbo GT S Coupes, and a 
30-strong fieet of C63s, paeking the same power-plant 
into the new C’s four door frame. Plus a supporting 
eluster of A45s, CLA 45s, E63s, CLS63s and a sprink^ng 
of SL63s for good measure. 

It’s not a Le Mans start free-for-all, though. A^rand 
total of 72 tame raeing driver instruetors are oi 
ground for one-on-one tuition with eaeh of 30rfpaying 
punters over the week, every one having eoij^ed up 
$3,500 for a full-day on the mountain. 

By now, you might be getting the imn/ession the 
event makes an impaet on this saered^e. In faet. Mere 
AMG owns the traek and everything^ a five kilometre 
blast radius. T he Rydges Hotel, tjp ^kside between 
The Chase and is a eomplete takeover 

with AMG branding on every available glass, eonerete 
and wood surfaee. A eharter flight to Bathurst, 
aeeommodation at the hotel, and a weleome dinner the 
night before is ineluded in the eost of entry. 

Then there’s the pit eomplex; again, an AMG 
extravaganza. Even the raee position pylon is topped by 
a Mere logo, and two garages have been made over to 
beeome a blaek draped, first elass lounge and dining 
area, eomplete with leather lounges, bespoke heating, 
eustom lighting, AMG boutique, and on-eall baristas. 

However, it’s the on-traek aetion that eounts, and 
before a buneh of wild-eyed adults (jumping around like 
toddlers with too mueh fizzy drink on board) is allowed 
to lap this hallowed pieee of bitumen, the eireuit is 
broken down into four pre-flight training areas. 

First, the run from halfway up Mountain Straight, 
through Griffin’s, up The Cutting, past Reid and Sulman 
parks towards Skyline. This feels like repeated runs for a 
lieenee qualifieation on Gran Turismo, only instead of a 
dotted blue raeing line on the traek, instruetion eomes 
from a real live raee aee beside you. 


e master of 
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Weap^TSQfchoice is a 430kW/800Nm, 5.5-litre V8 
bi-turbo E63 the emphasis is on firm but balaneed 
braking, smooth steelnpg inputs, and progressive 
applieation of the throtm^e’re reminded to keep the 
sightline up and be extra wa^beeause the surfaee is still 
greasy after morning rain. 

What a well-behaved beast. E^n as the eamber 
ehahg^s from left to right on the exk of the notorious 
le thumping E Class maintmns eomposure, 
^uts its pow^down perfeetly and roekWs towards the 
/top of the mouhtain. 

Then it’s A4 5^nd CLA 45s for the run ^own Th e 
Esses , through left at and 

on to And the biggest insight here is 

lookingfdr straighter lines between the seven eorners 
th^Efiake up The Esses. It’s tempting to eurve around 
ythe natural fall line like a skier, but we learn time ean be 
saved by making a b-line for the apex on longer seetions. 

The feisty and farty A45 is blindingly quiek and nimble 
down this part of the eireuit, its 4MATIC all-wheel drive 
system keeping the nose tight and maximising drive out 
of tight eorners, even the gravity defying Dipper. 

hird seetion starts halfway down Conrod, running 
throu^h fi^B^HB in the C63 S. With a slight downhill 
start we surely better the ear’s 4.0see elaimed O-lOOkm/h 
time and surge towards the broad right hander on entry. 

ith the V8 growling and howling like a '60s musele ear, 
braking for the uphill left is solid and steady. Feeding the 
powei^ on exit leads towards the final right, with the 
engine’s huge torque hauling the ear up towards the left 
side of the t\aek and on towards Murray’s. 

Th en it’s l\uneh teehniq ue with the SL63 and CLS63 
on the eomplete with professional 

Christmas tree staging. Not the right time for 'Raee 
Start’ launeh eontrol, more the old-sehool 'go on the 
seeond yellow’ heads-up drag raeing, and mueh juvenile 
fun is had by all. 

So after luneh, and several dozen deep breaths, it’s 
time to lap the new GT S around Mount Panorama in 
anger. More rain has wet the traek almost eompletely, 
but the big eoupe storms around without drama. 
Balaneed and surefooted up the mountain, it powers out 
of The Cutting, and blasts aeross Skyline, before diving 
down The Esses. 

All the pieees of the training puzzle are linking 
together as the intimidating entry to Conrod out of 
Forrest’s Elbow is taken, with patienee required before 
squeezing in the power on exit. 

Thrust and a glorious V8 bark are unrelenting until 
le ear begins to bog down mid-straight. It only takes 
halfatJeat^reeognise this as the 250km/h speed 
limiter euttingTn^-h^^e entry to The Chase is 
swallowed in a rush towartis-thg^ttom of the traek. 

Over the finish line for the run towards.^^^^^^^ 
and the start of another in what turns out to be a 
generous bateh of laps in this and most of the other 
AMG models on hand; a brilliantly orehestrated and 
thoroughly satisfying elimax to a memorable day. 

And in ease you think all this fanging fun presents 
AMG and its well-heeled eustomers as overly self- 
indulgent, it’s worth noting auetions on eaeh night of the 
event (hot laps with AMG ambassadors Miek Doohan 
and four wheel raee aee Bernd Sehneider) raised serious 
bueks for Mere’s designated Australian eharity. 
Brainwave (brainwave.org.au) whieh supports ehildren 
with brain injury and illness. Better than splashing your 
eash in some dodgy diseo any day. 
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Or call us on: 

136116 

and quote 

M1509TOP 


JUST $69.95 for 12 issues of 
TopGear Australia magazine 

ONLY $5.83 per issue, instead of 
$8.95 in stores! 

^ FREE 2-inl BBQ and Cooler bag 

^ FREE home delivery of TopGear 
Australia magazine every month 


HURRY! OFFER ENDS 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2015! 


WHY SUBSCRIBE? 






, ^ , ows you to keep food or drink cool and on ice • Durable 6ooD 

polyester bag • All pieces fit together in a bag for great storage and portability • Large capacity enamel coated grill pit for durability 
Si easy cleaning • Ash cleanout door • For use with charcoal or wood • Alternate handles for carrying either over the shoulder or by 
hand • BBQ Grill Size Assembled: Approx 26cm (D) x 22cm (H) • Cooler bag Size: Approx 31cm (D) x 19cm (H) 


For full Terms and Conditions and Bauer Media’s Privacy Notice, see reader Information page in this issue or visit magsho^^^^^tg/m1509top. If you do not want" 
your information provided to any organisation not associated with this promotion, please indicate this clearly at the time of subscription. Offer valid from 31 /08/201 5 to 
27/09/2015 to Australian residents only and only while stocks last. For New Zealand and other countries, international shipping rates apply 


NEW ZEALAND SUBSCRIBERS: 

magshop.co.nz/top-gear/ H 509TPZ 

Offer ends September 27 2015, international rates apply 



Or call us on: 

0800 MAGSHOP 

and quote 

M509TPZ 




DONKEY WORK 


The Highway Act 1855 prohibits horses, 
donkeys, pigs and cattle being driven along 
the pavement. It’s still in force today, and it’s 
the same law used to stop cyclists riding on 
the pavement and drivers mounting the kerb 
while parking. It’s also delaying trials of 
driverless pods, which are supposed to be 
undergoing tests in pedestrian areas of 
south-east England. 


CACT-EYE 

Drivers in the town of Paradise Valley, 
Arizona, are being monitored by cameras 
hidden in fake cactus plants. Despite 
promises that they’re only there to check 
licence plates against records of stolen cars, 
the cacti cams have become a prickly issue 
(geddit?), with some locals accusing the 
authorities of spying. 


A HIRE PURPOSE 


The West Philly Tool Library, 
cunningly located in West 
Philadelphia, is just like any other 
library except that it loans 
out drills and spanners, not books. 
Locals can keep each tool for up to 
seven days, after which the late fee 
is $1 per day. On this basis my mate 
Colin owes me $1,825 for the ‘use’ 
(i.e. loss) of my 10mm Facom. 


A BANDOLIER 
OF TITBITS TO 
KEEP FELLOW 
DRINKERS’ 
HEADS DOWN. 
NOBODY 
MOVB 


TONGUE-TWISTER 


In the time it takes to say its 
name at a normal speaking 
tempo, the Lamborghini 
Aventador LP570-4 
Superveloce will have 
accelerated past 160km/h from 
a standstill. Even if you say it 
really quickly, it’ll be past 
lOOkm/h by the time you get 
the words out. 
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ALL BACKED UP 

The main causes of lane closures 
on British roads 


TOPGEAR TOP TIP 



LAW OF ATTRACTION 1 

Among other things, male bowerbirds 
can flawlessly mimic the sound of a car 
alarm, and have been known to do vocal 
impressions of engines, chainsaws and 
camera shutters. If these mating calls 
worked for humans, I literally wouldn’t 
be able to leave my workshop. 



I 




trail brake 


Strictly speaking, the term ‘trail braking’ refers to the 
technique of staying on the brakes into a turn, and then 


Breakdowns 


140/0 


Roadworks 


8 % 

Obstructions Collisions 


gradually releasing them. 



Traditional police-style roadcraft driving manuals always 
advocate getting all that braking, gearchanging and 
soiling-your-pants stuff over and done with while you’re 


LAW OF ATTRACTION 2 


Police checks Pedestrians 


still going in a straight line. Then you make the turn. 


American petrochemical giant Sunoco 
has made an aftershave that smells of 
fuel, oil, tyres and exhaust fumes. Burnt 
Rubber Cologne, as it’s known, is also 
scented with just enough sweet and spicy 
notes to balance the other aromas. 
Presumably it can be used to negate the 
effects of point 1, above. 



PARK AND HIDE 

Built at a cost of $900m, the Estadio 
Nacional de Brasflia - one of the venues 
for last year’s football World Cup - is 
now being used as a parking lot for buses. 
The local team, Brasflia, attracts just 
5,000 fans per game to the 72,000- 
seat stadium, so the owners must find 
other ways to make money from the 
spectacularly expensive facility for which 
there’s no real use. 



Suicides 

18 . 40/0 

Others (including abandoned 
vehicles and objects thrown 
onto the road) 


However, there are obvious advantages to trail braking. 
You brake later, so go faster for longer on the straight 
bits. Braking during the turn will transfer weight forwards, 
which can help banish understeer and make for a tighter 
turn. What’s not to like? 

The sudden and inexplicable collision with the Armco, for 
starters. Transferring weight forward is all very well, but 
there’s only so much of it, and that means less at the back. 
So you’re potentially more likely to spin. Also, braking 
requires grip, because brakes can only be as good as your 
tyres. So if you’re using grip to brake, you have less for 
holding onto the road while you turn. It’s physics, so you 
don’t get owt for nowt, even outside of Yorkshire. 

On the track, trail braking (if you can master it) could 
turn you into a heroic helmsman. Meanwhile, people 
down the pub who claim to have been trail braking are 
probably talking old toot. What they mean is they weren’t 
paying attention, and there are two dead-straight skid 
marks on the approach to a bend somewhere, and another 
one in their trolleys. 


HAS JAMES 
EARNED A 
PINT FOR 
THIS TOP TIP? 
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OUR CHOICE OF THIS MONTH’S TOP-SPEC STUFF 
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^ The Dub Box is not a chopped-up campervan. It might look like the rear end of a| ^ 
classic Volkswagen bus, but it’s actually a proper, working caravan with al 
one-piece fibreglass shell on a modern chassis. It’s handmade in England, and the| 
options list is pretty much infinite, with many different colours, cupboards, cookers, 
cabinets, sinks, sofas, beds, tables and pop-tops. In fact, the only standard bits are the 
wheels, tow bar and bodyshape (available in two sizes, including a shortie’ version). A^; " ^ 
750kg it’s also very light, meaning you can haul it with almost anything, including an) 
original VW camper, so it becomes a rolling extension. Ordinarily] TbpGearwbtdd murdeii 
such a convoy with fire. Not this time. From $23,600; dub-box.com / 


FUGOO TOUGH SPEAKER 


CANDY LAB MO-TO CARS 


CLOBBER MY FREE’ FERRARI 


^ It’s a portable Bluetooth speaker made 
for some rough and tumble. Waterproof, 
mudproof, snowproof and shockproof, it could 
take a proper kicking in a backstreet garage while 
pumping out awful power ballads for 40 hours 
on end. $339.95; fugoo.com 


^ Toy cars for grown-ups, carved from gnarly 
^ beechwood by even gnarlier whittlers with 
a fetish for classic American muscle. The simple 
silhouettes and real, ‘Ford-grade’ rubber tyres are 
the antidote to cheap, plastic alternatives. 

From $30; candylabtoys.com 


^ Seb and Kimi, eat your hearts out. This 
^ Ferrari is for speed freaks even lighter and 
more fearless than you. The three-wheel. My FREE 
scooter, in limited edition Fazza form, is for kids 
three and over, up to 50kg, and 95cm tall. Forza! 
$160; globber.com.au 
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WATCHES 



CHRISTOPHER 
WARD C8 P7350 


Its not unusual for watchmakers to put 
bits of other things in their creations, from 
ft^ments of FI engines to specs of moondust and 
even fossilisecLdinosaur droppings. This one from Christopher * 

Ward contains a piece of metal from ‘P7350’, the only remaining 
airworthy Spitfire from the Battle of Britain. It’s not the first time a slice 
of old warbird has found its way into a watch - Bremont did the same 
thing with the EP120 - though this particular plane has a properly 
spiffing history. James May will also notice the dial’s resemblance to the 
Smith Mkll A clock found in the P7’s cockpit, and watch fetishists will 
appreciate the hand-wound movement, certified by the Swiss authority 
that approves the worlds toughest, most accurate calibres. It might cost 
the same as a second-hand hatchback, but in watch terms it’s an absolute 
bargain. $7,500; christophenwardxD.uk 


RHINO-RACK LUGGAGE BOX 2 

^ The Aussie-made Rhino-Rack ‘Master Fit 
^ Luggage Box’ comes in three sizes, for extra 
roof-top storage. Aero optimised, and off-road 
tested, it features a secure ‘Twist to Tighten & Press 
to Lock’ clamping system, and can be opened from 
both sides. From $669; rhinorack.com.au 


CASIO EDIFICE EQB-510D-1AER 


HANHART PRIMUS 
SURVIVOR PILOT 


The solar-powered Edifice range has always 
packed many gizmos - alarms, multiple 
timezones, etc - controlled by a complex sequence 
of button pushing. This one fixes that by linking to 
an app, from which you control all the functions. 


Hanharts were among Steve McQueen’s 
favourites. This one features the company’s 
distinctive red pusher, originally designed to stop 
pilots from unintentionally resetting the chrono. 
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Premium Brands 

are part of our DNA 



MICHELIN VICTORIES AGAINST COMPETITION: 


24 Hours of Le Mans 

2014 winner - 17th victory in a row 

World Endurance Championship 

2014 - Championship victories 
in each class 

World Rally Championship 

2014 - Championship victory 


Official Partner of Porsche Motorsport 

Including the Le Mans & WEC programs with Mark 
Webber, and the Porsche Carrera Cup Australia 

Vehicle Manufacturers 

Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 is the tyre of choice 
for ultra high-performance marques including the 
Porsche 918 Spyder, Ferrari 458 Specials, and the 
Mercedes SLS AMG Black Series 


Dakar Rally 

2015 - Victory 

Bathurst 12 Hour 
201 5 -Victory 


Tyre Specialists 

JAX Tyres 



jax.com.au 





New four-ringed flagship is all business TURN OVER 



MERGEDES-BENZGLG 


AUDI TT ROADSTER 


FORD EVEREST 


MAZDA MX-5 


Compacf SUV ready fo mix if up in a hof markef 


Exif one roof. Enfer much driving pleasure 


We conquer Everesf in Thailand. Wifhonf oxygen Eirsf local sfeer of Mazda’s fun and feisfy roadsfer 
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n iirgen Konigstedt is a 

shining light of hope for 
supercars aficionados who 
prefer their power 
supplied turbo-free. As 
Audi’s powertrain guru in charge of the 
second-gen R8’s glorious, naturally 
aspirated VIO, he believes, “super sports 
cars could have an atmo future.” And if the 


A decade down the track, the new R8 
shares its underpinnings with the now 
one-year-old Lambo Huracan, including its 
hybrid construction (alloy/CFRP) space 
frame, VIO powerplant, electrically- 
controlled seven-speed dual clutch gearbox, 
double-wishbone suspension set-up, and 
all-wheel drive system. 

Headline innovations for the Audi 



SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 


Big rims, wide rubber, 
and thankfully, huge 
stoppers 



Side gills are less 
pronounced than on 
the last generation 


punted both options out of the R8 program. 
The car is now offered as a VIO with dual 
clutch only, the standard R8 VIO producing 
a hefty 397kW/540Nm, and the top-spec R8 
VIO Plus churning out 449kW/560Nm 
(identical output to the Huracan LP 610-4). 

We steered both R8 variants at the car’s 
global launch, including several hundred 
kilometres of flowing back roads across 
southern Portugal, as well as a day/night 
circuit session on the Autodromo 



NoVBfortheRB 
- the new version is 
VIO or bust 


Internacional do Algarve, in the southern 
coastal city of Portimao (last syllable 
rhymes with wow). 

The overwhelming first impression 
comes courtesy of 10 cylinders sitting mere 
centimetres behind your head. We’re in the 
full-house R8 VIO Plus, and straight line 
acceleration is ballistic. In fact, Audi says 
this is the fastest road car it’s ever built, 
and O-lOOkm/h in 3.2secs is only two tenths 
slower than the Faz 488 GTB, and just a 
tenth off Porsche’s 911 Turbo S. 

That’s seriously fast company, and full 
compression of the throttle pedal slams you 
into the seat and narrows your held of 
vision to a centrally-focused tunnel of 
speed. This atmo engine loves to rev. 


) 


sights, sounds, and sheer thrust delivered 
by the new R8 performance flagship is a 
taste of what’s possible, we’re with him all 
the way. 

Sure, Ferrari’s new 488 GTB is a techno 
tour de force, pumping out fat wodges of 
turbo-fed torque, but 5.2-litres of all-alloy 
purity howling towards its 8,700rpm ceiling 
makes maximum attack in the R8 a rare 
pleasure. 

Like the first generation car, the new R8 
shares much of its DNA with an Italian 
cousin. Audi has owned Lamborghini for 17 
years, and first time around the long- 
serving Gallardo spawned the R8 
(launched globally in 2006). 


include standard Laser high beam 
headlights (Dr Evil will be pleased, 
although no sharks are involved), and the 
latest expression of the custom- 
configurable, hi-res TFT dash instrument 
display (tech debuting for Audi in the TT, 
and shared with the Huracan). 

Although it’s an all-new car, the R8 is 
instantly recognisable as a design evolution 
of the out-going version. Wheelbase is 
identical, although the new car is 
fractionally shorter overall, thanks to 9mm 
deducted from the front overhang. It’s also 
wider (+10mm), lower (-12mm), and quite a 
bit lighter (-40kg). 

V8 lovers and manual fans should grab a 
straw and suck it up because Audi has 
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Overall cabin design is cool and 
focused, butwheel-nnounted 
satellite buttons’ add dranna. 

TFT instrument display screen 
offers multiple configurations 
and works brilliantly. 

Heating, ventilation and cooling 
controlled via rotary dials 
containing neat digital read-outs. 

Audio-philes can opt for 550- 
Watt, 15-speaker Bang & 
Olufsen sound system. 

Touch-sensitive MM I rotary 
push-button ‘terminal’ includes 
scroll and zoom functionality. 
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pressure. On the eireuit, the R8 VIO plus 
was fitted with the 'Traek Paek’ aeeessory 
option, whieh translates to a set of Miehelin 
Pilot Sport Cup 2 semi-sliek tyres. But the 
ear’s open road eharaeter translates 
direetly to the traek; the nose pointing 
obediently and quiekly with understeer the 
dominant trait at the extremely high limit 
of adhesion. 

Braking by dinner-plate metal dises in 
the standard ear, with six-piston front and 
four piston rear ealipers, is seatbelt- 
strainingly good. Carbon-eeramies with big 
eight-pot ealipers up front means the Plus is 
raee traek ready. 

Inside, driver foeus is the design theme, 
and with the 12.3-ineh TFT instrument 
display eonfigured with a large, eentral rev 
eounter and supplementary digital speedo, 
driving quiekly is simple and intuitive. 

The standard multi-adjustable seats are 
brilliant, and the grippy, leather-trimmed 
wheel, eomplete with raey 'satellite buttons’ 
sits in perfeet alignment with the main 
gauges and peripheral switehgear. 

The multi-funetion instrument display 
also negates the need for a separate 
infotainment sereen in the eentre eonsole, 
and the interior feels restrained, yet 
surprisingly open. 

A speeifie switeh on the steering wheel 
eontrols two flaps in the exhaust to 
enhanee or mute its output, and the 
optional magnetie dampers magieally iron 


LAMBORGHINI 

HURACAN 

So near technically, 
yet so far away in 
personality. 


VERDICT 

r ./ 

Racing car 
thrills and tech 
engineered for 
the road 
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enhaneed by the eombination of port (low 
revs) and direet (high revs) injeetion, as 
well as variable earn and valve timing; eaeh 
eye-blink gear ehange delivering another 
stunning surge of aeeeleration. Let the 
'plus’ off the leash eompletely and it will 
puneh up to 330km/h. 

And then there’s the noise. Oh, the 
noise. 

Audi’s VIO introduees an intake set-up 
and exhaust system whieh stands the R8’s 
sound apart. No synthetie enhaneement 
here; a full-blooded yowl in the mid-range, 
aseending to a blood-eurdling, meehanieal 
seream at the top end. And it’s worth 
noting the differenee between standard and 
plus models is marginal. 

As mentioned the 'S tronie’ shift-by- 
wire, dual eluteh seven speed (Lambo ealls 
it LDF for Lamborghini Doppia Frizione) is 
raee ear fast, yet smooth and preeise. The 
spaee frame ehassis is elaimed to be 40 per 
eent stiffer than the one it replaees, 
adopting a multi-material approaeh, 
blending CFRP (Carbon Fibre Reinforeed 
Polymer) around the eoekpit and rear 
bulkhead with aluminium in the rest of the 
strueture. And the engine’s dry sump 
design means it ean be mounted low to 
drop the eentre of gravity down as far as 
possible. Front to rear weight distribution 
is 42:58 (identieal to the Huraean). 

The quattro all-wheel drive system uses 
a eombination of meehanieal diff loek and a 
new eleetro-hydraulie multi-plate eluteh to 
seamlessly manage drive distribution 
between the axles, and steering is 
eleetro-meehanieal. Standard rubber is 
19in Pirelli P Zero (245/35 f - 295/35 r) and 
eleetronieally-eontrolled dampers (Audi 
Magnetie Ride) are optionally available on 
both versions. A 20-ineh rim wearing even 
wider tyres (245/30 f- 305/30 r) is optional. 

The result of all this stiffening, 
balaneing, and tuning is mega dynamie 
response, the R8 remaining stable and 
predietable even under extreme eornering 


out eity and suburban bumps at the push 
of a button. 

The engine also features COD (Cylinder 
On Demand) teeh whieh knoeks out one 
bank of eylinders at low loads (alternating 
either side to avoid eat eonverter eooling), 
a eoasting mode whieh deeouples the 
gearbox on zero throttle downhill runs, 
and a smooth stop-start funetion. All of 
whieh eontributes to a 13 per eent 
improvement in elaimed fuel eeonomy. 

But on the negative side of the ledger, 
despite sharp turn-in and reasonable 
weight, the steering laeks road-feel. 
Diseoneerting in a ear whieh buzzes the 
senses in so many other ways. 

Another surprising hieeup is the 
arrow-shaped trim pieee surrounding the 
top of the instrument binnaele eausing a 
massive windsereen refleetion direetly in 
the driver’s line of sight. 

Audi Australia launehes the R8 loeally 
in the seeond quarter of next year, and is 
yet to eonfirm final spee and prieing. But 
despite the faet the ear is more expensive 
than the out-going model in Germany, the 
stated aim is to make it eheaper here. On 
that basis, expeet the standard R8 VIO to 
weight in around $360k, with the Plus 
stepping up to just the other side of ^400k. 

Standard equipment ineludes the latest 
MMI (Multi Media Interfaee) set-up, with a 
larger rotary/push-button eontroller 
featuring a toueh-sensitive element for 
serolling, writing and zooming in the nav 
funetion. Voiee-eontrol has also been 
upgraded for audio and phone. 

The obvious eompetitor resides 
in-house in the shape of the Lambo 
Huraean. The R8 exudes teehnieal 
effieieney next to the Lamborghini’s more 
fiamboyant personality, and absolutely 
stands up as a daily driver. The ^60k-dearer 
Huraean is more for speeial oeeasions. 

Both are fantastie, the ehoiee will be 
determined more by the seale of your 
ego than the size of your wallet. 
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n t’s not often that taking 
the path less followed is 
also the sensible ehoiee, 
but that’s preeisely true 
of the Skoda Fabia, and 
its plaee in the light ear elass. 

The Czeeh brand’s baby ear, in newly 
arrived third-gen form, fits into the 
segment as the eharaeterful alternative 
to the meehanieally similar Volkswagen 
Polo - and Japanese defaults sueh as the 
Mazda 2 - with selling points sueh as 
solid safety eredentials, an appealing 
infotainment/audio system with 
seamless phone eonneetivity, elever 
design touehes and vibrant exterior 
eolours, and the spaeious wagon body 
variant is a unique proposition in a elass 
dominated by hatehes. 

Sadly, the hot RS versions are gone 
- they didn’t sell; your ehoiees are now 
a low-output 66kW version of 1.2-litre 
turbo four-eylinder with either a 
five-speed manual or a seven-speed 
dual-eluteh auto, or a tuned-up 81kW 
version with the dual-eluteh ’box only, 
both offered in both body styles. 



A eity emergeney braking system 
headlines a eompelling standard 
equipment paekage, whieh also runs to 
tyre pressure monitors and rear 
parking sensors, a 6.5-ineh eolour 
touehsereen infotainment system and a 
leather multi-funetion wheel. 

The sweet 66kW version has a bit of 
eammy eharaeter at low revs and both 
engines use only 4.8L/100km on the 
offieial eombined eyele and perform 
with little effort in normal driving. The 
foot-flat aeeeleration rate might be 
modest, but onee up to speed, the Fabia 
ean sustain it, delivering entertainment 
through the eorners, thanks to its 
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VWPOLO 

Mechanically related, 
brilliantly put 
together, a more 
mainstream option. 


VERDICT 

Left-field can 
also be sensible 
in the Czech 
brand s great 
value light 
hatch and 
impressively 
capacious 
wagon 
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eompaet dimensions, benignly 
well-balaneed ehassis and preeise 
steering. 

The front seats are gripping and 
eomfortable and the eabin offers 
pleasing design and detailing, logieal 
layout, great vision and good 
refinement. It’s pretty roomy in the 
baek, with good head and leg room, and 
the wagon’s 505 litre eargo area is up 
there with medium SUVs and wagons. 

The Fabia line-up opens with the 
$15,990 66TSI manual hateh - the 
81TSI brings its more powerful engine, 
extra equipment and dual-eluteh auto 
for $20,290 as a hateh, and it eosts 
$1150 extra for the wagon at eaeh level. 

The entry-level Fabia hateh is a 
terrifie buy (though standard eruise 
eontrol would be niee) and as a 
sweetener, hatehbaeks eome with free 
on-roads for the remainder of 2015 
(on-roads eost $350 for the wagon). 

But we’d ehoose the eooler looking 
wagon in base form (for its sliek 
manual gearbox) or as an 81TSI, with 
the optional sports paek 17s and 
15mm-lowered suspension. 


SPECS 66TSI •ll97GGturl]o4GYl,58pmanual66kW,160Nm •WlOOkm •0-100km/l]in10.98eG8.182kml] 01049kg •$15,990 
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Relaxation therapy 

The new 300 proves if heaps is good, just a bit more is better n im ■[[■ 


THE RIVAL 



HYUNDA 
GENESIS I 

Another big luxe | 
mobile with a lot of 
tech for not too much | 
cash; also popular ; 
with hire car drivers, i 


I 


means 210kW/340Nm, paired with a new 
eight-speed auto (controlled by a dial on 
the console - someone get Jaguar-Land 
Rover’s patent lawyers on the line.) It’s a 
sweet enough set up for cruising around, 
but gets a bit breathless if you pour it on, 
thanks to the lardy kerb weight. There is a 
Sport setting to sharpen up the trans - 
allegedly the steering too, though you 
wouldn’t know it. It’s not a slow car, but 
it’s designed more for the luxury end of 
the spectrum than the performance end. 

If you want a missile, wait for the SRT. But 
as a rock-solid luxo-cruiser for less coin 
than its Euro competitors, we like it. 



VERDICT 


More luxurious 
than the last 
version, with 
handsome new 
looks, and quiet 
as the grave 
inside 








feels every kilo of its 1862kg mass when 
you pile in at speed; though it does have 
an unflappable level of grip, and never 
feels close to letting go, even when the 
road is a bit narrow and damp and you’re 
flinging around a limo-sized lump of 
American steel in undignifled ways. 

It’s also roomy, and comfortable, and 
easy to get in and out of, and can actually 
carry passengers - all very un-Lotus-like. 

Here’s the testament to what the 300 
C Luxury is like: driving in Sydney peak 
hour with my beloved, it simply eats up 
the distance, quietly and fuss-free, like a 
fat ninja at a buffet; and when we arrived, 
my other half looks over and says, “We’re 
here already? That was quick.” Yes, dear, 
because you’ve been asleep the whole 
time. It’s that quiet and unflustered, over 
almost every surface. It’s like driving a 
four-star hotel room around. 

Chrysler has simplified the range, 
from the half dozen variants before to 
just three: the 300C ($49,000), the 300C 
Luxury ($54,000, and is the one we 
drove), and the 300 SRT, which is coming 
in a couple of months. The SRT will have 
the same monstrous 6.4L V8, but both 
the 300 C and the 300 C Luxury get the 
aluminium 3.6-litre Pent^star V6, which 


hrysler has given the 300 
a good going over. 
Outside, it gets a new 
nose and grille, a new 
bum, new lights and new 
wheels. The interior is decorated with 
leather and wood, a fat-rimmed steering 
wheel, and a 7in colour instrument display 
(same old Chrysler infotainment system 
though.) Under the skin, there’s new 
electronic power steering, front and rear 
parking assist and a rear camera. 

The 300 C Luxury also collects extra 
safety gubbins like lane departure 
warning (which is very sensitive), blind 
spot monitoring, forward collision 
warning and adaptive cruise control, 
which isn’t as adaptive as you might 
expect: it’s fine as long as the traffic is 
flowing, but if it ever comes to a complete 
stop - which is not uncommon in peak 
hour - then you have literally two seconds 
before the cruise control turns itself off. 

All in all, it’s a lot of fruit and a lot of 
car - a loooot of car - for the money, and 
the facelifted 300 is even more like a giant 
motorised couch than before. Which 
drives some people insane - “It doesn’t 
handle,” they scoff, perhaps having 
mistaken it for a Lotus. It’s not a Lotus. It 
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D ou have to hand it to 

Mercedes-Benz. When it 
misses an opportunity, 
it doesn’t do it by 
halves. Take the 

upmarket SUV thing as an example. Its 
arch rivals Audi and BMW have been in 
the space - locally at least - for quite 
some time now with the Q5 and X3, 
while even those upstarts at Jaguar 
Land Rover have stolen some of the 
sales thunder with the Posh Spice- 
endorsed Range Rover Evoque. 

We should back up a little: Merc has 
actually had skin in the game with 
something called the GLK, but seeing 


as it was never made in right hand 
drive, it never made it to Australia, the 
UK, Japan or any other markets that 
drive on the correct side of the road. 

“We made a mistake,” said Merc 
board member Thomas Weber candidly. 
“By the time we saw the growth in SUV, 
it was too late to engineer a right hand 
drive version.” 

Still, the GLK has gone on to sell 
more than 650,000 around the world, so 
it hasn’t been a total loss. It’s actually 
ended up being Merc’s best-selling SUV 
since 2008. 

Needless to say, it wasn’t about to 
make the same mistake twice with the 


SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



LED headlights are 
standard across the 
GLCIine 




Heads-up display - 
justoneof a long list 
of options 



Sign your name with 
the finger-sensitive 
touchpad 


second-generation version, now known 
under Merc’s new nomenclature as the 
GLG. It’s based on the excellent and 
popular G-Glass platform, and looks a 
little bit like a wagon that’s hit the gym. 

Mechanically, Australia will get 
three powertrains come December: an 
entry-level 220d and a more highly 
specced 250d diesel, as well as a 250 
2.0-litre turbocharged petrol. The 450 
Sport comes late in 2016, maybe, while 
the 63 AMG version will lob in 2017. 

It’s hard to see how the GLG won’t 
be a success in Australia: SUV sales 
continue to skyrocket at the expense of 
almost everything else, while Mercedes 
Benz has the added advantage of having 
the Midas touch at the moment. Take 
G-Glass, for example. It’s selling about 
900 a month, second only to the Toyota 
Gamry in the medium sector, and far 
and away the premium sector leader. Its 
A-Glass range, too, is killing it across 
three categories, while the rest of the 
range kicks long-range goals of its own. 

The entry point to the line-up, the 
GLG220d, will cost $64,500 plus 
on-road costs, followed by the 250 
petrol at $67,900 and rounded off by 
the 250d at $69,990. It slots in just 
above Audi’s entry-level Q5 diesel, 
which sells for $62,600, and just below 
BMW’s 2.0 XDrive20d at $64,700. The 
five-door Range Rover Evoque Pure 
AWD diesel, meanwhile, is $53,395. 
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The GLC stands out by, well, not 
standing out. There’s been a few 
polarising designs eoming from 
Mereedes of late, espeeially aeross the 
smaller ear line, but the GLC treads a 
mueh safer, but no less stylish, path. 

It’s easy to eonjure up thoughts of the 
C-Class estate, but the GLC’s rear end 
is more gently angled from the top of 
the tailgate to the rear bumper, while 
the long bonnet and bluff nose lends a 
very distinetive look. It’s 46mm shorter 
than the wagon at 4656mm, though it’s 
longer than both the Q5 (+27mm) and 
the X3 (+99mm). At 1890mm, it’s wider 
than both of its ehief eompetitors, too. 

Sitting behind the wheel is a familiar 
feeling to anyone who’s driven the new 
C-Class - loads and loads of buttons 
and stalks to try and deeipher as best as 
you ean. There are four stalks on the 
left of the steering wheel, for example, 
in addition to two on the right, while 
the wheel itself also sports an array of 
buttons. 

There are even more on the eentre 
eonsole, as well as a mouse-like 
eontroller on the eentre eonsole for the 
tablet-like sereen and a drive mode 
toggle switeh thrown in for good 
measure. While the funetions 
themselves are great, it’s an overly 
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BMWX3 

Renewed and 
refreshed, the X3 is 
up for the fight 


eomplex layout that’s hard to operate 
on the run. It’ll get easier with 
familiarity, but it’s daunting from the 
get-go. 

Thankfully, getting in the 220d, 
starting it and driving away presents no 
issue, revealing a softer, more pliant 
ride than the C-Class with whieh it 
shares its ehassis. Both versions of the 
2.1-litre turbo-diesel four are quiet and 
refined, though the 125kW/400Nm 
220d version needs to work a little 
harder to move the 1845kg GLC than 
the 150kW/500Nm 205d. The 250 petrol 
is quieter again, and while not up to the 


diesels for torque at 350Nm, its 155kW 
has to push around 110kg less. 

All three use Mere’s new nine-speed 
transmission, whieh won’t be as useful 
in speed-limited Australia. The top 
three gears are essentially overdrives, 
and the GLC refuses to drop into ninth 
gear below llOkm/h on a straight, level 
streteh of road. The GLC is also fitted 
with Mere’s 4Matie all-wheel-drive 
system that divides drive with a 45/55 
per eent split between the front and 
rear wheels. 

Our testing eireuit was too short to 
get an idea of how elose the fuel figures 
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really were (5.5 litres per 100km for the 
diesels and 7.1L/100km for the petrol) 
but all three showed numbers that were 
elose to the elaimed figures. 

The five-mode drive seleet toggle is 
best left in eomfort mode, though the 
first of the two sport modes is also 
aeeeptable. The dampers firm up a bit 
too mueh in Sport Plus, while the 
self-shifter hangs onto its gears longer 
than is strietly neeessary. The GLC’s 
eleetrie steering also artifieially firms 
up in sport mode, but not overly so. 

There’s a fair bit of wind noise from 


around the side mirrors as speeds 
exeeed llOkm/h on German autobahns, 
but eabin ambienee is otherwise good. 
Visibility out the front is exeellent, 
though the high bonnet and bluff nose 
makes judging front distanees a little 
tough. Rearward vision is good, and 
the 360-degree eamera option makes 
parking and manoeuvring a doddle. 

It also makes negotiating off-road 
obstaeles easy, too, if you’ve equipped 
your GLG with the optional off-road 
paekage. An additional five off-road 
modes are aeeessed via a eentre eonsole 


VERDICT 

It’s a handsome 
SUV with 
plenty of 
standard spec 
and decent 
performance 
right out of the 
box. 


switeh, while the air suspension ean be 
raised an additional 50mm. 

Steep aseents and deseents are easy 
meat for the GLG, while a roeking 
funetion allows the ear to dig itself out 
of preearious positions. The tyres 
aren’t off-road speeifie, though, so it 
won’t be possible to get in and out of 
everything. 

Mereedes Benz Australia reekons the 
GLG won’t knoek either the G-Glass or 
GLA off their respeetive sales perehes, 
but we reekon the GLG will give them 
both a fright. 








LIFE INSIDE 


No manuals here. All GLCs will 
come with Merc’s new nine-speed 
auto gearbox and all-wheel-drive. 


Centre screen sits proud of the 
dash, but doesn’t retract. Looks 
like a touchscreen but isn’t. 


More stalks than a broccoli farm; 
there’s too many controls hiding 
behind the steering wheel. 




Climate control buttons are 
small and hard to use on the run 
Backseats get own controls. 












Opt for the off-road kit and get 
more buttons; hill ascent, rocking 
mode and slippery surface mode. 
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Steep acserrts and 
descents are easy 
meat for the GhC’ 
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AUDI TT ROASTER 


Very chilled out 

Audi’s drop-rop is the ideai car fcr a baiuiy seaside cruise. Shame we’re in Victoria n pho um 


SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



Engine performs with 
gusto but also has the 
soundtrack to match 



Infotainment display 
is truly innovative 
technology 



Sports car owners are perverse beasts. 
For example, dreary old Britain is one of 
the world’s biggest markets for open ears. 
The theory is they want to eapitalise on 
the three days of sunshine eaeh year. 

The sky is blue this morning in Lome 
on the Great Oeean Road. But it is 
unquestionably ehilly. Not even normally 
hardy surfers are taking to the briny. 

Bravely we drop the soft top, whieh 
takes a mere 10 seeonds (it ean also be 
lowered or raised at speeds up to 50km/h). 
We switeh on the heated seats, and raise 
the wind defleetor, a power sereen that sits 
vertieally behind the oeeupants. 

Our ear is fitted with the optional neek 
heating, a system whieh thoughtfully blows 
a blast of hot air from behind. We’d feel it 


Fuel filler has the 
neat allen-key touch 
of the original TT 



better if we were not wearing a snow 
jaeket, searf and beanie... 

The base Sport TT Roadster line gets 
aleantara/leather eabin trim, Audi’s 
stunning virtual eoekpit display with 
multifunetion sports steering wheel, nav, 
DVD player, 10GB musie storage, live 
traffie and map updates, Bluetooth, new 
18-ineh alloys with Gontinentals, LED 
daytime running lights with xenon 
headlights, eleetrie sport seats with power 
lumbar support, front and rear parking 
sensors, and Audi Drive seleet. Phew. 

But we’re in the S line variant, whieh 
gets the unique body bits and interior 
features along with sports seats of 
perforated aleantara and leather, with 


The seeond-generation TT built on the 
stature and styling of the first. And now 
we have the latest, gen-three double aet, 
bigger and more innovative. And more 
eomplete as a sports ear paekage. 

Apart from the obvious differenee - 
a retraetable three-layer soft top - the 
Australian speeifieations for the new TT 
Roadster largely mirror those of the Goupe 
launehed loeally in February. 

The new quattro-only TT Roadster 
range starts at $81,500 for the base Sport 
and $89,000 for the swisher, plentifully 
stoeked S line - the exaet same prieing as 
the superseded model. But Audi says that 
as well as being newer and improved, it 
also generously earries $8000 of extra gear. 

Initially at least (until the harder-edged 
TT S gets here in in September-Oetober), 
Australians will have a ehoiee of one 
engine, the punehy turbo 2.0-litre TFSI 
four that makes 169kW and 370 torques. 
One major differenee is the open ear has an 
obligatory quattro driveline while the 
Goupe is available in both front drive and 
all-wheel-drive forms. 

Oh, the other differenee is seating. The 
Goupe ean fit two midgets in the rear. The 
Roadster is a two seater, pure and simple. 

Okay, some eynies say that there are no 
praetieal, sane reasons to own an open 
sports ear. Not unless you’re a paid-up 
nareissist with a melanoma-resistant hide. 

But others do get evangelieal about 
the joys of fresh-air motoring with the 
breeze wafting through their eoifs. But 
in the winter? 


he middle of winter is 
probably not a great idea 
to launeh a new open 
sporty ear. Espeeiallya 
Vietorian winter. But ear 
importers like to get fresh, entieing 
produets to market ASAP. So winter it is. 
Along Vietoria’s the snaking Great Oeean 
Road, whieh is the good news. 

So here is the third-gen Audi TT 
Roadster, whieh like its TT Goupe sibling, 
is built on the Volkswagen Group’s 
versatile MQB platform. 

But it’s what sits above that platform - 
the eye-eatehing design - that really eounts 
in the sports ear genre. 

Styling is a massive priority for buyers 
of roadsters, a genus not renowned 
for versatility nor praetieality. 

When the TT was merely A Bright Idea 
baek in 1994, Audi’s R8cD wunderkinds 
sketehed a roadster. Within a year, the 
unstoppable power and influenee of the 
autoeratie Ferdinand Pieeh had insisted the 
eoneept version be a eoupe. Always good 
for a pyroteehnie tanty, whatever Ferdy 
wanted, Ferdy got. The roadster eame 
later. Better late than never. 

History shows that both TT designs, 
inspired by the late 1920s Bauhaus art 
movement (whieh may or may not have 
been fond of the profile of a loaf of 
sourdough, or maybe an armadillo) took 
the market by storm. Okay, sales were not 
astronomieal, but the TT is eredited with 
shaking ear styling out of its 1990s 
eomfort zone. 






torso-cuddling pneumatic bolsters, a 155w 
sound system with nine speakers and 
digital radio. The S line also eomes with 
19-ineh alloy titanium wheels with 
Hankook or Bridgestone tyres, full LED 
headlights, and dynamie rear indieators. 

The all-quattro approaeh of the 
TT Roadster, and the hike in engine 
performanee, does put the emphasis on 
sporty dynamies and driver enjoyment. 

What top-down motoring brings, along 
with weather of many varieties, is an 
awareness of the full menu of sensory stuff 
from outside. Sounds, smells, pigeons... 

We’re loving the engine’s impressive 
driveability and puneh when needed, and 
the rorty noises from the twin exhaust. 

The generous torque peaks as low as 
1600rpm and stays robust right through 
the mid range, making for easy driveability 
if you’re eruising. But the O-lOOkm/h time 
of 5.6sees - faster than the old model - 
eonfirms that the TT ean also get up and 
boogie when asked. And if you really want 
evidenee that a sports ear ean be a teeny bit 
sensible, this 1500 kilo eontraption has an 
offieial fuel figure of 6.7L/100km. 

As the last vestiges of sunshine 
disappears behind low and leaden eloud. 
I’m perversely reminded that the TT’s 
leather upholstery ineorporates heat 
proteetion whieh refieets infrared rays and 
reduees surfaee temperature by up to 20 
degrees. Today this is a redundant feature. 

But we are blown away by the virtual 
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PORSCHE 

BOXSTER 

Mercedes SLK and 
theelderlyBMWZ4 
are obvious, but 
maybe stretch to the 
$1 03 K base Boxster, 
with its beguiling road 
manners, and mature 
styling that won’t slip 
into naff ness by next 
Tuesday. 


VERDICT 

Gorgeous, 
goes and 
handles well, 
well kitted 
with funky 
technology 
and cabin trim. 

But misses 
the same jaw- 
sagging visual 
impact of the 
original TT. 

R/IO 



eoekpit display’s versatility, the 
outstanding ergonomies of the interior, 
and the quality of the eabin materials. 

I take a eall on my Bluetoothed mobile, 
meaning I get to try the effeetiveness of 
Audi’s elever triek of embedding three tiny 
mierophones into the seatbelt sashes. 

Even with the top down and wind rushing 
about, the elarity is impressive. 

Heading away from the oeean into the 
hills, the TT exhibits a pleasing gusto for 
eorners, with the exhaust eraekling with 
joy at every eliek of the paddle shift. 
There’s damn-all understeer, whieh ean 
always be reetified with a slight throttle 
adjustment. The Roadster responds easily 
and immediately to ehanges of direetion 
too, with no sign of argument. It really is a 
pleasant eruiser, with only the sharper- 
edges in the bitumen jolting the steering. 

The S tronie six-speeder, standard with 
the TT Roadster, is so lightning quick and 
intuitive that it eneourages me to overlook 
the slight oeeasional hesitation 
eharaeteristie of dual^eluteh boxes. 

We’re watehing the 
temperature’s dismaying 
plunge from the balmy 12 
degrees C to 11... 10... 
nine... then eight degrees. 

We surrender, baek 
off to just under SOk m/h 


and raise the roof. The eabin temperature 
eleverly and immediately resets from High 
to 22. We turn off the seat heaters and 
heating searf and within a few minutes 
we’re baek to normal. 

The TT’s interior and infotainment 
system, is also simpler to use and is quite 
intuitive despite its myriad funetions. 

The new 12.3-ineh digital display sereen 
sits direetly in front of the driver, 
banishing the eonventional eentre sereen. 
The voiee eommand strueture has been 
eomprehensively re-written to allow the 
use of more natural language. 

The driver ean now press a button on 
the steering wheel and issue an instruetion 
whieh might be as vague as “I feel like a 
Thai takeaway”. The TT’s eomputer will 
seek out the elosest Thai restaurants in its 
GPS. Clever stuff. Now, TT: take us to a 
warm part of Vietoria. 

Well. Even teehnologyhas its limits. 
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O nyone can make cars. 

No offence to the 
people of Azerbaijan, 
but even that obscure 
land of goats and rugs 
has a car factory. 

Australia can’t make cars cheap 
enough to stay in the business, because 
our workers demand to get paid actual 
money, but our engineers sure know 
how to design them. 

This much is evident as we cruise 
through the jungles of the Golden 
Triangle in Northern Thailand in the 
all-new Ford Everest. 

Just like its Ranger relative, the 
Everest is made in Thailand but it was 
conceived in Australia, mate. 

To be more specific, it originates 
from the Ford Australia proving 
ground, located a good stubby throw to 
the north of Geelong in the shadow of 
the You Yangs mountain range, which 
is kind of similar to the actual Everest 
mountain without the snow and height 
and stuff. 

A vast team of Australian engineers 
led the Everest program, which started 
just after the locally-developed 2011 
Ranger went into production. 

But don’t be thinking the Everest is 
a Ranger ute with two extra seats and 
wagon bit on the back. The engineers 
had to work from the bottom up to 
produce a seven-seat family truck that 
has serious off-road capability, but was 
also more refined than the work- 
focused Ranger. 

The end result is a vehicle that can 
handle crazy off-road work, but is still 
comfortable and relatively refined for 
what it is. 


SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



Rear is carefully 
sculpted, not just 
grafted onto Ranger 



Built to handle serious 
off-road work... and 
theschoolrun 



Bin touchscreen for 
the top spec. 4.2in for 
the base model 


It’s much more sophisticated than 
the far cheaper Holden’s imaginatively 
named Golorado? and Isuzu MU-X and 
should have a decent crack at the 
Toyota Prado when the two meet on 
Australian soil. 

Like the mountain, the Ford Everest 
is steep. The cheapest one, which is 
just called Everest, costs ^54,990 and 
is pretty basic. The far better specified, 
halfway up Trend is $60,990. Sitting 
next to the ghost of Edmund Hillary at 
the summit of the Everest range is the 
fully loaded $76,990 Unobtanium, uh, 
sorry. Titanium. 

Like the Ranger, the Everest has a 
great presence when you see it sitting 
there in the steel. This big beastie, 
measuring some 4892mm from nose to 
tail, looks tough as it moves the 
through the muddy tracks of the jungle 
near the town of Ghiang Rai. 

The interior looks smart and far 
more civilised than you might imagine 
given this cabin is essentially shared 
with the Ranger, but most plastic 


“The Everest 
originates 
just a stubby 
throw from 
Geelong” 









surfaces are hard to the toueh. 

The two better-speeified Everest 
models get a buneh of eool interior 
features, starting with the dual 
high-resolution sereens either side 
of the speedo and a big 8-ineh eentre 
toueh sereen (the base model gets 
old-sehool 4.2-ineh version) and 
advanees radar and eamera-based 
funetions eome with the two top 
models. 

There is plenty of room for 
passengers in the first two rows, while 
the third row is really for smaller 
beings, but ean eop an adult on a 


shorter trip. The Titanium has a eool 
sounding Powerfold funetion, whieh 
means the third row seats fold up or 
down at the toueh of a button. Be 
warned: your ehildren will want to play 
with this for hours (hell, it entertained 
me for quite some time). 

Onee the seats are up, the 
remaining spaee is not huge, but is still 
big enough for some shopping. All the 
seats (exeept for the front two) fold 
flat, opening up a load spaee roughly 
the size of the MCG. 

Apart from the eapability to earry 
an extra eouple of kids, the big appeal 



INSTRUMENTAL SUCCESS 


Higher spec Everest models 
have a big speedo in the j 

middle and two fancy 4-inch I 
screens either side of it. That i 
is in addition to the 8-inch 
centre touch screen. 
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JEEP GRAND 
CHEROKEE 

Big, real offroad 
ability, similar pricing. 


of the Everest is that it ean go off road 
and handle some tough terrain too. 

Given it is based on the Ranger, this 
seems a fait aeeompli, but there are 
signifieant ehanges. 

Firstly, to ensure the oeeupants do 
not vomit everywhere, engineers 
removed the workhorse leaf springs 
from the baek and instead eame up 
with a eoil-sprung baek end using a 
Watts linkage for a more eonfortablc 
ride. It doesn’t have an independent 
rear suspension system beeause Ford 
wanted something more durable for 
off-road aetion. 

Like the Ranger, the Everest is a 
body-on-frame design (unlike softer 
off-roaders, whieh have a monoeoque), 
but the Everest’s frame is different 
from the gearbox baek, and thieker. 

It also uses a very different 4WD 
system. This one is eonstant, but ean 
be pre-set depending on the ehallenge 
(sand, mud, gravel or roeks). 

In its default setting, the Everest 
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sends 60 per eent of its power to the 
rear wheels, although up to 100 per 
eent of power ean go to any one wheel 
if it needs to. For this to oeeur, you are 
probably in some very deep poop. 
There is also low range and a loeking 
rear diff. 

The Everest eoped easily with some 
rough muddy trails and roeky ereek 
erossings. That’s no surprise given its 
225mm ground elearanee and a 
best-in-elass wading depth of 800mm 


(about the same height as Bernie 
Eeelestone). 

Ford has also managed a tow rating 
of 3000kg, whieh is deeent. 

The Everest is no lightweight at 
2100-odd kg, so the engine has some 
heavy lifting co do. k eomes from 
the Ranger, but has been tweaked 
for refinement, 

It’s a 3.2-litre five-eylinder turbo 
diesel, whieh manages a deeent 143kW 
and 470Nm, 

As for transmissions: a six-speed 
automatie is the only option. 

There is ample torque for low speed 
mud-plugging, and the engine has 
enough puneh to propel the Everest 
at a deeent paee on the bitumen. 
The transmission is well matehed 
and works away without fuss. 

Ford has tried hard to up the 
refinement levels, using the bonnet 
padding previous lyexelusive to the 
Ranger Wildtrak and a eabin noise 
eaneeliing system. This works well 
dnd the Everest feels relatively 
eivilised. Unfortuna ely, a eoarse 
vibration eomes through the 


1 

2 

3 

4 
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Set the 4WD system for rock, 
sand or mud (which also works for 
gravel and grass) here. 

The dashboard is shared with 
the high-end versions of the 
Ranger ute. Stylish. 

The electrically-assisted steering 
also allows self-parking, but only 
parallel parks, not perpendicular. 

The Titanium comes loaded 
with soft leather seats, but it 
also costs $76,990. 

The Ranger has four 12-volt 
outlets and even a 230-volt 
outlet so you can charge a laptop. 


accelerator pedal, whieh jars with the 
overall serenity like a two-stroke 
outboard. 

Don’t expeet the Everest to handle 
as well as a Territory, just like you 
wouldn’t expeet a Territory to go far 
off road. The Everest’s suspension is a 
bit softer and henee it has more body 
roll; but it’s still generally well tied 
down and ean easily eope with some 
really rough surfaees. 
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D egendary Formula One 
constructor John Cooper 
reached the finish line in 
2000, just before BMW’s 
new generation Mini 
Cooper landed the following year. But 
there’s little doubt the pioneering race 
engineer would approve of the current 
(F56) Mini Cooper S. Quick (O-lOOkmh 
in 6.7 secs), sharp and comfortable, it 
combines impressive refinement with 
genuine shove-in-the-back performance. 

And now, for those wanting to take 
their hot hatch experience from Jalapeno 
to Habanero, the latest Mini John 
Cooper Works (JCW) performance 


fiagship has arrived in Australia. 

Compared to the Cooper S, the new 
JCW adds 20 per cent more power 
(+29kW) and seven per cent more torque 
(+20kW) to reduce O-lOOkm/h 
acceleration by more than half a second. 
It’s also 0.2sec faster than the previous 
generation JCW. 

Engine upgrades include turbo 
tweaks for increased boost pressure, new 
pistons delivering a higher compression 
ratio, and a sports exhaust. A specifically 
developed Brembo braking system ups 
the ante on stopping power, and the aero 
package has been optimised with a 
revised front apron (larger cooling 




JCW branding 
ondoorsillsand 
steering wheel... 



...and wheels and 
brakes. And sidelights 
and grille. But that’s it 



... oh, except for the 
seats. And probably 
inside the muffler 


vents), side sill panels, rear apron and the 
addition of a roof spoiler. 

The JCW is hugely entertaining, 
delivering seriously rapid acceleration, 
superb dynamics, and top-shelf 
refinement. 

The national launch was centred on 
no lesser venue than the Phillip Island 
race circuit; a track session followed by 
several hundred kilometres of twisting 
back roads on a circuitous route between 
the island and Melbourne. 

First impressions are dominated by 
the 2.0-litre turbo’s strength and 
fiexibility. It features BMW’s Valvetronic 
and VANOS variable (valve and cam) 
timing, and the turbo system is 
integrated in the manifold for shortest 
possible exhaust ducting. The result is a 
satisfyingly linear fiow of grunt. Max 
torque is available from l,250-4,800rpm, 
with peak power arriving at 5,200rpm, 
and the JCW pulls like a train right up to 
its 6,500rpm rev ceiling. 

The bonus is a soundtrack 
reminiscent of an old-school Mustang 
289ci V8; a hard-edged, hammering 
engine noise, accompanied by the 
exhaust’s snap, crackle and pop on the 
overrun. 

A six-speed manual version ($47,400) 
arrives in the fourth quarter, so this spin 
was confined to the six-speed auto 
version, and it’s good. 
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In manual mode, shifts through the 
wheel-mounted paddles are rapid, eaeh 
gear holding to the limiter. On the way 
baek down, a eontinued squeeze of the 
paddle sees the trans fliek through ratios 
to the lowest possible gear. A raey toueh. 

The standard Driving Modes funetion 
ean be used to sharpen throttle and 
steering response, while the JCW’s Head 
Up Display (HUD) ean be eonfigured to 
inelude a rev eounter as well as speed and 
gear - good for ‘enthusiastie’ sessions. 

Standard sports front seats, with 
integrated head restraints, look and feel 
great, with exeellent lateral support. 
Braking, with meaty four-piston ealipers 
up front, is brilliant, even under the 
pressure of Phillip Island at full bore; 
and the sports steering wheel is niee 
and grippy. 

The standard Dynamie Damper 
Control (DDC) system allows for a quiek 
switeh between eomfort and sport 
settings, and the differenee is 
pronouneed. Sport is perfeet when you’re 
really on it, but far too firm for slower 
touring. Fliek to eomfort and the road is 
magieally ironed out. 

In terms of outright grip and 
eornering balanee, the JCW is all elass. 
Road feel from the Servotronie 
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VOLKSWAGEN 

GOLFR 


More grunt, AWD, 
and it’s a second 
quickerto lOOkm/h. 
But $5k dearer. 


VERDICT 

Rewarding 
hot hatch with 
speed and class 
to burn 

8/10 


1 

2 

3 

4 
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Paddleshifters here. If you want 
the full nnanual version, you have 
to wait til the end of the year. 

The new generation Mini has 
fewer gimmicks than before, 
but still some cutesy touches. 

Head-up display with speed, gear 
and revs will make you feel just 
like you’re in a real race car... 

... except for the interactive 
disco lights. Honestly, is this 
necessary in a JCW? 

Speedo turns to “race flag” 
above 200kmh. Because at 
190kmh, you’re just cruising... 


electrically-assisted steering is good (but 
not great), and after a quick but 
progressive turn-in the front end sticks 
resolutely. A big contributor here is the 
Performance Control system, subtly 
braking both inside wheels to apply 
torque vectoring-type assistance. 

Standard rubber is run-flat 205/40 on 
unique 18-inch rims, with brands on the 
batch of launch cars varying between 
Dunlop Sport Maxx RT and Pirelli P7. 
Overall, the car feels balanced, steady 
and predictable. 


In comfort mode, the Mini is relaxed 
and refined. The engine’s torque makes it 
an easy drive through the urban grind, 
and the standard 410 Watt, 12-speaker 
Harman Kardon stereo cranks. 

The JCW also picks up special 
trim in the form of unique door sills, 
gear shift lever, leather sports steering 
wheel with red contrast stitching, 
JCW-specific instruments and stainless 
steel sports pedals. 

That said, although the current Mini 
is a step ahead of its predecessors in 
terms of function getting a better 
hearing over form, the interior will still 
feel overly fussy for some. 

The base manual weighs in at a not 
inconsiderable $47,400, which includes a 
long list of standard gear including the 
DDC set-up, special interior trim, 
combination cloth/microfibre upholstery, 
dual-zone climate-control air, interactive 
LED interior lighting. Professional nav 
system with 8.8-inch infotainment 
screen. Digital radio, Harman Kardon 
audio, reversing camera with guide lines, 
special HUD, unique aero package, LED 
headlights, plus front and rear parking 
distance sensors. 

A great package, with lots of fruit, but 
a big ticket price. 


SPECS #2.0-lllre,4GVlturbopelrol,FWD,6-speedauto,]70kW,320Niii •B.SL/IOOkm #0-]00kiii/liln6.te Ol205kg #$49,950 


T0PGEAR.COM ^ S E PT E M B E R 2 01 5 065 







More space and suave looks kick the Tucson up a notch n m ■[(■ 
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his is the new ix35, the 
top-selling compact 
SUV in the country - 
except it’s not called 
the ix35 anymore, and 
it’s not a compact SUV anymore. If 
that sounds like nobbling yourself in 
the middle of a race you’re winning... 
well, it is, a bit. But here’s how it 
happened. Back in 2004, Hyundai 
Australia introduced the original 
Tucson. (“Too-son”, not “Tucks-on”.) 
Then in 2010, they changed the name 
to the ix35, because Hyundai Europe 



did, although in America it was still 
called the Tucson. (In Korea, it was 
called the Tucson ix. Wow. Talk about 
a bet each way.) 

. But this year, Hyundai Global said 
^ - quite sensibly - “Let’s not call the 
r same car different names in different 
f places. Let’s just call it the Tucson 
I everywhere.” And so the name is 
' changing back here. And as far as not 
being a compact SUV anymore - well, 
the ix35 only just scraped under the 
definition of a compact SUV anyway, 
and since the new version is just 


slightly larger, it’s now classed as a 
medium SUV. 

The good news, both for customers 
and Hyundai’s bean-counters, is that 
the new Tucson is a better car than the 
ix35: it looks better, it’s roomier, and it 
drives better. 

It’s a shapely beast, thanks to the 
guiding hand of Hyundai’s design chief 
and large spectacles aficionado, Peter 
Schreyer - it’s Hyundai’s first 
production car overseen from first to 
last by the ex- Audi sketcher. The 
exterior was completely designed in 
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Europe, while the interior was designed 
in North Ameriea - good news for 
fuller framed oeeupants. 

The Hyundai engineers are nuts 
about tuning for Australian roads. 

They love it. They’d do it all day if they 
eould. Every time they launeh a new 
ear, they tell you about the six trillion 
different dampers and suspension 
set-ups they tested. I suspeet they test 
so many beeause they’ve devised a 
testing route that goes past all their 
favourite outbaek pubs; but either way, 


they’ve done a fine job with the 
Tueson. Over eraeked and weathered 
Snowy Mountains tarmae, it’s 
eomposed and steady; on dirt roads, 
you need to seareh out the biggest most 
godawful potholes you ean find before 
you really unsettle the ear. In AWD 
guise, we even plunged reeklessly into a 
boggy, muddy paddoek to see if it 
would get stuek. It didn’t, thankfully. 
We’re not saying it’s a go-anywhere 
roek-erawler, but it’s not sueh a 
soft-roader that it will seize up at the 



SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



The Sin screens don’t 
get Apple CarPlay. 
Don’t ask why 



Diesel option is 
torquey (400 Nm) but 
p ricey (over $40 k) 



Smart tailgate in top 
spec. Otherwise: 
buttons. Boo, buttons 


suggestion of leaving the bitumen. 

In eorners, it feels planted and 
grippy, and although it does feel tall, 
body roll is very eontained. Yes, it still 
feels like an SUV, not a hot hateh; but 
in its new medium-SUV battleground, 
the Tueson will be going up against the 
dynamieally fine Mazda CX-5, whieh 
also happens to be the segment leader 
with around 20 per eent of all medium 
SUVs, erushing all who dare stand 
before it. So the Tueson needs to bring 
its A-game. In front-wheel-drive guise, 
it did get a little slithery on some uphill 
dirt roads, but in AWD flavour, it’s 
eonfidenee supreme. 

Compared with the ix35, the Tueson 
is 65mm longer, with a 30mm-longer 
wheelbase. The boot is 20-odd litres 
bigger, and more importantly, the 
opening is bigger, so it’s easier to get 
dead bodies wrapped in rugs (or, 
y’know, anything) in and out; at 488L 
with the rear seats up, the eargo spaee 
is handily bigger than that in the CX-5. 

The model line-up is slightly 
eonfusing. The range starts with the 
Aetive ($27,990), but we ean’t tell you 
the spees for that beeause it’s not here 
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yet. So, it really starts with the Aetive 
X, with a 2.0-litre petrol running the 
front wheels only, via either a six-speed 
manual ($30,490) or auto ($32,990). 
The Aetive X has a rear eamera, rear 
park assist, eruise eontrol, and six 
airbags. It also gets 18-ineh wheels, 
leather seats, and a 7-ineh touehsereen 
with Apple CarPlay and (from early 
next year) Android Auto, both of whieh 
effeetively turn the ear’s sereen into a 
remote sereen for your phone, 
aeeessing many (but not all) apps you 
have installed. So you ean eheek and 
send messages (via voiee eontrol), play 
musie, even use your phone’s maps for 
nav (the Aetive X has no built-in nav.) 

Pay a bit more, and you ean step 
into the Elite variant... with eloth seats, 
17-ineh wheels, and no Apple CarPlay 
or Android Auto. Confused? So were 
we. The Elite does get other features 
over the Aetive X, like an eleetrieally 
adjustable driver’s seat, eleetronie park 
brake, smart tailgate, smart key, and 
in-built sat nav. But it’s strange “one 
hand giveth, one hand taketh away” 
approaeh. The real win in the Elite is 
you ean ehoose either a 1.6-litre turbo 
petrol with AWD via a 7-speed DCT 
($38,240) or a 2.0-litre diesel with 
AWD via a 6-speed auto ($40,240). 


THE RIVAL 



MAZDA CX-5 

Still the benchmark 
for the medium SUV 
market, and still the 
favourite with buyers 


VERDICT 

Good looks, 
a practical 
interior and 
exhaustive 
d rivet rain 
options - plus it 
drives sweetly. 


At the top of the range is the 
Highlander, whieh is $43,490 with the 
1.6-litre turbo AWD DCT, or $45,490 
with the diesel AWD 6sp auto. The 
Highlander gets 19in alloys, front and 
rear park assist, a sunroof, eleetrie 
driver and front passenger seats, blind 
spot deteetion, lane departure 
warning, lane keeping assist, tyre 
pressure monitoring system, and other 
doodads. (Put in on eruise eontrol with 
lane keeping assist, and it’ll drive 
itself... for about 10 seeonds, before it 
freaks out that you’ve gone to sleep and 
sets off an alarm.) 

For our money, the best drivetrain 
was the 1.6-litre turbo - a tweaked 
version of the unit that powers the 
Veloster SR Turbo, as it happens - with 
the seven-speed DCT, in either the 
Elite or the Highlander. It’s notieeably 
livelier than the atmo two-litre efforts, 
espeeially uphill and during 
overtaking; and the DCT is a newer and 
neater unit than the six-speed auto. 

On the other hand, you have to 
spend at least $38k to get into it. For 
sehool-run SUVs, where you don’t 
really need all-wheel-drive and the only 
overtaking is being done by other 
people, the FWD Aetive X is surely 
fine, and at least you get leather seats. 
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D et me start by saying 

this: I haven’t driven the 
2.0-litre version of the 
MX-5 yet. There wasn’t 
one in the eountry at 
press time. But after driving the 
1.5-litre in both Roadster and GT 
guises, and with both manual and auto 
transmissions, I already feel ready to 
debunk an early whisper eehoing around 
the plaee. There are people saying the 
MX-5 needs the 2.0-litre engine, that 
the 1.5 is undereooked. 

Those people are wrong. The 
2.0-litre may well be sweet, and 
hopefully we’ll find out soon, but here’s 
the truth: in 1.5-litre spee, this ear is 
just an absolute joy. No eaveats or 
qualifieations needed. On a great road 
(we drove it through the Sunshine 
Coast hinterland) on a beautiful day, 
top down. Stones on the stereo... it 
doesn’t get any better. 

The reason some misguided people 
dismiss the 1.5 is beeause they think it’s 
underpowered. And yes, on a sustained 
elimb or an unexpeeted steep rise, you 
might have to shift down a few gears 
- the 1.5 manual might only weigh 1009 
kilos, but 96kW and 150Nm does not 
equal faee-stretehing performanee in 
anyone’s book. 
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But that’s part of the fun, not a limit 
to it. When was the last time you were 
in a low-slung sportster with the 
aeeelerator full fiat to the fioor in fourth 
gear, revs up around the red line... but 
you’re still almost within sight of the 
speed limit? Try it in a 911 and you’ll 
end up either in traffie prison or 
wrapped around a traetor two paddoeks 
over. The 1.5-litre isn’t underpowered 

- you ean build up a full head of steam, 
but you have to work for it, and you have 
to work to keep it; no lazy “fast in, slow 
out, then plant the foot” slovenliness 
here. Although “work” is probably the 
wrong word, beeause it’s great fun 
elimbing up and down the ratios. And 
you should absolutely get the manual. 
The auto trans is okay and has 
paddleshifters on the wheel if you want 
to take over, but the manual is brilliant, 
the gearstiek (only as tall as your fist) 
slotting neatly from eog to eog with a 
tiny wee throw. 

And beeause the MX-5 is small - and 
it is very small, it’s roughly the same 
size of one of Shaquille O’Neal’s shoes 

- and beeause you’re sat so low to the 
ground, it feels fast all the time. It’s the 
same triek the Toyota 86 pulls: 100 feels 
like 130, and 130 feels like 200 (er, so 
we’ve heard, your honour.) And it’s 


SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



Head unit in the 
Roadster. Good grief. 
Is it 1989 again? 



The auto shifter. 
Hopefully this is the 
only timeyou’ll see it 



Look at that donk! 
Briefly. Then stop, 
and drive instead 


beautifully balaneed, and supple, and 
the steering feels pure and direet, and it 
sounds great... 

I’m going on a bit, I know, like a 
sehoolboy with a erush. But it’s that sort 
of ear. It’s lovely. And friendly, and not 
intimidating - Mazda uses the term 
jinha ittai, meaning “horse and rider as 
one.” And we see their point, but for us, 
it’s more like putting on Iron Man’s suit: 
bright red, basieally skintight, and just 
begging you to fiy through the 
eountryside for as long as you ean 
possibly spare. 

So. The other thing you’ll probably 
hear about the new MX-5: body roll. Yes, 
there is some body roll. In faet, from 
inside the eabin, it ean feel quite 
extreme if you pile into a sharpish 
eorner at paee, although it’s slightly 
deeeptive - wateh from behind in a 
ehase ear, and you see that it’s not quite 
as earned as you thought. If you’re the 
sort of person who breaks into hives at 
the mention of body roll, and like your 
rides nailed fiat in all eonditions... well, 
eertainly, go buy a Boxster. For three 
times the priee. 

The MX-5 is not a eut-priee Boxster. 
It’s a different experienee, and worth 
savouring on its own merits. Just like 
you don’t only buy a eheeseburger 
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VERDICT 

Just gidrious, 
And sharply 
priced as well 
Sell the Iddsp 
Qne now 


because it’s cheaper than a steak - 
sometimes what you really want is the 
cheeseburger. (Oftentimes, in fact, if 
you’re me. Then you have the steak 
after.) 

The body roll doesn’t feel flabby or 
poorly judged, like in overly cushioned 
big cars and SUVs; it feels natural, and 
intuitive, the way you lean your body 
into corners on a bike (but, y’know, the 
other way.) With the car moving 
predictably under you - and the tail 
wagging ever so slightly behind you, 
rear tyres singing around tight corners 
- the MX-5 is just so much fun in 
real-world conditions, and at not-too- 
irresponsible speeds. 

The line-up is easy to explain. 

There’s two engines, both four-cylinder, 
the 1.5L, and the 118kW, 200Nm 2,0L. 
And for each engine, there’s a choice of 
auto or manual - get the manual - and 
two trim levels. Roadster and Roadster 
GT. The GT gets leather seats instead of 
cloth, LED running lamps, heated scats 
and a few other gizmos, but most of all, 
it gets the 7in touchscreen with sat nav, 
where the Roadster makes do with a 
frankly terrible and wildly outdated 


digital head unit. Don’t sweat it. Once 
you pair your phone with the boggo unit 
(via voice command - the buttons 
seemingly do nothing), it’ll stream 
music and calls just fine, and you need 
never look at it again. It is a rubbish 
thing, though. 

The 1..SL Roadster is $3l,99Q in 
manual and 8^3^990 in ayto. The L5L 
Roadster GT is ^37,990 in manual, 
$39,990 in auto. The 2.0 L Roadster Is 
$34,490 in manual, $36,490 in auto; and 
the 2.0L Roadster GT is $39,550 in 
panuaU S4U550 in aum Phew. Anyway. 


it’s massively cheaper than the outgoing 
3rd-gen MX-5, which started from about 
$47,000, and it’s a better car. 

A few minor gripes. The storage in 
the cabin in roughly nil - Mazda missed 
a trick by not putting elastic nets on the 
bottom of the doors, they’d be super 
handy. The glovcbox and cup holders 
are behind your shoulder, and basically 
inaccessible unless you’re a Pilates 
instructor. And if you’re over six foot, 
your head is going to be stuck up into 
the jetstream with the roof down... or 
touching the roof when it’s up. The 
cloth roof, by the way, is manually 
operated, and it couldn’t be simpler - 
it’s a cwD-second job to fold it up or 

dow'n, and you can even do it 
while you’re driving. In 
facti we prefer it to the 
old electrically 
retractable hard-top. 
Good job, Mazda. 
Bloody great job. 


TOYOTA 86 

Similar price, same 
brilliant fun. Do you 
fancy a rag-top or 
tin-top? 
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n n launching its second 
generation XC90, 
Volvo isn’t skimping 
on big, sweeping 
statements. Aeeording 
to the Swedish ehefs from 
Gothenburg, the seven-seat SUV 
represents “a new beginning” and 
“defines the eompany’s future 
direetion.” Whieh is eode for, “Ford 
sold us to Geely five years ago, and 
we’re free to do what we want 
without wading through masses of 
red tape in Detroit.” 

In faet, Volvo elaims it will turn 
over its entire line-up in the next four 
years, and believes all that fresh 
metal, marketed under a new 'Made 
by Sweden’ positioning, will finally 
make it a eredible eontender in the 
upper-luxury ranks. It eost $11B over 
three years, and Volvo’s ealling its 
ambition out loud and proud, saying 
the XG90 has been designed to “lead 
the market” in terms of eomfort, 
luxury, and user interaetion. 

Although overall proportions are 
similar to the ear it replaees the 
seeond-gen XG90 sits on the brand’s 
new modular SPA (Sealable Produet 
Arehiteeture) ehassis, whieh is likely 
to underpin many of its upeoming 
siblings due by 2019. 

Initially there’s a ehoiee of two 
engines, a 165kW/470Nm twin-turbo 


diesel four (D5), and a 235kW/400Nm 
twin-eharged petrol four (T6). The 
latter uses a supereharger to enhanee 
torque at lower engine speeds, with a 
turbo taking over to boost the top end. 
Both are matehed with an eight-speed 
auto, produeed by Aisin-Warner to 
Volvo’s in-house design. 

Six months down the traek, Volvo 
will add a plug-in hybrid version of the 
petrol unit (T8) whieh tips in another 
65kW/240Nm of eleetrie grunt for a 
family fast 5.6 seeond O-lOOkm/h time. 

There are three model grades - 
Momentum, Inseription, and R-Design, 
the latter available from the fourth 
quarter of this year. 

Beside the platform and drivetrain 
there are several key teeh features that 
stand the new XG90 apart. 

First, the standard 'Run-off road 
proteetion paekage’ eombines seatbelt 
pre-tensioning with energy-absorbing 
seats to help prevent spinal injuries in 
a hard, off-highway landing. 

Next, the 'Auto brake at 
interseetion’ system automatieally 
brakes the ear if the driver turns in 
front of an oneoming ear. 

Plus, the tablet-style 'Sensus’ 
infotainment interfaee uses an infrared 
sereen (so you ean wear gloves and still 
tap or swipe) for everything from nav 
and audio, to phone and on-board 
vehiele funetions. In eertain seetions 


SNAPSHOT 


IN DETAIL 



Rear seats not only 
get vents but temp 
controls. Very good 



XC90 design team 
dubbed LED running 
lights Thor’s Hammer’ 



Easy seating for more 
kids than your wife’s 
willing to have 


ieons ean also be positioned on the 
'desktop’ in line with user preferenee. 

The XG90’s loeal launeh in and 
around Ganberra took in a mix of 
freeway, eoarse-ehip b-roads, as well as 
the odd dirt seetion, and the first few 
kays in a Momentum T6 had us 
double-eheeking we weren’t in a diesel, 
beeause at idle and slow speeds the 
twin-eharged four sounds 
eomparatively eoarse. But get it up into 
the mid-range and the new engine is 
spirited and the eight-speed auto 
smooth. The transition from 
supereharger to turbo is ini perceptible, 
and maximum torque is available from 
2,200rpm all the way up to 5,400. 

Suspension set-up is double- 
wishbone front and an integral axle 
rear, ineorporating a lateral leaf spring, 
and ride eomfort on the Momentum's 
standard 19-ineh alloys, shod with 
235/55 Miehelin Latitude Sport 3 
rubber, is exeellent, although more 
pronouneed holes and eracks generated 
some over-the-odds noise and 
vibration. 

Road feel from the eleetrieally- 
assisted, variable power steering is OK, 
braking is strong, and the design and 
development effort that’s gone into the 
front seats has paid off with great 
long-distanee eomfort eoinbined with 
exeellent (adjustable) lateral support. 

Swapping to a D5 Inseription, the 


SPECS Momentum TG02.O-lilre,turl]o/superGharge[l,AWD,235l(W,4OONm •G.GL/IOOkm^O-IOOkm/hinG.Gsecs 01,965kg •$93,950 
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VERDICT 

Volvo's first 
shoi attfa i i 
luxury SUV 
bif leagues is a 
good one 


twin-snail diesel ehips in with an extra 
70Nm of torque, delivered aeross a 
relatively narrow peak band from 
1, 750-2, SOOrpm, whieh is perfeet for 
towing (max weight 2,250kg). 

The step up to 20-ineh rims, 
wearing 275/45 tyres, doesn’t harm the 
ride/handling balanee, and highway 
eruising is relaxed, with plenty in 
reserve for rapid overtaking. 'Look at 
me’ 21- and 22-in wheels are optional. 

The interior design is elassie 
Seandinavian minimalism, with the 
Sensus system ineorporating most of 
the functions normally handled by 
dash and eonsole switehgear. The base 
Momentum we drove featured dark 
leather upholstery and interior trim, 
and while the standard of fit and finish 
is high, the overall impression is flat; 
laeking a sense of oeeasion. Our adviec 
would be to stump up an extra $700 for 
bireh or walnut wood trim elements. 
They make a big differenee, as did 
lighter Nappa leather upholster in the 
Inseription. 


BMWX5 

Owns the luxury 
SUV market, butthe 
newXC90’sareal 
contender 


The Sensus interfaee is super easy 
to use, the 12.3-ineh digital instrument 
display is elear and easy to eonfigure, 
the widely adjustable seeond row seats 
ineorporate Volvo’s built-in ehild 
booster eushion in the eentre position, 
and the third row is tailor-made for 
kids, with more than adequate spaee 
for grown-ups on short to medium 
trips. Plus folding seats for a multitude 
of load positions is stress-free. 

Prieing starts at $89,950 for the 
Momentum D5, rising to $96,950 for 
the Inseription and $97,950 for the 
k-DcsJgn. Opt from Petrol power and 
you’ll need to add $4k to the equivalent 
model walk up ($93,950, $100,950, 
$101,950). When the R-Design T8 
Hybrid hits later in the year, it will 
streteh to $122,950. 

On the faee of it, that’s a roughly 
$20k inerease from the out-going 
mode] aeross the board, but Volvo’s 
eonfident the new drivetrains, 
innovative teeh, and inereased spee 
more than justifies its prieing strategy. 

Standard equipment for the 
Momentum ineludes the Sensus 
system, 10-speaker 'High Performanee 
Audio’ (19-speaker Bowers 8c Wilkins 
is a $4,500 option on all variants). Hill 
Deseent Control (HDC), 'Park Assist 
Pilot’ with front and rear sensors, 
power tailgate, rear parking eamera, 
eleetrie front seats, leather, alloys, LED 
auto-bending headlights, four-zone 
elimate-control, rain-sensor wipers, 
eruise, plus 'Driver Alert’ and 'Lane 


1 

2 

3 

4 
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Sensus infotainment interface 
places most used functions at the 
top of the infra-red screen 

12.3-inch LCD instrument 
cluster can be configured to 
include media and nav displays 

Wheel functions include cruise- 
control and ‘Pilot Assist’, voice 
commands and menu navigation 

Standard 10-speaker audio is 
mega, with 1400 Watt, Bowers 
& Wilkins system optional 

Carefully contoured front seat 
backs provide excellent support 
and maximise rear legroom 


Departure Warning’ systems. 

The Inseription pieks up Nappa 
leather, high-level interior 
illumination, dual integrated exhausts, 
and the 'IntelliSafe’ paekage, ineluding 
the Blind Spot Information System 
(BLIS) with 'Cross Traffie Alert’ and 
'Rear Collision Warning.’ 

Then the R-Design adds, 'Drive 
Mode’ adjustable power steering, 
Chareoal headlining, sports seats, and 
interior earbon trim elements. And 
with the T8 drivetrain the R-Design 
eops an Orrefors erystal gear lever and 
panoramie sunroof (a $2,950 option on 
other models). 

That’s lots of eash, and lots of fruit. 
We’re not sure the new XC90 is a 
market leader straight out of the box, 
but it’s one helluva big step eloser. 
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MW Motorrad has been 
doing some very 
non-BMW things of late. 
Long the two-wheeled 
bastion of eonservative 
design and striet funetionality, the dour 
Bavarians have been re-inventing 
themselves as erazy-fun motoreyele 
lunaties. 

Funetion-over-form is what BMW has 
always been great at. Unlike Italian 
offerings, none of their bikes ean be 
deseribed aesthetieally as “beautiful”, but 
every one of them ean be deseribed as 
“really good at being a motoreyele”. Also 
unlike some Italian offerings. 

So when BMW debuted the RnineT last 
year, lots of people blinked. Beeause the 
RnineT was beautiful. Its lines were 
elassieally elegant and a little brutal. Its 
tank was a seulpted tour de foree, and the 
entire paekage “worked” on an aesthetie 
level better than anything BMW had 
ereated in the past. 

But there was more to the RnineT. 
BMW had made a bike it aetually wanted 
buyers to eustomise. It insisted on it. As far 
as it was eoneerned, the RnineT was a 
blank eanvas, and motoreyelists were to 
“have at it”, as it were. 

Enter Deus Ex Maehina. This Sydney- 
based bike-shop and Hipster fashion meeea 
has been eustomising bikes in its own 
unique style for almost a deeade. And what 
it’s done to the RnineT is altogether 
unique. 

From a series of sketehes by Carby 
Tuekwell, Deus’ ereative designer, builder 
Jeremy Tagand has ereated something he 
feels is “retro and simple”, while “keeping 
the quality” BMW is renowned for. 


B 



The foeal point of the bike, and the 
surrounding universe, is the vast 30-litre 
hand-formed alloy tank. Unlike the 
massive 30-plus litre Heinrieh tanks that 
were being fitted to some Beemers in the 
70s and 80s and sat, with Germanie 
slab-sidedness, lower on the frame, this 



IN DETAIL 



Why have a normal 
tank, when you can 
have a bloody big one 



Easily adjusted ‘clip- 
on’ handlebars attach 
d i rectly to for k tu bes 


horizontally opposed twin sound fat and 
nasty - the reverse-eone two-into-one- 
into-two system does give a pleasing 
burble. The battery has been moved under 
the bike, the airbox has been eonsigned to 
the bin and it breathes in via two exposed 
filters. The seat is a vision in stressed 



Modified RoboCop 
helmet forms racy 
alloy tailpiece 


brown suede and aetually more eomfy than 
the stoek unit, whieh gnawed on my 
manhood more than I enjoyed, and sits 
ahead of a triek-looking alloy raeing 
tail-pieee. The rear guard is a single-sided 
mounting that was also hand-formed from 
aluminium. A sexy, elever and small 
Motogadget dash and some tidy wee 
blinkers eomplete the bike. 

At the end of the day this is a design 
exereise. No-one is pretending it is 
anything other than a unique take on what 
is a bold eustomer eoneept from BMW. 

No, it doesn’t eraek through the 
twisties as good as the stoek version. But 
this is eustom, goddamnit! And it’s going 
to spend most of its time parked outside 
Fair Trade eoffee shops, not setting 
lap-times at Phillip Island. And it will be 
great at that. 


There’s a Power Commander 
ignition module that has 
inereased torque by 20 per 
eent and put five extra 
kilowatts at your disposal, as 
well as a zesty sounding 
exhaust system - and while 
it’s not possible to make a 


one sits higher. It’s a masterwork of 
handerafted alloy in teehnieal terms. 
Aesthetieally, I think it just overwhelms 
the bike’s original tidy lines with its size. 

Praetieally, it also puts a lot of weight 
(petrol is not lighter than air, oddly 
enough) higher than is ideal for sharp 
handling. With the elip-ons replaeing the 
wider standard bars, the bike steered 
heavier and slower than I was happy with. 
Happily, Jeremy did install surge baffles 
whieh help 30kg-odd of fuel to not 
suddenly move forward under hard 
braking and make things all sereamy 
for the rider. 
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The cream of the modern muscle car crop from AMG and 
HSV shows how forced induction has made V8 
performance sedans more fun and relevant than ever 

WORDS; JAMES STANFORD PICTURES CRISTIAN BRUNELLI 
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ometimes nations that appear completely at 
odds find common interests. 

According to The Google, Germans love 
David Hasselhoff, and even want to hear him 
sing. They also love to eat pork knuckle and enjoy punching Greece in 
the face. 

Australia, on the other hand, has no qualms with Greece, isn’t really 
up for pork knuckle and would like to punch Hasselhoff in the face, 
whether or not he tries to sing. 

But despite these seemingly glaring differences, Germans and 
Australians stand side by side when it comes to the love of rear-drive 
V8s. 

Both of us, at least for now, produce completely bonkers rear-drive 
V8 muscle cars that are based on perfectly sensible sedans designed for 
ferrying families, executives and reps around. They have four doors, 
five seats and a boot, something that can often help the approval of the 
purchase of said machine by a significant other. 

They are very different beasts from contrasting cultures, but both 
celebrate the sound and fury that can only be generated by a V8 engine. 

In order to illustrate the point, TopGear brought together the latest, 
and quite possibly greatest, V8 sedan from Germany, the new 
Mercedes-AMG G63 S, and the current king of the local muscle car 
class, the big daddy HSV GTS. 

The latest crazy G car is called the G63, just like its 6.2-litre V8 
predecessor, which became an instant cult classic, but has a different 
engine. This time around, Mercedes AMG engineers came up with a 
new V8 that measures just 4.0-litres. Really? That’s the same size as a 
Falcon six-cylinder. But this particular engine has something special 
snuggled in the V of the 8; two turbochargers. They blow harder than 
Donald Trump and enable the engine to produce a whopping 375kW 
and 700Nm. Rightio then, that should get along. 

The GTS takes a different approach. HSV looked across the Pacific 
to the General Motors’ Ghevrolet division and its hulking 6.2-litre V8. 

It still has pushrods, the old-school jousting sticks of the engine 
block, but is otherwise advanced and produces more than 320kW in all 
HSV models. 

However, Ghevy’s looniest engineers thought it would be fun to 
strap on a supercharger to this already fearsome engine. As a result, it 
makes some 430kW and 740Nm, which is roughly the same turning 
force as the Gravitron carnival ride that separated many an Australian 
child from their just-eaten fairy floss in the 1980s and ‘90s. 

So, you get the picture then. Both cars are bat-poop crazy. But they 
do look rather different parked in the studio for our photoshoot. The 
GTS is big and brash with its pumped-out wheel arches, deep front lip, 
fat 20-inch wheels, bright yellow brake calipers and the fixed rear wing 
spoiler. It is also a full-size bigger, and that makes an impression. 

Then there’s the colour; a shade that’s, let’s say, out there. As much 
as ‘Jungle Green’ makes me want to call the doctor, the GTS colour 
palette is fantastically Aussie, with bright blues, greens, reds and 
purple. There is also ‘Heron White’, which changes colour when 
targeted by an actual Heron. 

The Mercedes-AMG, in comparison, is decked out in a sedate silver. 
The only bright colours available are a red and a blue, and it is clear the 
Germans don’t go for the kind of hero colours that have been a feature 
of Australian muscle car culture since the late 1960s. 

The Benz looks capable, but the clues are much more subtle. There is 
a lip on the bootlid for wind management, but it is teenie and 
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GTS&C63S 



"BOTH CELEBRATE 
THE SOUNO ANB 
FURY THAT 
CAN ONLY BE 
GENERATEO BY A 
VB ENGINE" 













HSVGTS 


Price: $96,990 
Engine: 6162cc, 
supercharged V8, 
430kW @ 6150rpm, 
740Nm @ 3850rpm 
Performance: 
0-100km/h4.5, 
250km/h max 
Transmission: 
Six-speed automatic, 
RWD 
Economy: 
15.7L/100km, 
329g/km C02 
Weight: 1892kg 


Price: $154,900 
Engine: 3982cc, 
twin-turbo V8 

375kW@5500-6250rpm, 

700Nm@1750-5400rpm 

Performance: 

O-lOOkm/h in 4.0 seconds; 
250km/h max 
Transmission: 
Seven-speed automatic, 
RWD 
Economy: 
8.6L/100km, 
200g/km C02 
Weight: 1655kg 
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FAST DESIGN FEEL 





GTS&C63S 


weenie. Overall, there is a modern seulpture to the design with rounded 
edges at the rear and a sloping shoulder line, while four quad pipes at 
the baek suggest the C63 means business. The front is mueh more 
obviously mean. It is dominated by two big air intakes on eaeh side of 
the nose, whieh are just the right size to inhale eats and small to 
medium dogs, and Tm told they also eool stuff down. 

The bonnet has ereases that suggest something sinister lies below 
and the largest badge known to man on the grille shows that Mereedes 
is quite proud of what it has eome up with. 

Those rounded headlights look a bit strange thanks to various oddly- 
shaped LED elements, but the boffins who produeed them didn’t 
develop them for a beauty and they are so good you will want to drive 
around at night for no good reason. The C63 sits on 19-ineh wheels that 
have been painted blaek, whieh adds to the understated menaee theme. 

We have the sedan, but Mereedes does sell a wagon version with 
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room in the baek for a dog. One with big ears would be good beeause 
that way you ean use their motion to gauge your speed. 

It’s finally time to hit the road and I elimb into the Mereedes. 

There’s a erisp, front-on image of the ear on the sereen between the 
speedo and the taeho, and its headlights flash onee as if eneouraging 
me to fire-up the engine. I take the hint and on my eommand, it bursts 
into life with a wonderful gruffness and settles down to a menaeing 
idle, the sound of all eight eylinders bouneing off the walls. 

It’s time to move away, but not before loeking in a myriad of 
settings. Both the GTS and C63 S have various modes that alter the 
drive, but in the HSV it feels like you’re fiddling around the edges. Sure, 
it paeks the Gen3 Magnetie Ride Gontrol, whieh is grerat, and it’s fun to 
play with different modes, and maybe the engine power delivery, but 
the ehanges are not fundamental to the drive experienee. 

In the Mereedes, they are. You ean ehange the entire vibe with the 
toueh of a few buttons. Set it to Gomfort, seleet full automatie and 
make sure the erazy exhaust mode is disengaged and you ean take dear 
old Nana for a drive and she won’t even suspeet she’s in a performanee 
ear. The mighty and quite sensitive brakes don’t ehange, but ^^9 


- 4 ^ 


TOPGEAR.coM ^ SEPTEMBER 2015 


081 







GTS&C65S 


everything in the rest of the ear does. The ride is sweet and soft, the 
engine is quiet, the steering is light and the aeeelerator has to be 
pressed mueh harder to get things going. It is perfeet for eommuting to 
and from work or earrying the kids. 

When the time eomes to get sporty, seleet the Sport Plus or Raee 
mode, fliek on that eop trumpet exhaust and kiek it in the guts. 

The aeeeleration is ineredible. Those two turbos make up for any 
laek of displaeement and the C63 slings forward like a NASA roeket test 
sled. Mereedes provides a O-lOOkm/h figure of 4.0 seeonds, whieh is 
getting perilously elose to superear territory, and I have absolutely no 
reason to doubt it. 

The last C63, with its naturally aspirated 6.2-litre V8 sounded like it 
was eoming to kill you and everyone in your village. This one still 
sounds awfully mean and will give you tingles, but doesn’t have quite 
the same ring of brutality. However, the old engine was quiet when you 
baeked off, while the new one delivers a delieious volley of artillery fire 
that should make you happy in your pants. 

The Mereedes is smaller than the GTS and it is also exeeptionally 




"THE NEW ENGINE DELIVERS 
A VOLLEY OF ARTILLERY 
FIRE THAT SHOULD MAKE - 
YOU HAPPY IN YOUR PANTS" * 


well tied down. With all that grunt, the baek will want to step out, but 
the ehassis is so forgiving that a powerslide is easy to have and to hold. 

The GTS is also delightful to drive, but eloser to a V8 Superear 
experienee. It too has a fantastie V8 engine note, although it’s not quite 
as loud as the Mere in its extreme mode, exeept when you reaeh the top 
of the rev range. By this time Big Ghev is making a kind of animalistie 
howl that mimies an angry lion being poked where it shouldn’t be. 

It is intoxieating, as is the stunning aeeeleration. HSV doesn’t 
provide a O-lOOkm/h, but journalists reekon it does it in 4.5 seeonds. 

That is something speeial for sueh a big ear that ean double as a 
family hauler. Naturally, the HSV is eumbersome in eomparison to the 
smaller Mereedes, but it is no boat. 

As you might expeet, there is going to be a gap in the quality and 
refinement of the interior in line with the priee differenee. The quiet 
Mereedes eabin is all dark wood, fine metal surfaees and even has an 
analogue Swiss wateh in the middle of the dashboard. It is the perfeet 
gentleman, but earries a ean of Ass-Whoop to be opened when required. 

The HSV is less eultured and isn’t pretending to be anything it isn’t. 
The Gommodore-based eabin is more prosaie, with bright eolours and 
dials and a PlayStation style raee driver interfaee. Some eontrols are 
shared with a $20k Gruze. Not that it matters. Owners buy these for the 
unique Australian musele ear driving experienee (while they still ean). 

The Mereedes sets new standards as a dual-purpose performanee ear 
that ean thrill and pamper in equal measure. It is streets ahead of 
anything on the road at its priee point and is the performanee sedan (or 
wagon) to buy if you ean afford it. The more attainable HSV is a beefy 
brawler, with wieked performanee, and will go down in history as the 
most powerful Australian musele ear ever. Yes, we love them both and 
are willing do anything to own either one. OK, I should probably 
stipulate pretty mueh anything. Ei3 
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FURY 


Is the GTS RS so 
track-focused you 
can’t use it on the 
road? Only one way 
to find out. Go for a 
drive. A long one 


WORDS: OLLIE MARRIAGE / 
PHOTOGRAPHY: RICHARD PARDON 


PORSCHE 911 GT3 RS 





s I write this, the GT3 RS is 
parked outside my window. 

Fm finding it a struggle to 
remain indoors. It’s a lovely 
warm day, I eould just take 
off, go and get another hit. 

It’s not long sinee my 
last. I got home at 3am this morning, having 
driven 1100km in two days. And all I want to do 
is drive some more. 

It pains me mightily to admit it, but 
I misjudged the GT3 RS when I drove it on its 
launeh in Germany and reviewed it on our 
website. “I ean’t help thinking it’s a bit of a shame 
you have to be going so fast to get your kieks,” I 
wrote. Wrong. It felt like that in Germany beeause 
on smooth roads the ear never seemed to have to 
work anything like as hard as the driver, and on 
traek... well, as you ean read on page 91, that was a 
different matter. 

Now I’m on the same roads I took the standard 
GT3 to almost exaetly two years ago. Partly to 
play spot the differenee, partly beeause these 
rural baekroads roads are just speetaeular. 

I drove here via a tangle of roadworks and 
eongestion. The new GT3 RS is only available, like 
the GT3, with a PDK gearbox. It goes a long way 
to eonvineing you that you eould live with the 
GT3 RS as an everyday ear. 

Just beeause you eould doesn’t mean you 
should, though. You’d eventually beeome irritated 
by it, and that would be a shame. Your spine 
would huneh into the seats, you’d never hear the 
radio over the white noise of road roar and you’d 
flineh at every eat’s eye. Gonstrieted, deaf and 
numbed, you’d suffer a slow slide into masoehism 
and lose sight of why this ear is so great. So don’t 
do it to yourself. 

And besides, who on the motorway is going to 
admire the earbon bonnet, boot and rear wing? 

The plastie windows, stieker-for-a-badge and 
magnesium roof panel (30 per eent lighter than 
aluminium)? No one, that’s who. It’s tempting to 
view all this as unneeessary sparkle, designed to 
sueker in the geeky and fetishistie. If Porsehe had 
stuek with a eonventional aluminium roof, the ear 
would have weighed 1,421.1kg instead of 1,420kg. 

And yet they persevered with this world first, a 
eomponent that’s 1mm thiek, made from 
magnesium soureed in Malaysia, shaped in 
Ganada and finally fitted in Germany. All for a 
single saved kilo. 

But as I’m sure you’re aware, every little helps. 

And lots of little eventually adds up to something 
big. Porsehe has put the same attention to detail 
into everything. It’s highly unlikely you’ll ever see 
the titanium eon rods or the erankshaft, made of 
the same V361 super-high-purity steel as the 919 
Le Mans ear’s, that had to be remelted multiple 
times in order to aehieve the strength and grain it 
needs. But they’re there. Likewise the dry-sump 
lubrieated engine that now has a 4mm longer 
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* Price: $ 587 , 700 ^ 
Engine: 3996cc naturally 
aspirated flat 6cyl, 
368kW, 460Nm 
Performance: O-lOkmh 
in 3.3secs, 310kmh 
Transmission: 7spd 
PDK, RWD 

Economy: 12.7L/100km 
Weight: 1420kg 


have thought it. 
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stroke, taking the 3.8-litre engine out to 4.0 litres, 
gaining 18kW and 20Nm. And the ball-jointed 
suspension. And the (admittedly optional) 
lightweight lithium-ion battery. And the 
titanium exhaust. 

What you ean see is the ear itself. Oof. 

Where does Cup ear end and road ear start? 
How are those rear wheelareh elearanees legal? It 
doesn’t look self-eonseious or visually overblown 
(no parody of a raeing stripe here), it just looks 
mighty. It looks, to be frank, like the eomponents 
are too big for the bodyshell. Those wheels pop 
out of the arehes, you eould host a state banquet 
on the rear wing, even the headlights seem more 
pronouneed, artifieially enhaneed by the newly 
seulpted bonnet and roof. For two days solid, 
photographer Riehard Pardon and I ean’t stop 
staring at it. There’s not a bad angle on it. 

The GT3 RS wears its motorsport baekground 
so elose to the surfaee that oeeasionally it bursts 
through. It’s the first of Porsehe’s naturally 
aspirated GT ears to use the wider Turbo body, 
whieh brings wider traek widths (good for grip) 
and side air intakes (the ram-air effeet is good for 


power). The broader bodyshell ean’t help but add 
weight, yet thanks to all those marginal gains, it’s 
10kg lighter than the GT3. 

And more aerodynamieally effeetive. Those 
slats above the front wheels vent high-pressure air 
from the wheelarehes, allowing the front spoiler 
to do its job more effeetively, generating 110kg of 
downforee at 200km/h. In turn, this meant the 
engineers eould fit a bigger rear wing to balanee 
things out. Exeellent. Another 220kg of 
downforee. In total, the GT3 RS generates 










What does I.Tgfeel like? 

Like your neck isn’t 
i strong enough to cope 
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80 per cent of the downforce of the Cup racing 
car. Still not enough grip? Those vast 21-inch rear 
wheels are wrapped in comical 325/30 Michelin 
Pilot Super Sport tyres and, to top it all, don’t 
forget the flat-six hangs out the back, too. 

Grip, frankly, is ludicrous. There’s an on-board 
g-meter. We took a picture of it. Have a look at the 
readings. Traction is equally daft. You can come 
out of a hairpin in first gear, give it everything, 
and you still won’t unstick the rears. I know, 

I tried. Repeatedly. In fact, the only way to do the 
sideways stuff is to indulge a secret Porsche PDK 
trick. Pull both paddles and you get neutral, give 
it a dose of gas, release the paddles which dumps 
the clutch, the tyres unhook, and the noise and 
drama begins. Porsche isn’t quite so overt about 
what the paddle-neutral function is for. The line 
in the bumf says it is possible “to influence 
driving dynamics by a rapid onset of propulsive 
power when engaging the clutch... the rear of the 
car can be intentionally destabilised for dynamic 
turn-in behaviour when cornering”. Hmm, 
Porsche needs to learn when to call a spade a 
spade. Precis: it’s a shortcut to hero mode. 

Skids and burnouts aren’t really a key facet of 
the RS’s repertoire. This is not a muscle car, it’s a 
precision instrument. It will do the silly stuff, and 
it’ll do it with utter focus, but to really 
understand the GT3 RS, all you need to do is 
drive. And keep driving. Then drive some more. 
Because driving is what the GT3 RS does 
beautifully. This is not a Lamborghini-esque piece 
of street theatre, it doesn’t have the drama of the 
Ferrari 488 GTB or the ride comfort of a McLaren 
650S. It has no fallback position. 

It doesn’t need one. Where the standard GT3 
is surprisingly magnanimous, the GT3 RS is 
ruthless. Don’t worry - it’s on your side, but its 
take-no-prisoners attitude to roads is something 
to experience. It’s not feral, because that implies 
something wild and out of control. No, this is 
something implacable, hinting at contained 
violence, but never hot-headed. It’s the 
Terminator of roads. Lousy film reference, 
but you get the idea. 

This makes it sound rather cold, but it’s 
not. The way it goes down the twisty stuff is 
deliciously, intensely involving. I was worried 
from that first drive in Germany that the minimal 
suspension travel would make it brittle and 
snatchy on real-world roads - and it does skip 
under power occasionally as it fights the runkled 
surface for available grip. But you soon realise 
that, far from being frightening, this is a mark of 
how much information is coming back at you. 

I need more. Roads, scenery, driving - I can’t 
help myself, I don’t want to stop. So I’m off 
further north making my own compilation of 
tarmac’s greatest hits. It’s mesmeric on smooth, 
wide A-roads, struggles slightly on the small stuff 
due to width rather than body composure. It’s a 
very wide car. But I like it best on a two-lane 
B-road. Enough room to play with, but with 
plenty to keep you occupied. And still the GT3 RS 
goes exactly where I point it. 

Speed of attack is almost irrelevant. It doesn’t 
understeer, it just turns. Personally, there’s 







PORSCHE 911 GT3 RS 












a part of me that misses the bobble and sniff of 
old 911s, the way the nose searehed out eambers 
and ruts. Partnered with that was gorgeous 
steering feel, but also a hint of fear that all might 
not be well, that the grip might run out. The 
longer wheelbase has shifted the weight 
distribution, so the rear end no longer aets like 
sueh a lever for the front, plus there’s four-wheel 
steering and dynamie engine mounts and 
downforee, all of whieh has helped make the front 
end ultra-positive and reassuring. It hasn’t helped 
natural steering feel, but in this instanee, with 
zero slaek anywhere in the ehassis, you get more 
information that you ean possibly proeess. 

Information is the RS’s seeret. I resolve to 
give myself information overload by driving with 
the dampers hardened up. It’s strangely addietive 
and not nearly as masoehistie as I feared. Beeause 
this ear is about driving, you don’t worry about 
anything else. As a result. I’ve no idea what the 
sound system is like. This, not the wide boy 
Turbo S, is the ultimate 911. It eompels you to 
eoneentrate, to just press pedals and turn 
steering. And the reaetions you get from the 
eontrols are so instant, so perfeetly tuned into 
your movements, that you and the ear flow 
together, aeeelerating, braking, turning. And 
repeating. Ideally ad infinitum. Or until the 
petrol runs out. 

You find yourself eelebrating the skips and 
bumps, beeause nothing appears to be able to 
throw this ear offline. You relish the ruthless 
attitude, as you’re so absorbed in the driving. 

And you don’t have to be a great driver to enjoy 
it, you just have to give yourself over to the ear. 

It feels bombproof, both in its abilities and its 
meehanieal robustness, a hunkered-down 
gutsiness underpins the whole ear. And the 
eabin. It might have a lot of equipment, but 
I ean’t think of a better driving environment. 



I ean’t stop driving. We’re in the middle of 
nowhere now. The sun is setting and the mighty 
fiat-six is ehuntering and yelping and howling and 
soaring: 8,800rpm, that’ll do. It’s tight as a drum, 
yet bursting with energy and rips through the rev 
band like a whip eraek. And the soundtraek, as it 
eehoes off the slate and roek, is speetaeular. 
Natural aspiration. There’s simply nothing to beat 
it. Why would you need to go faster? Honestly, the 
speeds this ear eould ratehet up are insane. 

I’m beeoming addieted. Up and down 
mountain passes I drive, while a drone flies above 
me and shutters eliek in the hillsides. Just one 
more pass? Oh, go on then. This is a diffieult, 
treaeherous road, lined on one side with vieious 
slabs of hewn roek and on the other with the 
roots of the mountains themselves. The RS snarls 
along here, never puts a foot wrong. It hasn’t 
in two days. 

I was worried the GT3 RS had beeome so 
eapable that at road speeds it would seem bored, 
grumpily insistent that it had to be taken to a 
traek to give its best. Instead it’s mesmerising. 
Time to drive some more. fZ3 



The GT3 RS finds another dimension when you take it 
on a track - the rollercoaster ride that is Bilster Berg in 
Germany, in this instance. Here, you get to find out 
what happens when the grip runs out, discover just how 
adjustable it is at the limit. You can’t show the RS any 
weakness: if you back off the throttle mid-corner, it’ll 
start to edge out at the back, punish your indecision 
with a ‘slow’ exit and your heart in your mouth. 


So instead man up, trust that amazing front 
end, stay on the throttle, and you’ll come out the far 
side giddy with excitement. It’s a compelling car, it 
really is. And once you get used to it, you can play with 
the balance through corners, tickle the throttle to 
adjust your line, maybe even indulge in a spot 
of left-foot braking. Why not? It’s not like you’ve 
got a clutch to worry about. 


Is PDK a good thing in Porsche’s most driver- 
focused car? In this instance, yes. The car is so fast in 
every other aspect that to have a slow gearbox would 
be anathema. And it is a brilliant double-clutcher, 
a proper companion for the epic engine. 

As you might have gathered, the GT3 RS is not 
an easy-going car, not laugh-a-minute fun. It’s more 
serious than that. Nothing less than a driving weapon. 
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THE ONLY THING RACING DRIVERS 
HATE MORE THAN LOSING IS 
BEING A PASSENGER IN A CAR. 


Particularly one being driven too quiekly by someone 
who is, by their rarefied standards, a numpty. That’s why 
Jason Bright, sitting stiffly next to me as we lap a elosed 
road in a Peugeot 208 GTI, looks like a bird has just 
erapped on his faee, and some of it went in his mouth. 

The Bathurst-winning V8 Superear raeing legend is a 
top bloke, whieh is why he agreed to show TopGear why 
front-wheel drive is now a very valid ehoiee for anyone 
wanting a sporty drive, and how to get the most out of one. 

Unfortunately, he assumed we’d let him do all the 
teaehing from the driver’s seat. 

We start our lessons in the normal 208 GTI, while the 
far raeier-looking 30th Anniversary Edition, with its 
matt-blaek musele shirt on, lurks nearby. 

Bright admits there was a time when rear-wheel 
drive was inherently superior, beeause front-wheel- 
driven ears so often attempted to go diseoneertingly 
straight on at eorners, but that 
those days are gone. 

“Front-wheel drives did 
understeer quite a bit 
- beeause you’re asking a 
lot of the front tyres, 
leaning on the outside 
one and asking the inside 
one to provide grip when it 


doesn’t have any weight on it - but with the teeh out there 
now they ean handle just like a rear-wheel drive, and they 
ean definitely be just as mueh fun,” he tells me, while 
throwing us into eorners with the kind of abandon that’s 
anything but gay. 

Smart diffs and even smarter software that ean 
apportion torque, instantly, to the tyre that’s got the most 
grip are the key, but despite the GTI’s best efforts Bright 
is still managing to give an exeellent demonstration of 
what push understeer looks like. 

He prefers to turn the elever traetion-eontrol systems 
off, and to try and feel the limit of grip himself, and adjust 
the throttle aeeordingly. 

“It’s no different to rear-wheel drive; if you turn 
the traetion off you’re going to get more wheel spin 
and more slip, but you’ll still be faster, beeause 
you ean eontrol it more,” he says. 

“With a raee ear you’re always trying to feel 
where that limit is, and a good tyre will give you 
the feeling just before it’s about to let go; and it’s 
no different in a front-wheel-drive ear, you want 
to get as mueh drive as possible eoming off the 
eorner. 

“You need to push it to the point where you feel it 
starting to slip, and the ear’s not ehanging direetion 
as well, and then you pull it baek from there.” 


V 
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FRONT WHEELHERO 


**LIMITS ARE VERY DIFFERENT FORAAERE 
HUMANS COMPARED TO RACE DRIVERS** 


Limits, and the ability to feel them, are very different 
for we humble humans, eompared to raeing drivers, but 
when we swap seats I ean just about apply what Bright is 
telling me, exeept that Fm simply not as game to attaek 
eorners as hard as he does. Or at least I think Fm not. 

“What you’re doing is going in too fast and you’re 
trying to turn at the same time, so you’re working the 
front tyre too hard,” he explains. “Partieularly with a 
front-wheel-drive ear, you want to be slow in and fast out, 
you need to have the wheels niee and straight before you 
get on the throttle, so you ean finish tight.” 

After playing with the ample available understeer in 
the basie GTI, and getting the hang of feeling the slip 
point with the traetion off, it’s time to switeh to the 30th 
Anniversary version, a kind of birthday present from 
Peugeot to its biggest GTI fans. 

The hard-nut Peugeot Sport skunkworks guys (who 
I imagine look like Pepe Le Pew) have worked their magie 
to produee what is an almost unfeasibly better ear than 
the one it is based on, bumping the turbo 1.6-litre to 
produee exaetly 208 horsepowers, or 156kW and 300Nm. 
(up from 147kW and 275 Nm) 

Even more wondrously they’ve given it brilliant sports 
seats, whieh only just fit inside the door sill, and produeed 
a very speeial Torsen diff, whieh is so good it almost 
negates the idea of our lesson on handling understeer. 

Bright hasn’t driven it before and is moved to shout 
expletives repeatedly, not just by the obvious jump in 
performanee, but the erispness of the steering, and the 
genius of the diff in eaneelling the push at the front. 

“The turn-in on this ear is so sharp that I was hitting 
the grass at first, beeause it’s diving in so mueh sooner,” 
Bright exelaims. “I ean really get on the throttle early and 
it just holds on, whereas the other one would let go and 
push, and that’s got a lot to do with the diff. It really is 
like a different ear.” 


Understeer might be out, but it turns out the speeial 
edition offers plenty of its opposite, whieh is supposed 
to be the provinee of rear-wheel drivers. 

As we slide sideways and smokily through bends, 
with Bright fiieking the ear from eorner to eorner with a 
violent wreneh of the wheels and some kind of 
witeheraft, he explains that powerful front-wheel-drive 
ears still offer oversteer. 

“If the platform at the front is right and it’s got he 
right amount of drive, momentum will still pull the rear 
out, there’s still a bit of weight baek there,” he says. 

“And that ehange of direetion is just a little lift, 
don’t toueh the brakes, just get off the throttle to 
ehange the balanee of the ear, give you some grip 
with the front wheels.” 

Sounds so simple, doesn’t it? Yet Fm ashamed to 
report I managed not one sueeessful rear drift in our 
savagely good fun front-driver. 

I did manage to get the nose sliding around, 
and through eorners faster, by using that feel through 
the throttle for when the tyre is about to let go, and 
it’s fantastie fun, partieularly in the 30th Anniversary. 
This ear is a giant killer and feels as good as a Golf GTI, 
whieh is a whole segment above the wee 208. 

Sadly the 30th’s priee is also a step above the 
eompetition, setting you baek $35,990 for a Polo-sized 
ear, and asking $6000 for the wieked blaek wrapper 
(it’s aetually paint, very expensive paint), whieh you 
would simply have to go for. 

You’ll want to go fast, though, beeause there were, at 
time of printing, only four left, out of the 26 our market 
was assigned (only 500 will be sold, worldwide). 

I know I was definitely faster at the end of the 
day, and in the birthday version, beeause 
Bright’s faee started to look like he just might 
have swallowed that bird poo. 


30TH ANNIVERSARY 
GOODNESS 

The 208 GTI’s special 30th 
birthday present may appear to 
be partly wrapped but it looks 
pretty special in the flesh, 
with a much pimped-out, 
individually numbered interior 
- lots of boudoir red - fantastic 
seats that even had Jason 
Bright cooing, and special 
matt-black 18-inch wheels. 
The suspension has been 
tweaked and lowered by 10mm, 
a drop made more visual by the 
side skirts and bigger wheel 
arches, and the track has been 
widened, plus you get chrome 
plated twin exhausts, which play 
a smokier tune. 

As well as the Torsen diff, tuned 
by the same people who made 
Peugeot’s RCZ-R so special, the 
30th gets “specially designed 
car-to-ground connecting 
components”, which sound 
impressive. What’s undeniable 
is that all this work has 
improved the GTI’s 
grip-and-rip abilities 
enormously. 
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BRIGHT IDEAS 


“YOU HAVE TO TEACH \ 

YOURSELFTOFEELWHAT ^ 

THE CAR’S doing;’ M 

Bright is very big on this one; use ^ 
the feedback you’re getting through ^ 
your hands, and your pants, about ^ 

where the grip of the tyre is at, and ^ 

' maximise it. g, - 


‘;SLOW IN, FAST OUT. ” ^ 

It’s a real maxim of racing drivers, 
but it’s particularly relevant to front- 
wheel drivers, because you can’t just 
throw it sideways at the apex and 




“LOOK WHERE YOU’RE 
GOING, NOT WHERE 
YOU ARE. ” 

. Another favourite of all driving 
instructors. Don’t look at the spot 
where your tyres will be in the next 
millisecond, look where you want to 
put them next. 






pDON’T BE TOO EARLY ON 
rTHE THROTTLE”. 

Trying to boot it before the apex 
won’t work front a front-driver, you 
need to get your steering down and 
your wheel straight before you nail 
the accelerator. 


^“HITTHE BRAKES HARD, 
BUT COME OFFTHEM EASY.” 

■ The way racing drivers come off 
, the stoppers is one of their greatest 
skills. Lift off too quickly and you 
unsettle the front of the car. Just 
as you need to be placing in in the 
corner. Coming off the brakes with 
“feel ” is tricky to master. 


4k 


“YOU WILL BE FASTER 
WITH THE TRACTION 
CONTROL OFF. ” 

This takes practice, however, lots of 
it, and it’s the kind of practice you 
should do away from public roads. 
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Alpine, beloved by the French and rally 
trds. is back. And this Celebration 
concept shows it’s tres senous... 


JASON BARLOW / 


ALEX HOWE 
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Ipine^s Antony Villain is the latest car designer 
to accept TopGear^s sketch challenge. It^s not 
quite Masterchefy but it^s still illuminating. The 
rules are simple: can you nail the basic form of 
a car in three lines? 

Villain^s task is made trickier because weTe 
talking in the paddock during the Goodwood 
Festival of Speed. BJ Baldwin's Chevy Silverado monster truck has 
just arrived behind us, star of a gazillion YouTube views and the 
throbbing, thunderous antithesis of Alpine^s elegant and elfin 
Celebration concept car. 

Actually, it sort of sums up the scale of Alpine^s challenge, as it 
tries to gain traction in a very noisy world. The brand is here in force 
at FoS, fielding a handful of cars from its 60-year history, including 
1978^s outright Le Mans winner, the A442b. Problem is, unless youTe 
French and/or of a certain age and geeky inclination, you probably 
donT know much about Alpine. Is it Renault ^s performance sub- 
brand? A Gallic Lotus? And what happened to that partnership 
with Caterham? More worryingly, does anybody really care? 

Well, we should. As Villain^s pencil skates across my notepad, 
it^s clear that the Celebration - first revealed at Le Mans - is a thinly 
disguised production car. Renault will use the real thing to relaunch 
the Alpine brand in about 18 months^ time, and it will be light, 
compact, and mid-engined. Think Porsche Cayman or Alfa Romeo 


4G - punchy, accessible, shrunken supercars. 

Villain, who works closely with Renault^s design boss Laurens van 
den Acker, is core to the team that has relocated the company's 
aesthetic mojo, and there^s obviously a ton of motorsport expertise 
in the wider Renault firmament. This bodes well. Happily, the 
Celebration concept is one of those cars that looks and feels 
instantly fresh in the fiesh, and channels the spirit of the Sixties 
Alio without being obviously retro. Still, after 20 years MIA, there^s 
clearly a lot of work to be done. 

“Alpine is probably best known for its rallying exploits, and then 
Le Mans after that,” Villain says. “I have a clear image in my mind of 
a really light, agile car drifting in the Monte Carlo rally. French 
people of a certain age definitely remember Alpine. The younger 
generation and people outside France, well, we know we have a job to 
do reminding them about who we are and what we stand for. Where 
Alpine is known, it is embraced with great passion and positivity.” 

True enough. A lack of awareness certainly hasnT hampered 
Alpine^s cult status, and the brand^s roots tick all the right boxes. 
Dieppe-based Renault dealer and Alpine founder Jean Redele raced 
and rallied the 4GV to a class win at the 1952 Mille Miglia and almost 
managed a similar feat at Le Mans the same year. The Michelotti- 
designed 4GV Special Sport morphed into the first official Alpine, 
the A106 - “The adjective [Alpine] epitomises the pleasure of driving 
on mountain roads,” Redele claimed - and the cars were innovative. 



X 

CONCEPT 

Celebration will probably 
start life with 2.0-litre 
turbo, tweaked up from 
186kWto 225kWand 
mid-mounted. Debt 
to Alio is obvious but 
reboot is no lazy retread. 
Might end up racing 


Alio started life 
with a simple 1108cc 
engine cradled in 
an even simpler 
backbone chassis. 
Low, light and tough 
as old boots, hence 
motorsport success 
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ALPINE CELEBRATION 


robust and modestly powered but effective motorsport tools. 

None more so than the AllO; although it arrived in 1961, it was 
still sufficiently on the money to win the World Rally 
Championship in 1973. Its none-more-Seventies A310 successor 
rocked up as Renault came to the financial rescue. Remember how 
many cars and companies the ^73 energy crisis killed? 

Alpine also contested Le Mans 11 times, that ^78 victory the last, 
as Renault focused on Formula One, and some new-fangled 
technology called turbocharging. The road-car division petered out 
with the Esprit-alike A610 in 1995, although the Dieppe factory was 
kept busy building RenaultSport cars. 

The reawakening was heralded by 2012^s AllO-50 show car, a 
piece of design eye candy no one was ever going to build a viable 
business case around. There was also a carbon-fibre-chassied Gran 
Turismo Vision GT earlier this year, powered by a mid-mounted, 
335kW V8, also about as realistic as a squadron of airborne pigs. 

We should also point out the Signatech-Alpine A450b is 
competing in the WEG, and raced at Le Mans (DNF sadly). “It will 
showcase our ability in parts of the world that are important for 
our brand,” Alpine^s GEO Bernard Ollivier commented. “This 
programme will benefit Alpine^s image across the globe.” 

Indeed. But the car you see here is what Monsieur Ollivier is 
banking on becoming the bottom-line-fattening unit-shifter, and 
the campaign begins now. Like Nissan^s fabulous 2013 IDx 


“ALPINE IS PROBABLY 
BEST KNOWN FOR ITS 
RALLYING EXPLOITS” 








ALPINE CELEBRATION 


Tokyo show car, which reminded us how funky the Seventies Bluebird 
510 was, by mining relatively obscure source material, the Alpine 
somehow manages to punch way above its weight. It delivers a warm 
blast of nostalgia while intriguing you with its left-fieldedness. (NB: 
the IDx, apparently confirmed for production, is now not happening. 
Boo.) As per the TG test, the car is easily, winningly assimilable: it 
has a strong face, a dropping line to the rear, hungry wheelarches and 
a clever roof treatment. Back to Villain for more insight. 

“The A1 10-50 was a pure concept. With this car, we focused on the 
fundamentals,” he says. “We are working step by step to bring the 
brand to production. We Ve kept it compact to reduce weight and to 
promote a really good power-to-weight ratio. It^s a car that you can 
use every day, but it^s also something playful.” 

Villain admits that the AllO is the most iconic Alpine, so began 
the reboot with the smaller auxiliary lights at the front. The new 
car^s rear end doesnT taper away as dramatically as the originaPs, but 
the rear window is unusually proportioned. There^s a good reason for 
this: one of the Allots quirks was that its back window was actually a 
windscreen purloined from another car. The white-coloured inset on 
the rear is a nod to the graphics of Sixties and Seventies racing cars 
(villain mentions the Shelby Cobra and Porsche 909). Although 
pictured here with its Goodwood graphic - intertwined Union Jack 


and French tricolour - the strip on the chunky C-pillar says it all. 
Villain laughs. “It^s made in France, and we are very proud of that. 
But it^s not aggressive or arrogant.” 

Bien sur que non. It^s small, the engine^s in the right place, and you 
immediately want to take it for an improvisational razz along the 
sort of leafy roads that would give you the collywobbles behind the 
wheel of a LaFerrari or McLaren PI. No word yet on what the engine 
will be, but if, say, the 186kW, 2.0-litre turbo unit from the Megane 
RenaultSport ended up in there, we^d be delighted. No true Alpine 
rallyist would choose a dual-clutch auto, but that^s what^s on the 
cards, and you canT always get what you want. Besides, if they keep 
the weight pegged to a rumoured 1,100kg, and can sort out the 
software glitches that blighted the Clio RS^s paddle-shift, it could 
suit the car^s character. 

The Gaterham joint venture, dissolved in 2013 amid some 
frustration, will still imbue the Alpine with a minimalist character, 
although Villain insists that^s integral to the brand anyway. As is a 
wider Gallic tendency to “disrupt.” 

“Ghallenging things is part of the French culture. We take risks, 
sometimes perhaps too big, and it hasnT always worked out,” Villain 
concedes. “Now we want to combine this attitude with consistency. 
We want to avoid the wavy up-and-down line, you know?” E3 



“THE ALPINE DELIVERS 
A WARM BLAST 
OF NOSTALGIA” 



CLIMBING THE MOUNTAIN Won Le Mans in ’78: 2.1-litre Arrived in ’71, exited in ’85, Marked the end of the road for 

OF AUTO EXCELLENCE turbo V6 saw it hit 356kni/h 11,500 sold. Esprit fran^ais road-going Alpines, until now... 
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FERRARI 488 GTB 
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x Ferrari has entered the 

^ stable. It has 492kW, JSOHm of ^ 

torque and, shhh, a turbo... ^^3^ 


' SAM PHILIP / 

tJOHN WYCHERLEY 




WHERE FERRARI 
LEADS; THE REST 

FOLLOW 
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striall company from northern Italy recently 
chose to turbocharge one of its sports cars, a 
decision of potential interest to the few thousand 
people annually with $469,888 to spend on an 
impractical, fast two-seat coupe. 

There were several good reasons why this small 
company from northern Italy made this decision. 
The newly turbocharged sports car makes far more power and torque 
than its naturally aspirated predecessor, helping it to go considerably 
quicker both in a straight line and around a track. It will do this while 
burning a bit less fuel and emitting a bit less carbon dioxide. 

You would think, therefore, that the decision of this small company 
from northern Italy to turbocharge one of its sports cars would be 
viewed as a) blindingly obvious, uncontroversial, and b) pretty 
inconsequential in the grand scheme. Ford fitting a new indicator stalk to 
the Fiesta would have a greater cumulative impact on the driving world. 

Problem is, the small company from northern Italy is Ferrari, and the 
sports car is the 488 GTB, successor to the 458 Italia and Speciale. Which 
means the decision to turbocharge has had the sort of response you’d 
expect were, say, the Pope to rock up to midnight mass sporting a 
peroxide mohawk. 


There are good reasons for this. Firstly, because to experience - 
ideally from the driver’s seat, but frankly anywhere within a four-kay 
radius - a 458 Speciale at full chat, banging off its 9,000rpm limit, was 
one of the modern motoring phenomena, an affirmation of the rightness 
of high-revving, naturally aspirated sports cars. But also because where 
Ferrari leads, the rest tend to follow. If even Maranello - with its 
all-but-infinite engineering budget - can’t stem the tide of 
turbocharging, what hope is there for the cars the rest of us drive? For 
while turbos may offer an easy slug of extra power for less fuel, we all 
know of their fuzzying effect on engine response, how they mute noise 
and dull throttle. Why have you betrayed us, Ferrari? 

Ferrari, fear not, is aware of this sensitivity. Before being permitted 
to do anything so uncouth as drive the 488, we were subjected to a 
monster press briefing, in which the Maranello boffins spent many hours 
and several million PowerPoint slides explaining how they’d engineered a 
turbo engine with the reactions and feel of an atmo V8. Which begs the 
question: if you can make a turbo engine feel like a non-turbo engine, 
why make it turbo at all? 

Partly it’s about reducing emissions - though Ferrari isn’t bound by 
the same GO 2 targets as mass-market carmakers, it has to be seen to be 
heading in the right direction. The 488 officially returns 260g/km, which 
is Prius-like by supercar standards. Much more, though, it’s about 
keeping up in the power wars. With McLaren eyeing 520kW from its 
turbo V8, Maranello engineers admit the only way to squeeze more 
power from the 458’s engine would have been to go bigger (adding 
weight) or hybrid (adding weight). 

So turbos it is, but the 488’s powerplant is very much not that 
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of the 458 with a couple of blowers welded on. It’s a flat-crank, 3.9-litre 
from the same F154 family as the California - but with bespoke turbos, 
crank, con rods, exhaust... bespoke pretty much everything, in fact. 

The results are faintly menacing. The 488 GTB makes 492kW and, 
perhaps even more signiflcantly, 760Nm of torque, all available from 
under 3,000rpm. It’ll officially do O-lOOkm/h in 3.0secs, and hit 200km/h 
barely flve seconds later. Surface-to-air missiles have boasted a shabbier 
set of vital statistics. 

But supercars, of course, are about more than mere numbers. As 
Ferrari’s chief engineer of Bleepy Warning Noises Anally wrapped up the 
488 presentation, we escaped into the Maranello hills to see how the 
new mohawk suited His Holiness. 

Sweet mother of Stic, the 488 is quick. The first time I find an 
EMPTY BIT OF road and depress the throttle, it’s apparent within, ooh, a 
couple of milliseconds that the 488’s acceleration is a league beyond that 
of the 458, even beyond the Lambo Huracan, flinging you down the road 
with the shocking, brutal thrust of a flghter jet on take-off. It’s the sort 
of acceleration that pins you deep in your seat, that causes a string of 
involuntary expletives to spew forth from your lips. 

Approaching a tight right-hander, I glance down at the dash to check 
what gear I’m in. A couple of microseconds later, I return my eyes to the 
road and discover with interest that I am a) going 60km/h quicker than 
expected, b) 100 metres closer to the apex than expected and c) have 
liberated an entire, long-forgotten subfolder of frenzied swearing from 
deep within my subconscious. This much is clear: if someone has an off 
in a 488, it’s not going to be small. 

The software of the 458’s seven-speed dual-clutch ’box has been 
revised for faster shifts, adding to a surge of torque that is relentless, 
the power arriving in a continuous deluge with barely a blink between 


gears. So remorseless is the thrust that I kept battering into the 488’s 
limiter, expecting the rush never to run out. The throttle response is all 
but instantaneous, the power linear, even and massive. 

Fast, then, but does the 488’s engine feel like a Ferrari V8? It doesn’t 
feel like an old Ferrari V8, that’s for sure. The turbo engine certainly 
doesn’t gain and lose revs with the massless snap of the old naturally 
aspirated V8, which would drop from 8,000rpm to idle so quickly you 
wondered how the rev-counter needle could keep up. Despite Ferrari 
claiming the 488 boasts the fastest reactions of any turbo engine, 
there’s no doubting the new V8 is just a mite less frenetic in its 
response than the 458. Not slow, mind, and addictive in its own way. 

It’s a different sort of power, this: broad-shouldered and all- 
consuming, an unstoppable wrecking ball of pure speed. 

And what of the noise? Again, the 488 doesn’t sound like an old 
Ferrari. Whereas, in that 458 Speciale, you felt you were stretching some 
sort of mad elastic band as the revs increased, the noise getting higher, 
tighter, more frenzied, the 488’s soundtrack is more linear, controlled, 
compressed. It doesn’t have the baritone-to-soprano range of the old 
nat-asp V8, trading the 458’s vocal diversity for a heftier, chest-fllling 
boom. Certainly it doesn’t get all screaming and sparkly at the top end, 
just louder, angrier. It sounds not unlike a modern FI car with its 
pit-lane limiter on, a bass-heavy, air-bullying thump overlaid with a 
medley of whooshes, cracks and mechanical edge. Interesting, for sure, 
but it doesn’t have the flzz of that atmospheric V8. 

But - as my nan always used to say - what you lose in the noise 
department, you gain in slip angle. The 458, especially the Speciale, 
was pretty tidy at the sideways stuff, but the 488 takes it to a whole 
new level. I’m not the sort of driver to jump in a close to 500kW, 
rear-drive supercar and start immediately drifting it on public roads 
(I know, what a square) ^ but - with the on-wheel manettino dialled 


“SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILES 
HAVE A SHABBIER SET 
OF VITAL STATISTICS” 








The 488’s 3.9-litre, flat-crank 
V8 owes its block and cylinder 
position to the engine from Ferrari’s 
California T, but is unique in almost 
every regard beyond that. There’s 
a new dry-sump system - the Cali 
is wet-sumped - along with 
redesigned cylinder heads, new 
cams, a new intake system, a new 
crankshaft, speciflc intercoolers and 
new pretty much everything else. 

The twin-scroll turbos are 
cutting-edge, with turbine wheels 


made of an aerospace-grade 
titanium alloy generating 50 per 
cent less friction than the standard 
Inconel turbines found in the Cali T. 
They’re mounted on ball-bearing 
shafts, reducing friction by a further 
30 per cent. The exhaust system is 
unique, too, a beautiful tangle of 
metalwork ensuring extended, 
even-length runners. 

The result of all this modiflcation 
is a modestly sized engine with a 
huge punch, the 488 making a heady 


126kW per litre of displacement. 

If the Dodge Viper’s 8.0-litre VIO 
managed the same power density, 
it’d generate l,010kW. 

The 488’s powerplant is also, 
Ferrari says, the most responsive 
turbocharged performance engine. 
Plant the throttle, and maximum 
engine response - not the first jolt, 
but the full beans - arrives in 0.8 
of a second, just a tenth of a second 
slower than the 458’s whip crack, 
naturally aspirated V8. 
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DRIVING BOD 
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The 488 GTB creates less drag than the 458, 
but generates far more downforce: over 200kg 
of negative lift at 200km/h, to be precise. The 
monster rear diffuser includes an active flap that 
opens to reduce drag, or closes to generate even 
more downforce, welding the rear to the road 


“We don’t like to add 
aerodynamic devices optop of 
the form,” says Ferrari Resign 
director Flavio Manzoni. So 
instead of a whacking great 
GT5-style rear wing, the 488 
employs what Ferrari calls a 
“blown diffuser”. Air is funnelled 
into a hole at the base of the 
rear screen, where it passes over 
a subtle, hidden lip. An added 
advantage is that the blown 
diffuser smooths air in the 
488’s wake, increasing the 
efficiency of the rear diffuser 


even the 4bb s 
doorhandles have been 
sculpted to improve 
airflow. Dubbed shark 
fins’, they clean and 
funnel air into the huge 
intakes above the rear 
wheels. Impressively, 
they also open the doors 


Turbo engines need 
a lot of cooling. The 
488’s radiators are 
20 per cent larger 
than those of the 
458, with much of the 
body’s exterior design 
dictated by the need 
to get plenty of cold 
air on board, without 
ruining aerodynamic 
efficiency. “It was a very 
long fight to make our 
dreams,” says designer 
Manzoni. “The aero 
[requirements] drove 
us crazy...” 


The dual-section 
front wing serves two 
functions: jamming air 
not only into the vast 
rads, but also over the 
488’s underbody vortex 
generators, which create 
ground effect without 
adding unwanted drag 
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Cabin retains 458’s 
^stick all the buttons on 
’ the wheel’ philosophy 
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FERRARI 488 GTB 

Price: from $469,888 
Engine: 3901 cc twin-turbo V8, 
492kW @ 8000rpm, 

760Nm @ 3000rpm 
Performance: O-lOOkm/h in 3.0secs, 
330km/h vmax 

Transmission: 7spd dual-clutch, RWD 
Economy: 11.4L/100km, 260g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1370kg 
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back to GT OFF - after just a few corners I was quickly achieving neat, 
controllable slides, hanging the 488’s tail out before flicking back into 
line like a shabby, Cornish Ken Block. 

rd love to claim such immaculate oversteer was thanks to my innate 
talent. But, if Fm being honest, it was very much thanks to the utter 
genius of the second-gen Side Slip Control (SSG2) installed on the 488, 
which now adjusts not only the rear diff and electronics, but even the 
damping front and rear for even greater slip angles. 

If you fear the increasing complexity of sports cars distracts from 
the driving experience, try this one before you consign all tech to the 
rubbish bin. SSG2 is no now- stop -that-right-now safety net, shutting 
down the power as soon as it spots a hint of slip. Quite the opposite: it 
all but encourages you to engage in gorgeous, steady slides, allowing 
you to get sideways and somehow, imperceptibly, holding you there. 

In the aforementioned tech brieflng, a Ferrari engineer showed us 
the equation used to calibrate SSG2. It covered an entire page of A4, and 
looked like something out of The Theory of Everything. Point is, there’s 
some very clever stuff going on, but as a driver you have no sensation of 
the electronics doing their thing, simply that you’ve been transformed, 
overnight, into a Driving God. Sure, Ferrari could doubtless have mated 
this genius new system to an atmo V8, but the 488’s ludicrous 
benevolence is thanks at least in part to SSG2 working hand in hand 
with the vast, level plateau of torque served up from the V8. It’s not all 
bad news, this turbo lark. 


So HERE IT IS, THE $469,888 question: is the 488 GTB a better gar 
THAN the 458 Italia? The easy answer is this: yes, it is. The 488 GTB costs 
$55,529 less than the 458, but offers a lot more power and speed for less 
fuel. Simple. 

Unfortunately things are rarely simple when you’re dealing with a 
topic as emotive as a shouty red lump of Italian exotica. So the more 
considered answer is: hmm. Now then. It boils down, I think, to what 
you want from your V8 supercar. 

There’s no denying the 488 doesn’t have quite the tingling 
effervescence of the 458, doesn’t goad you to the red line in quite the 
same way, doesn’t sing so lustily when you get there. But it feels new, 
and different, and stonkingly fast. It sounds unique, and offers up a 
dizzying, crushing surge of torque. It’ll turn you into an oversteering 
hero on road and track, and uses a surprisingly modest amount of fuel 
while doing so. What’s more important to the sort of person prepared to 
blow the best part of $500k on a fast car? No idea. Lend me $500k and 
I’ll tell you. 

So is the 488 a better car than the 458? Here’s the honest answer. It 
doesn’t matter. It’s here, and the 458’s gone. Whether you embrace the 
turbocharged, or pine lustily for the departing days of atmospheric 
sports cars, the shift is happening. Get used to it. The naturally 
aspirated era is at its end, but the 488 at least proves the new dawn 
won’t be one of characterless vacuum cleaners. Welcome, one and all, to 
the Age of Turbo. 



“IT ALL BUT ENCOURAGES 
YOU TO ENGAGE IN STEADY, 

GORGEOUS SLIDES” 
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HONDA S660 




Lost in Translation meets... well, just being lost. But the 
appeal of small, fun city cars is very easy to understand... 

WORDS: STEPHEN DOBIE / PHOTOGRAPHY: JOHN WYCHERLEY 
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HONDA S660 



Miming and pointing can only get you so far. Japan is a 
country where English is infrequent, both in speech and 
writing. This, I had so far concluded, is wonderfully 
' refreshing, enough to make even its capital city, Tokyo, 
^Teel fantastically alien. 

But as I fold my (for once) lanky five-feet-nine-inch 
frame into the dinky Honda S660, Em suddenly wishing 
for an English translator. The minimalist dashboard 
houses no satnav, see, and while Em loath to rely on 
such things, it would offer more than a marginal helping 
hand in navigating a city that simply dwarfs other cities. 

My gestures do nothing to acquire a device to sucker 
to the screen and keep John Wycherley and me aware of 
where the hell we are. It’s time to do as our more 
sociable and adventurous pre-smartphone selves would 
have done a decade or two ago, then, and prod the S660’s 
three-cylinder engine into life and burble into the city. 

And perhaps aimless wandering is best, as we aim 
to explore the city that bred the diminutive car we’re 
in, to shed some light on its unconventional form. The 
S660 confirms to Kei car regulations, you see. In brief, 
they allow no more than 47kW from an engine 660cc 
or smaller, while the car must sit within a footprint 
smaller than a Renault Twingo’s. 

Yeah, there’s small cars and downsized engines from 
all over. But the Kei - an abbreviation of kei-jidosha, 
meaning light vehicle - was born way back in 1949, a 
response to post-war austerity: the Japanese government 
offered tax breaks and other incentives for making and 
buying very small cars, to promote productivity but ease 
congestion. Nearly 40 years passed before we had another 
car remotely as focused, in the shape of the Smart. 


Kei dimensions and engine allowances have grown 
over the years to their current point, reflecting both the 
car market and the growing size of the city that spawned 
them; the city we’re in now. Most are sensible city cars, 
but there is also inventiveness, high points where Japan’s 
carmakers have squeezed extra spicy ingredients into 
the Kei cookie cutter. The Honda Beat - a mid-engined, 
rear-drive roadster from the Nineties - is one such 
example, and this S660 is its modern successor. 

Stress-free commuting may be its real reason for 
being, but with the twee, Elise-esque fabric roof rolled 
and stored under the front bonnet, the Honda feels like 
the perfect little pod to take in this eye-boggling city. 

Our first stop is Hie Jinja, an irresistibly Japanese- 
looking shrine nestled cosily among glassy modern 
offices. As Wycherley gets to work, I get out of shot by 
taking a wander around. It becomes quickly apparent 
this is a highly spiritual place, with locals lining up to 
perform a meticulously choreographed ritual before 
Hie’s altar, comprising bows, claps and bell-ringing. 

Feeling ill-mannered for rocking up and parking 
a bright yellow roadster beside the temizuya water 
feature used for the hand cleansing that starts worship, 
I wander back to the car. Soon, my worries evaporate; 
a Rosso Corsa Ferrari FF has arrived, causing more fuss 
than we have. 

It immediately gives some context to our shrunk-in- 
the-wash sports car. The S660 is simply dwarfed by the 
uncouth Italian, its unmistakably Japanese aesthetic 
looking right at home, and as we choose to make our 
escape, its engine, some 90 per cent down on power on 
the Ferrari’s V12, makes a whole lot less fuss. IBB 



Elise-like roof fills 
the S660’s luggage ^ 
^ace. All of it M 


Shrine etiquet^ 
Stephen’s strong point. 
The car makes up for it 


“Our rambunctious 
little roadster looks 
especially nuts’’ 
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With just 830kg to shift, our turbo three-pot never feels 
underendowed, and it powers the rear wheels via a six-speed 
manual from Honda’s very best box of bits. Its throw is short and 
sliek, its operation to be relished. Not least beeause you ean buzz 
the engine well past 7,000rpm, the joy telegraphed via a big, 
eentral rev-eounter. Suddenly, eity ears baek home seem as dull 
as the task they’re made for. Keis like this paek fun and grown-up 
engineering into a paekage that’s no less wieldy or efheient. 

After stretehing the S660’s legs on the highway - not wishing 
for any more engine eapaeity, I might add - we reaeh pastures far 
less serene: Shibuya Crossing, the spot that most resembles how 
Japan’s eapital looked as I daydreamt on the plane over. 

Multiply Times Square by Pieeadilly Cireus and you’re perhaps 
halfway there: loud, bright neon adverts broadeasting onto one 
manie junetion. Cars and buses spill in from four direetions, 
and when a full house of red lights pauses trafhe ehaos, seores 
of people - up to a thousand in one go - spill into the road to 
make their way from one side to the other on foot. 

I fear I’ve lost Wyeherley forever, my wingman nipping out 
of the ear to freezeframe the whole thing and, as I wateh the last 
dregs of people leave the road and my lights return to green, he’s 
been swamped entirely by the fresh set of faees on his portion of 
pavement. The little Honda ought to feel lost in the big erowd, 
but its titehy turning eirele and inoffensive size allow me to easily 
navigate through it, as well as disguise my oeeasionally duff lane 
ehoiees with some last-minute eorreetions. 

We seek a break from Shibuya’s bedlam. Parking a ear is 
difheult here, Tokyo’s seant spaees in eonstant high demand. A 
beaten-up little alleyway hoves into view, and we point the S660’s 
nose down it. Few ears eould - or perhaps should - be down here, 
but it’s a perfeet demonstration of the benefits the Kei mantra 
brings. We ean park where we like, it seems, with genuine 
befuddlement at the signs readied as our exeuse. 

Away from the dazzling lights and dizzying erowds, our 
rambunetious little roadster looks espeeially nuts. It’s a beguiling 
thing, like a two-thirds seale tribute to the new NSX. If a 
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small car fits your needs, why wouldn’t you have one that 
looks like this? And while it may simply be the faet I 
don’t know the Japanese for “tosser”, I’m sensing eharm 
rather than animosity from the pedestrians walking past 
our quite probably illegally parked ear. A Toyota Crown 
taxi wouldn’t be eut this kind of slaek. 

Tight lanes are not the plaee to explore the outer 
reaehes of its handling balanee, of eourse, and with grip 
strong and power low, you’d need a damp go-kart traek 
to make a drift maehine of it. But it exhibits its lightness 
and minimal overhangs with instant and preeise 
direetion ehanges. And no eity ear I’ve driven has sueh a 
low-slung, body-hugging driving position. Honda has 
taken the Kei limitations and worked up to their borders, 
taken them as an invitation to experiment. You may 
need a ear that’s eheap to run, but that’s no exeuse for a 
laek of personality. 

Aptly, an adorable Kei iee eream van now wants 
to squeeze past, so we make our exit, dueking and 
diving through Tokyo trafhe for another eouple of 
hours. We see day turn to night, the bright lights and 
boisterous sounds emanating from the eity’s busier 
boroughs taking on a new life away from natural light. 
Standing above it all is the 333m Tokyo Tower. And 
frankly, it seems like it would be rude to pass up the 
opportunity to elimb to its uppermost observation 
deek, 250m skyward. 

A twilight view of Tokyo is breathtaking. It also 
presents a new perspeetive on how intrieately paeked 
this eity is, the eity whieh helped birth the effortlessly 
manoeuvrable Kei ear. It’s got to be the best way to 

“I don’t know 
the Japanese 
for ‘tosser’” 


explore Tokyo: Japan’s irresistible oddness - and even 
a ehapter of its post-war reeovery - distilled into an 
uneonventional 3.4-by-l. 5-metre frame. 

If you’ve no need for anything in the way of luggage 
spaee, this S660 would be a superb way to make inner- 
eity eommuting less fraught, more fun. But there’s a 
sueker puneh: just like its fellow Kei ears, there are no 
plans for this little Honda, prieed at the yen equivalent 
of ^21,000, to be sold outside of Japan. 

And after a day sueeumbing to the S660’s sweetness. 
I’m struggling to see why - beyond their fragile 
proportions not yielding spiffing erash results - we’re 
deprived of this motley erew of mini-ears. We like our 
eity ears strong and stylish, it would seem, and more 
than a little premium. But everything that’s fashionable 
now - shrunken three-eylinder engines, a foeus on 
efheieney and a U-turn on swelling dimensions - has 
been evident in the Japanese market for more than six 
deeades, with little stars like the S660 peppered aeross 
that timeline. 

After a day of soaking up Tokyo’s sights and sounds 
inside its eosy little eabin, I feel I must to eneourage you 
to start knoeking up the plaeards of protest now. Every 
eity needs ears like this. E23 



Japan’s second tallest 

structure. Yellow to M 


match the S660. Obvs 




■ Forget FFsTT he S660 
I is a rea l hea d-turner. 
And it’s Ferrari yellow 
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HONDA S660 



‘Shiibu-Sliiibu” 


When a c ar looks 
this sweet, y ou can 
park it anywhere 
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We have just 24 hours with the 
Lambo Aventador LP 750-4 SV... 
so let’s drive the wheels off it 

WORDS: TOM FORD/ 

PHOTOGRAPHY: MARK FAGELSOK 



upercars are pointless. 

This is a conclusion 
drawn from the slinky 
bulwark of a Lamborghini 
Aventador LP 750-4 Super 
Veloce that^s currently 
staring at the back of a 
tipper lorry that smells worryingly of bacon, 
schlepping forlornly along one of London^s 
viciously clogged arterial roads. I have around 
552kW from a glorious, naturally aspirated 
V12. When pushed, my paddleshift gearbox 
reacts in just 50 milliseconds. I have all-wheel- 
drive traction, air-bending downforce and a top 
speed of more than 350km/h. And it is all, without 
question, completely gelded by insidious 
traffic planning and dubious roadworks. It^s like 


having a powerboat in a paddling pool. 

It^s not all a wasted opportunity, mind. There 
are some advantages. For instance, you can tell 
that the Lamborghini looks the part and is 
undoubtedly doing its job as a piece of ring-road 
theatre, entertainment in an otherwise mind- 
numbing slug of a journey. You can ascertain its 
visual appeal by the sheer number of people trying 
to video it while steering with their wrists, the 
two near misses and man who stoutly fell off his 
bicycle near Park Royal. It^s not hard to see why: 
in a time where surfacing is subtle and mature, 
colours muted and chosen for resale rather than 
preference, a bloody chunk of Lambo steak in a 
visually vegetarian world is something glorious. 

It^s probably worth having a proper stare, too. 
We have generous wingspan, metallic red 
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This is not a car created for 
traffic jams on the South 
Circular. This is a car 
created for night-time runs 
on the motorway. Oh yes 


bodywork littered with important-looking flashes of 
earbon fibre aeting as boundaries to gaping intakes. 
Even the front splitter side vanes look suspieiously 
like fangs. There are four downturned eentral 
exhaust pipes like sad plumbing stieking out the 
baek, and a finned rear diffuser that speaks the 
language of physies we eanT see. But I want more 
than a 10-seeond phone video. I want to see if the 
latest, greatest Lamborghini is more than just a 
show pony, and, to do that, first I must endure the 
third-tier hell that is London’s South Cireular. I 
have to deal with earbon-baeked seats that sit you 
upright as a pious ehureh pew - and give you 
baekaehe in a bare 20 minutes - an Independent 
Shifting Rod (ISR) 7spd gearbox that slurs light 
ehanges in its eomfiest mode with a lazy head-nod, 
and a truek-like width of well over two metres. The 
ride is supple but busy, probably beeause the rear 
tyres are basieally horizontal, rubberised oil drums 
at a gloriously proportioned 335/25x21, and there’s 
a real tendeney for the SV to hunt eambers and 
pineh at bumps. There’s little sound-deadening, 
and it gives you some of the sonar abilities of a 
eommon bat - you ean hear the imperfeetions in 
the road, get an idea of the texture of the tarmae 
via your hearing as well as your bottom. 

The stats? Well, they’re not altogether as 
impressive as you might think. The Super Veloee 
isn’t that mueh more powerful than the standard 
Aventador - and roughly 37kW up on the LP700-4 
doesn’t sound like it’s going to be transformative. 
And although weight is down by 50kg, that’s mostly 
down to the loss of that sound deadening and the 
applieation of the torturous lightweight seats. The 
earbon monoeoque remains, supported by an 
aluminium subframe at either end as before, but 
now there’s a earbon engine eover, rear spoiler and 
statie earbon side seoops (weighty, eleetrieally 
motivated items on the normal ear), an aluminium 
bonnet, front bumper and doors and a sheet 
moulding eompound (SMC) rear bumper. 

The eomplieated summation of the addition 
of extra power and subtraetion of a smidgen of 
plumpness equate to a 10 per eent inerease in 


power-to-weight, all aeeessed at the top end of the 
rev range. Whieh isn’t mueh. But this is one of those 
trieky two-plus-two-equals-five moments: the sum 
of the parts definitely does not equal what you get. 

Beeause when I aeeelerate onto an open road and 
the traffie elears a bit, the 750-4 starts to show its 
teeth. And those teeth are wieked. Third and fourth 
gears get illegal very quiekly. Apparently. There are 
seven gears, the last four of whieh, should you 
ehoose to deploy them fully, will seale perfeetly with 
the length of prison sentenee. It is, for all the basie 
Aventador foibles, still an astonishing ear. There is 
nothing like the throttle response of an engine that 
relies on nothing more than atmospherie pressure to 
make fuel and air go bang. There’s no boost 
moment. There’s also no earn ehange or step in the 
shove, just a eonstant, big-engined aeeelerative 
weight right up to a howling 8,400rpm. This is a 
6.5-litre V12 doing what it does best, and the 
SV-speeifie tweaks - ehanges to the variable valve 
timing, intake system and exhaust - allow it more 
freedom to express itself. That, and the 8,400rpm 
red line and new lightweight exhaust system. It’s 
brutally quiek, no doubt. But it’s also slightly angry, 
and a bit intimidating. It’s a reminder of what old 
people eall a 'proper superear’. 

I find an empty streteh of road and deploy a fast 
start. This was probably a mistake. It starts off eool 
and ealm, with a few innoeent button presses and a 
misehievous glint. Left foot on brake, right foot on 
throttle, build the revs. Then flatten the right and 
remove the left. There’s a tense moment as the V12 
growls, an endless milliseeond of gathered pause, 
and then an aeeelerative puneh in the diaphragm 
and an involuntary expression of mild panie. 

Time both stretehes and beeomes eompressed, 
vision narrows, and fingerprints fuse indelibly to 
the Aleantara steering wheel. It doesn’t so mueh 
launeh as explode. In faet, the initial three seeonds 
- by whieh time you’ll be doing near the legal UK 
speed limit - eauses a kind of eognitive whiplash. 

A mental buffering that means your brain has to 
spin a little egg-timer and do some glaeially slow 
organie thinking just to put the experienees 


Night in the Aventador 
SV - the only time 
it looks subtle 







IT MAKES THE KIND 
OF NOISE THAT MAKES 
LIVESTOCK SCATTER” 


into some sort of order, so that you might 
understand what the bloody hell just happened. Just 
enough time to think, quite elearly: “This is how a 
golf ball feels.” 

This isn’t seamless, eleetrieal thrust like a Tesla 
P85D, or the even-tempered, shaped eharge of a 
Porsehe 918. This is a good of fashioned 
eannonshot, full of noise and drama and a strange 
keening that apparently I make when seared. You 
are assailed by aeeelerative g, mauled by V12 
seream. Suddenly the steering wheel beeomes 
vitally important, and the ear skitters and thumps, 
pulsing torque between the axles to give the best 
possible grip. It’s brutal, and old-sehool effeetive. 
Essentially it’s a stylish sledgehammer with seats. 
And the noise. It makes the kind of noise that 
makes the hairs on the baek of your neek flip 
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vertical, and livestock scatter. It is, with appropriate 
capitalisation: An Experience. 

But this is also one of those cars that’s actually 
very tiring. My back is basically ruined after 10 
hours in the seat, and as the light fades, I get bored 
with negotiating traffic, people and things, and 
the light sheen of fear that comes with trying to 
drive it quickly without buttering it up a tree, 
and decide to call it a night. 

Ten minutes later, Fm back in the car thumbing 
the starter button. Fve only got 24 hours with it. 

So it’s time to keep driving. All night if needs be. 

It takes many hours. This is not a car you get 
quickly comfortable with, intellectually or 
physically, at all. But the more I drive the SV, the 
more it reveals itself. It’s a strange one, this. The 
gearbox manages to be both better sorted than the 


Aventador, and still not as good as proper modern 
DSG paddleshifts. It’s a bit of an oddity, having as it 
does one clutch but two shifting rods (like a 
one-handed DSG), and just a bit rough. It thumps 
and huffs, sometimes fluffing changes in traffic, and 
will grab a gear with a real bang at mid to heavy 
throttle openings. Drive it with a bit of sympathy 
and you can smooth it out, but you have to drive 
around it, until you realise that at full throttle, at 
the top of the red line in Gorsa mode, shifts are 
almost seamless. Which tells you pretty much all 
you need to know about what Lamborghini was 
expecting from this car. 

The way it rides is also a tad counterintuitive. 
The racecar-spec pushrod suspension is now 
magnetorheological and adaptive, which means that 
the springs are only a little bit stiffer than standard. 


but the ride is actually more supple on a typical 
road. I’d go so far as to say that (as with a few of 
these more focused semi-specials) the more 
expensive damping and springing actually make the 
hardcore car ride better than standard - especially 
on weather-beaten B-roads. But that’s not to say it’s 
not restless, or soothing. The trade-off for such 
pointiness is that there’s a good portion more feel 
than the standard LP700-4, and the whole car feels 
more lively, more together, and yes, when you push 
on, quite a bit more nervous than non-Veloce. 

There are the usual three modes consisting of 
Strada (Road), Sport (uh... Sport) and Gorsa (Race) 
available from the switchgear on the centre console, 
and they now gently fiddle the ’box, engine 
response, suspension, AWD bias and steering. 
There’s a mechanical locking diff out back and 
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an electronic pseudo-diff provided by the ESP 
system on the front. And the electric twiddling 
modifies the character of the SV to a decent and 
noticeable degree. The dynamic steering has a 
variable-ratio rack that changes constantly, and 
again, you have to get used to it, but when going 
quickly, it calms down and is actually pretty good. 
Just don’t be too forceful with it, or the SV dives 
headfirst into corners, feeling like it’s swinging its 
bottom - and engine - in behind. 

Other than that, grip is predictably enormous, 
and Corsa mode will let the tail step out a little - 
which is enough for public roads. You’d have to be 
very confident or have a lot of space to play with 
ESP totally off. Preferably somewhere the size of 
Yorkshire, for complete security. And yes, we’re 
talking mechanical grip. The SV has, as you may 
have noticed, quite a lot of aero, but I’m 
unconvinced about the downforce unicorn - 
something that lots of people believe in, but can’t 
see. There are charts and graphs that prove that the 
various splitters and spoilers work (170 per cent 
more than a standard LP 700-4 and 150 per cent 
more efficiency) and that rear wing is manually 
adjustable and offers three angles of attack: choose 
between 186, 202 or 218kg of downforce at a speed 
you’ll never actually achieve. 

In 99 per cent of situations you can’t use it, you 
can’t see it when you do. In most cars equipped 
with it, you have to be doing somewhere in the 
region of two hundred and fifty kilometres per 
hour, and even then you have to be qualified enough 
to realise that it’s working. You might as well tell me 
that at 250km/h the car turns into the Millennium 
Falcon and shoots kittens from the exhausts. Now, 
if they can invent downforce that works sub 160-ish 
km/h, I might have some chance of understanding 
what all the fuss is about, but honestly? On a public 


road, the physical manifestation of SV downforce is 
only useful as a handy table, and provides some 
shade in summer. 

The truth is that the Aventador SV is the froth 
on the cappuccino of an anachronism. The standard 
Aventador already lives in a slightly fragile, 
old-school niche - attractive though it is - of V12, 
mid-engined natural aspiration. Its ISR paddle ’box 
isn’t by any means cutting edge, and it certainly 
hasn’t got any KERS-analogue electrical filler. Yes, 
there’s AWD, but it’s Haldex gen IV (a Golf R is 
already on the fifth generation of the system) not 
the torque-vectoring magicianship of something 
like a Nissan GT-R’s ATTESA, and the traction 
control doesn’t have the ego-friendly fluency of 
Ferrari’s Side Slip Gontrol that can make even the 
most ham-fisted heroic. 

To then add 'lightness’ to the tune of 50kg - 
which isn’t actually that much - up power to around 
550kW when the standard car wasn’t exactly wet, 
and add some weight back in with extra wings, is 
not so much gilding the lily as fiuoro-wrapping it 
and serving it on a bed of freshly cut overkill. 

I want to dislike the SV. Because it’s daft, and 
uncomfortable, and a bit uncouth, both visually 
and to drive. But I can’t. It’s not new age, or next 
gen, not filled with tech tricks and the newest of 
fangles. It’s an Aventador wound up to a bit past 11, 
for those who just like a little bit more. For ^880k 
it’s a proper challenge to drive quickly, and you’re 
probably looking at another couple of hundred 
grand to get close to beating it. And it is pointless. 
But it’s the kind of pointless that makes you get up 
early in the morning, the kind of pointless that 
makes people crash their bicycles. It’s the kind of 
pointless that makes you drive all night, a car that 
you never step out of without an opinion. And that’s 
the kind of pointless dreams are made of. [S 



AUDIO? 3.0 TDIS LINE 

Engine: 3.0-litre V6, turbodiesel 
Power: 200kW @ 3250rpm 
Torque: 600Nm @ ISOOrpm 
Transmission: 8spd auto, 4WD 
Claimed performance: 
O-lOOkm/h in 6.5secs, 
top speed 230km/h 
Economy: 5.9L/100km, 
153g/km CO 2 
Length: 5052mm 
Width: 1968mm 
Height: 1740mm 
Boot volume: 770/1955 litres 
Kerbweight: 2060kg 
Price: $113,985 


LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 
3.0SDV6HSE 






Engine: 3.0-litre V6, turbodiesel 
Power: 183kW @ 4000rpm 
Torque: 600Nm @ 1500rpm 
Transmission: 8spd auto, 4WD 
Claimed performance: 
O-lOOkm/h in 9.3secs, 
top speed 180km/h 
Economy: 8.8L/100km, 
230g/km CO 2 
Length: 4829mm 
Width: 1915mm 
Height: 1938mm 
Boot volume: 543/2558 litres 
Kerb weight: 2622kg 
Price: $95,340 





SUV GROUP TEST 



VOLVO XCgODS 
INSCRIPTION 

Engine: 2.0-litre 4cyl, turbodiesel 
Power: 165kW @ 4250rpm 
Torque: 470Nm @ 1750-2500rpm 
Transmission: 8spd auto, 4WD 
Claimed performance: 
O-lOOkm/h in 7.8secs, 
top speed 220km/h 
Economy: 6.2L/100km, 
162g/km CO 2 
Length: 4950mm 
Width: 2008mm 
Height: 1775mm 
Boot volume: 775/1951 litres 
Kerbweight: 1970kg 
Price: $96,950 



The all-new Volv6 XC90 and Audi Q7 have 
arrived to challenge th'el^isco s supremacy. 
We make an early start on the schdol runi.;v.i 





SUV GROUP TEST 


e may be deep in the heart 
ofWales, butthe 
Discovery is the only car 
we bother doing any 
off-road stuff with. After 
all, who buys an SUV for 
its off-roading ability? 
Only people with a penchant for those khaki 
vests with all the pockets, as far as I can work 
out. However, if you genuinely are a green-laner, 
horse float-towist or adventure-traveller and 
those activities are your absolute priority, buy 
the Land Rover Discovery. That’s it, end of 
story, read no further. Ladies and gentlemen of 
an outdoorsy persuasion, you have your winner. 

But we all know that most Discovery owners 
have never so much as twiddled the Terrain 
Response dial beyond grass/gravel/snow. 
Because it’s not what matters to them. What 
they like is the reassurance that only mass and 
height can bring. They want a big, safe car 
because the lives of the people they care about 
are at stake (and yes, I do appreciate the irony 
of buying an inherently less stable car for safety 
reasons). SUVs are where you put the things you 
want to keep safe and out of harm’s way. 


Precious stuff like kids and dogs and other 
breakables. They’re automotive bubble wrap, 
secure transportation cells for concerned 
parents. 

Volvo makes safe cars. We all know that 
because it’s been ramming it down our throats 
for years. But even Swedish safety wasn’t cool 
until the XG90 came along. Think about all 
those 240s and 740s: driven by crash test 
dummies in adverts, beloved by the antique- 
moving masses. No one without a tweed 
affliction would be seen dead in one. Even the 
850 T5 didn’t manage to upset the balance 
quite enough. 

Then, back in 2002, the XG90 arrived and 
overnight Volvo became a different company. 
Here was a car with all the best people-carrier 
smarts built into an SUV, a car that people 
actually wanted to be seen in. And by Volvo, 
too, so you knew your rug rats would be safe. 
That’s basically the holy trinity for families. 

It was by no means the first seven-seat 
off-roader, but it was the best executed. 
Well-heeled buyers flocked to its banner, and no 
one cared that it was a pudding in corners and 
couldn’t pull the skin off one in a straight line. 


So Volvo sat back, raked in the profits and, every 
so often, gave the car a gentle tweak. It kept this 
up for 13 years. Still basically the same car, still 
selling in reasonable numbers. 

And now a new one. And it turns out Volvo 
wasn’t wasting those years. Everything is 
new. New chassis (which will go on to underpin 
all new mid-size and upwards Volvos), new 
engines (both petrol and diesel use a common 
engine block), boron steel safety cell, and 
“the most comprehensive and technologically 
sophisticated standard safety package available 
in the automotive industry”. It may be only a 
fraction bigger, but it’s a lot cleverer. 

The Audi Q7 used to be one of those slightly 
objectionable SUVs that the Germans built 
simply because they needed something in this 
sector, knew it would sell on the strength of its 
badge, and didn’t have the willingness (or maybe 
ability) to give it the capabilities of the Discovery 
or the packaging of the XG90. 

This is the new one. You can tell because it 
now looks like a wagon. It, too, is built on 
a flexible new platform that will underpin 
everything from the Audi A4 to the Bentley 
Bentayga, contains elements of the Audi TT’s 




IF YOU GENUINELY 
ARE A GREEN-LANER, 
GUYTHEOISCOVERY” 







technology and interior design, claims to have 
lost 300kg and comes across as a much more 
tightly knit and thoughtfully conceived product. 
A brave one, too, given its roofline is a whopping 
200mm nearer the ground than the Disco^s. 

Ah yes, the Discovery itself: 2.6 tonnes (or 
thereabouts - it seems almost rude to ask) of 
pedigree off-roader with a rugged family car 
attached. A new one is coming - should be here 
before the end of the year, in fact - but in the 
meantime, this is still the familiar 3.0-litre 
diesel version of Land Rover’s phenomenally 
successful block of flats. 

The Audi’s also stoked along by a 3.0-litre 
diesel, but in line with Volvo’s forward-thinking 
policy, the XC90 can call on the support of only 
two litres and four cylinders. That’s the biggest 
capacity Volvo will offer. I know, I was surprised 
too. And then staggered. Because it’s hard to 
believe only two litres can have this much 
effect on two tonnes. 

Relatively speaking, the XG90 is perky and 
responsive, and has a turn of pace far beyond 
anything the old one was capable of. Far beyond 
the Discovery, too. There’s less inertia in the 
engine so it pretty much matches the Q7 
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SUV GROUP TEST 


How to make big cars 


Three SUVs cope well 








for initial reaction, just doesn’t have the 
continuing in-gear pace. At low speeds it’s 
detectably a four-cylinder, the cultured 
smoothness of its rivals notable for its absence, 
but once up and running? No complaints. 

Well, it would be nice if the gearbox was a bit 
more alert - the Audi’s is more polished. In fact, 
the whole Audi driving experience is very well 
sorted. The lowering of the car seems to be a 
physical as well as visual trick - the centre of 
gravity appears to have dropped, so the Q7 moves 
easily and reassuringly. The steering is light, it 
gets about smoothly and moves with reasonable 
grace. It might roll a bit, but not nearly so much 
as the Disco, and any movements are progressive 
and well controlled. And it’s so quiet. No wind 
noise, no tremors from the suspension, just 
relaxing progress and hushed engine. And it rides 
with real panache, soft and cosseting with not a 
trace of external noise. 

The Disco comes with air suspension as 
standard. On the Audi it’s a $4,950 option, and 
$3,760 on the Volvo. You must have it. Must. I 
drove three separate XC90s, and on standard 
suspension it’s just too busy. Too much road 
noise, rather wriggly and restless at low speeds 
and generally not as refined, silent and 
comfortable as the Land Rover. Bit of a miss. 
Adding air suspension makes a decent difference, 
but is not transformative. It still feels a little 
grumbly in comparison. 

The flip side of this is that the XC90 handles 
well. No, it’s not something that should prick the 
senses of driving enthusiasts, but how Volvo has 
made something this big drive with such ease and 
dexterity is impressive. Turn the small-diameter 
steering wheel and the XC90 responds promptly 
and corners flatly. It’s easy to place on the road, it 
demands no compromise, no amendment of 
driving style. It’s the widest car here, yet feels the 
smallest and most wieldy. It’s so good-natured - 
schoolrun mums and dads are going to love it. 

Or will they? What the XC90 doesn’t have is 
the same air of unstoppable progress as the 
Discovery. It feels less massive and substantial, 
and so arguably less reassuring. There’s a lovely 
cadence and pace to the Disco. There’s no sense 
of rush; it’s a very unhurried car. And an 
unhurriable one. The steering is heavy and the 
whole car rather cumbersome. 

But sat up this high, you feel so well protected 
from the world and there’s a thickness to the 
driving experience that’s a direct result of the 
weight involved. It gives the Disco momentum 
and helps make the ride silent and soothing. 

Inside, though, the Disco has now badly lost 
ground to its rivals. Well, that’s if you view the 
utilitarian vibe as a bad thing. Drinks will be 
spilled in these cars, there will be mud, and 
sandwich crusts and apple cores will be 
rediscovered years later. You won’t mind in the 
Discovery. You will in the others. They look and 
feel pretty in comparison. 

As the driver, you’ll like the Audi best. I know, 
not the Volvo despite its portrait centre screen. 
It’s touchscreen only, which means the screen 
smears (Volvo actually supplies a cloth to clean it 
with) and you’re forever jabbing the wrong 
buttons. It’s still comfortably the best 




You can carry seven full-size adults in all of these cars, so the whole team can 
jump in to go to watch the footy. However, in both the Audi (right) and Land 
Rover (left), the middle row has to be awkwardly tumbled forward to gain 
access to the back, and the Audi’s seats are rather firm and flat. The rear row 
may be electrically operated, but it’s the least spacious. All have sliding 
middle-row seats, and, when folded, the Disco’s push down closer to the 
floor to maximise load space. Despite that, it’s the Volvo (middle) that 
delivers the most passenger space and best features. 
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seat design - it’s better than that, but the rear row 
is dark and eramped, and it doesn’t make you 
wonder at the little things like the XC90 does. The 
Diseo is good - light and spaeious with eleverly 
tiered rows, but it’s all a bit elunky to operate. 

The Diseo also has the biggest boot on paper, 
but that’s beeause it has the highest eeiling. It’s 
the Volvo that has the widest and deepest load 
spaee - in whatever seat eonfiguration. With all 
three rows up, it has very nearly twiee the boot 
depth of the Diseo. It’s so well paekaged. 

One thing bugs me, though. For weight and 
eost reasons, Volvo has done away with the split 
tailgate. Yes, the flip-down part makes it more 
awkward to reaeh the baek of the boot, but they’re 
so useful for sitting toddlers on, having 
impromptu pienies or aiding loading without 
seratehing the baek bumper. 

The Audi is by no means eramped or 
impraetieal, either - it just laeks the sheer 
attention to detail that sets the Volvo apart here. 

It aetually runs the XC90 elose in the safety 
stakes. Where Volvo has IntelliSafe, Audi has 
Pre-Sense. Both are systems that ean spot hazards 
and intervene, plus, of eourse, there are the usual 


touehsereen I’ve ever used, but the Audi is a real 
step on as well, with its touehpad eontrol and 
eopyeat TT eonfigurable dash sereen. Both are 
lovely things with great driving positions, 
fabulous seats and a frankly pointless range of 
miero-eontrol over every aspeet of their systems. 

It’s the Volvo’s ambienee that gives it a 
marginal edge. Where the Diseo is rugged and 
plastieky and the Audi is self-eonseiously stylish, 
the Volvo generates a real sense of wellbeing. It’s 
just fresher and more soothing for the soul. 

And so well designed and paekaged where 
it eounts. Here’s the differenee between them 
all. The Audi’s rearmost seats flip up and down 
eleetrieally. It’s standard. The Diseo’s are a fiddle, 
with lots of levers and all the meehanisms 
exposed ready to pineh fingers. The XC90? 
Sublime. Beautifully thought out single-lever 
adjustments. It’s the only one with a tilt/slide 
middle row to aid aeeess to the baek, where the 
headrests flip down automatieally and where seat 
eomfort has been thought about in all seven 
perehes. You might not notiee all this initially, but 
I guarantee you’ll eome to appreeiate it. It’s not 
like Audi has gone through the motions with its 
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IIKE THESE? 

try THIS- 


BMW X5 Xdrive 40d 


If you care about the 
driving and speed of 
your seven-seat SUV, 
there’s always the 
BMW X5. Or the 
Range Rover Sport. 

We could have put 
them into this test 
alongside the XC90, 
but they skew the 
perspective slightly. 
They (and the Porsche 
Cayenne, if you permit 
a five-seater to join in) 
come at this from a 
different angle, one 
where the driving 
comes first and all 
else follows after. 

However, if you 
already know it’ll be a 
rare day that you need 
more than five seats, 
then get stuck in. The 

$116,900 X5 40d, 


with its twin-turbo 
3.0-litre diesel (or 
even the cheaper 25d 
and 30d models), is a 
mighty thing and 
makes the Volvo feel a 
bit worthy. But the ride 
is slightly lumpy and 
you may well find the 
packaging restrictive 
come holiday time. You 
pays your money, etc. 

But despite the 
emphasis shifting 
towards sportiness, 
where the normal 
answer would be “Just 
buy a 5-Series Touring 
instead,” it’s not that 
simple. Whether you’re 
a driver or passenger, 
the appeal of the extra 
height, and all that 
goes with it, is a 
powerful one. 


array of lane-keep, radar eruise and blind-spot 
warning teehnologies to help keep you on the 
straight and narrow. 

Being half a tonne lighter, both Q7 and XC90 
are also a good deal more eeonomieal than the 
Diseo, whieh managed about lO.SL/lOOkm over 
965km and three days, while the Audi hovered 
around the 8.6 mark and the Volvo 8.3. 

None is a eheap ear. The popularity of the elass 
has enabled the manufaeturers to eharge more, 
meaning a deeent family SUV is now around 
$100k. That’s a hill of money, but then these are 
probably the ultimate family ears, the best, most 
eomfortable and safest way of ferrying those you 
eare about. Without the eutting-edge teeh and 
eabin design of the other two, it’s the $95,340 
Diseo that looks the least attraetive deal on paper. 
Lower-spee versions make more sense. Wateh the 
options eost on the Audi, as the S line (+$10,085 
option) isn’t as well equipped as the XC90 
Inseription as standard. Daft name, Volvo. 

It takes a long time for my thoughts to 
erystallise on this test. All the ears do a very good 
job and do it individually enough to make them all 
the best ehoiee depending on what your priorities 
are. Take the Q7. It’s a mueh better ear than I 
expeeted, is the best to drive and has that lovely 
driving environment. The XC90 hits the nail on 
the head for families, but even with air suspension, 
its ride and refinement mean that it’s not quite as 
outstanding as I’d hoped. And if we go baek to 
where we eame in, you have the unstoppable Diseo. 
Quite honestly. I’d be happy with any of them, and 
ideally you’d want an amalgam, but for me the Q7 
falls first as its greatest strengths aren’t in the 
eonventional family SUV areas. The Diseo is out 
next. I still adore it for its astonishing range of 
eapabilities, but the XC90 feels eleverer, fresher, 
better paekaged and more innovative. Winner, by a 
hair’s breadth. EZB 





LONG-TERM 


TOPGEAR’S 


CARS. TESTED AND VERIFIED 


HELLO 


> 360 Volt permanent magnet AC synchronous electric motor, RWD, 125kW, 250 Nm ♦ 0.6L/100km ©0-100km/h in 79secs 
• 1,315kg •$69,990 O DO 1,995knn Driver Jannes Cleary Why its here We want to know if the future is fun 


□ e of the biggest, oiliest 

elephants in the automotive 
room is fossil fuel. We re 
going to run out, but nobody 
knows when. It feels like we Ve 
been on the peak oil’ precipice forever; with 
some experts convinced production is already 
well behind consumption. While others point to 
massive, as yet untapped stores of dinosaur 
juice waiting patiently for extraction. 

Tired of the uncertainty, TopGear has 
embraced the future with a BMW i3 whirring 
stealthily into the long-term garage. While the 
sci-fi wedge known as the i8 has so far captured 
much of the attention surrounding BMW’s ‘i’ 
brand, this is the car we’ve been waiting for. 

In 2010 BMW announced plans for a 
‘Megacity Vehicle’, and the production reality 
lives up to that lofty ambition. The i3 is mega in 
so many ways; design, engineering, materials, 
and not least, the drive experience. 

I used to proudly wear an anti-ZEV t-shirt 
proclaiming “Electricity is for toasters”, but the 
i3 is enough to make even a hardened petrol- 
head turn. It looks intriguingly different on the 



The morning school 
run has never been as 
smooth or quiet 



Dash is super cool and 
practical, with two 
slim tablet screens 


outside and is a breath of fresh air on the inside. 

Three ‘Interior Worlds’ are available, and 
our car features the standard ‘Lodge’ design 
with light eucalyptus wood matched with cream 
leather across the open dash top. A mix of wool 
cloth and caramel leather on the seats and 
doors creates a bright, Scandinavian feel. 

With the 125kW/250Nm electric motor 
tucked under the cargo floor between the rear 
wheels, the floor is flat through the cabin, which 
adds to the sense of space and simplicity. 

The task of pushing 1.3 tonnes doesn’t 
deter the compact power unit, and with max 
torque on tap from step-off, initial acceleration 
(0-60km/h in 3.9secs) is brisk, and (politely) 
carving up city traffic is massive fun. 

The re-charge process is simple, with a 
compact converter unit sprouting a normal 
three-pin, house power plug. And there’s 
something very satisfying about pinching a bit 
of juice in unexpected places. Hotel parking 
spot, with a socket nearby... thank you. 

Having said that, it’s comforting to know 
there’s a 28kW, 650cc petrol triple sitting next 
to the motor. Not to drive the wheels, but keep 


the Li-ion battery in the floor charged if you 
over-step the standard range (120-1 50km in 
the default Comfort setting). In the first few 
weeks it hasn’t had to fire up once, and I’m 
concerned fuel in the 9.0-litre tank will go stale. 

We’ve only just collected the i3, but already 
it’s clear this car will be difficult to hand back. 


BMW i3 REx 


BOODSTUFF 

Driving past 
petrol stations as if 
they don’t exist 

A Whooshing 
acceleration is 
impressive and 
addictive 

Minimalist 
interior is ultra-cool 


BADSTUFF 

▼ I don’t care if 
this is the future, 
BMW’s overly 
sensitive indicator 
system is annoying 

▼ Rear legroom is 
tight-ish for full-size 
adults, but liveable 
given the i3’s city- 
only brief 


i/mmmmTH oji 
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Glean energy 


wners of black cars 
probably know this 
already, but; this 
paintwork is a 
sonofabitch to keep 
clean. When our Boxster S is freshly 
washed, it looks beautiful, and so do 
those black painted wheels. But drive 
it fifty nnetres, and it looks dirty 
again... especially those black wheels, 
which show up road and brake dust 
like Lunninol on a nnotel doona. 

But having to stop and wash the 
Boxtser every 100 nnetres or so is a 
snnall price to pay to live with this car. 
It is, without a doubt, one of the best 
long-ternners we Ve ever had: 
connpliant and easy when the traffic is 
heavy, and nnuscular and sharp when 
you give it sonne slipper. On a sunny 
Sydney winter day, driving with the 
top down, its hard not to use the word 
“sublinne”. And for a kidless couple, its 
surprisingly practical; we’ve only had 
one object (a stepladder) fail to fit in 
either the front or rear cargo hold. 

The steering is so sharp and 
feelsonne that it does spoil you for 
other cars. I dread having to swap 
keys. Maybe a white car next. 



| ©3.4litre, flat-six, RWD, 252kW 
^8.2L/100km 
^^ 0-100knn/h in S.Osecs 
Sl'370l<g 

(^$136,090 ($147,660 as tested) 

0002,399 

DriverTim Keen 

Why it’s here Because we need a 

razor-sharp roadster in our lives 



LEXUS RC 350 


♦ 3.5-litre,V6,RWD,233kW,378Nm •9.4L/100km ©0-100km/hin6.1secs 

• 1,700kg # $74,000 ($81,300 as tested) ODO 6 ,865km Driver Stephen Corby 
Why it s here Can the RC 350 bring excitennent back into Lexus showroonns? 


D ean honestly say there isn’t 
a single thing wrong with 
our long-term Lexus RC 
350 Sport Luxury, but only 
because there are so many. 
I’m not saying it’s a terrible car, and I can 
sort of almost see why you’d buy one if 
you’re the sort of person who finds the idea 
of a visible carbon-fibre option (quite 
possibly ersatz) irresistible. 

Remarkably there are two of those 
people living in my suburb, and while it’s 
undeniably gauche somehow, particularly on 
a Lexus, they do look kind of crazy cool, 
somehow. 

Whereas our version just looks... lumpy. 
I’m generally a fan of Lexus’s prow-like-nose 
designs of late, and the more radical the 
better, because the brand has been too dozy 
and old for too long, but it just doesn’t seem 
to work on this coupe. 

The rear light (pictured) treatment 
bothers me for some reason, because it just 
looks so stuck on, as if someone forgot to 
sketch them in the original drawings. Overall 
it looks big and heavy, which is kind of apt 
because that’s what driving it feels like. 

There’s a bit of burble from the 
233kW V6 engine, but mainly it just 
feels slightly sleepy most of the time, 
unless you absolutely wring its neck, 
and rev it into action. Keeping it in the 
Sport setting is a must. 

Sadly, the steering refuses to wake up no 
matter what you do and is light in a way that’s 
slightly annoying, because we know Lexus 
can do better (the LFA has fabulous 
steering, the RC-F not bad). 

Cruising around slowly it does a perfectly 
adequate job, and the ride is typically 
smooth. Oh, and the Mark Levinson sound 



Rear lights look a little 
like an afterthought. 
Design isoriginal or 
weird, depending on 
your viewpoint 


system is, as usual, superlative, but sadly it’s 
the only thing great about the interior. Why 
Lexus persists with its outdated touchy- 
feely-haptic mouse for running the 
entertainment system is a mystery as 
dumbfounding as Bronwyn Bishop’s self 
perception. The rest of the world has touch 
screens, dear Lexus, and they’re wonderful. 

There’s also just too much Toyota in the 
buttons, screens and other interfaces. Yes, 
it’s all about parts sharing and economies of 
scale, but if you’re paying $86,000 for a 
car, you want more quality than this. And 
more pace, because zero to lOOkm/h in 6.3 
seconds isn’t feisty enough. 

Ditching the retro foot-operated park 
brake and going for an automatic electric 
one like absolutely every other car company 
on Earth would be a good move, too. 

This all sounds a bit harsh, and as I say, 
the RC 350 is not a bad car, as such, it’s just 
that there are so many other cars that you 
would buy for the money - or slightly more 
in the case of the Germans - and which 
would make you so much happier. And use 
less fuel, to boot. 


LEXUS RC 350 SPORT LUXURY 

GOOD STUFF " 

A Cabin room... if 
you’re not too tall. 
Interior comfort 
received great 
acclaim from pint- 
sized acquaintance. 

^ BADSTUFF 

▼ The fact that 
we didn’t even 
notice it’s the Sport 
Luxury, not the 

F Sport - dozy 
pack of goons that 
we are. 

l/nOKM THIS MOUTH 

19.7 

A 
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HELLO 


» 3.8-litre, V6 petrol, RWD, 232kW, 397Nm •11.2L/100km 00-100km/hin6.5secs •1,995kg *$60,000 ($71,000 as 
tested) ODO 1,690knn Driver James Cleary Why its here To see how far upmarket the Hyundai brand can stretch 


o sooner had we taken 
delivery of ‘our’ Hyundai 
Genesis than the ‘Now 
I’m seeing them 
everywhere’ syndrome 
set in with a vengeance. As per editor 
Keen’s late 2104 launch drive prediction, 
we’ve spotted numerous examples in 
airport limo holding pens, with HC plates 
proudly in place, as well as a surprising 
number of privately-owned specimens in 
general traffic. 

In fact, on the basis of year-to-date 
July registrations, it feels like we’ve 
identified a decent chunk of the 527 units 
sold nationwide so far in 2015. 

On a pro rata basis that running total 
is under Hyundai Australia’s guarded 
prediction of “anywhere up to 1,000 ” 
sales per annum. But a fly on the head 
office wall in Seoul tells us it’s a lot more 
than the Korean top brass was expecting. 

So, “Astute Thinkers ” as Hyundai calls 
them (code for luxury-seeking 
pragmatists who won’t cough up extra for 
a fancy badge), are warming to the 
Genesis. The hard yards the brand has 
put in over recent years to move 
perceptions from cheap ‘n’ cheerful to 


mainstream acceptance, has it snapping 
at Holden’s heels for third position in the 
market. But can the Genesis credibly lift 
Hyundai further up the prestige ladder? 

Our long-termer is fitted with the 
‘Sensory Pack”, adding 11 grand’s worth 
of extra fruit to a $60k base car already 
laden down with enough standard 
equipment to sink a battleship. 

Additional bits and pieces like 
premium leather trim, a 16-way 
electrically-adjustable driver’s seat with 
memories, power adjust steering column, 
and a slew of safety assist tech like Blind 
Spot Detection, Lane Change Assist, 
Rear Cross Traffic Alert, Around View 
Monitor, and a C02 sensor in the cabin. 

A 160km five-up round trip from 
Sydney to Wollongong (on the NSW 
south coast) provided an initiation by 
family fire, and the Genesis proved quiet, 
comfortable, and with Sport mode 
engaged, mildly entertaining. 

If that last bit sounds like damning 
with faint praise, you’re right. Despite 
copious amounts of local suspension 
tuning, the big Hunday isn’t ready to 
carve up a well-specced 5 Series or 
E-Class. But it is a lot cheaper, and big; 


N 



IN DETAIL 


just under 5.0m long, with hectares of 
rear space and a high quality look and 
feel. That said, the interior design is safe, 
and entering it doesn’t inspire any kind of 
special occasion atmosphere. 

So far, the Genesis feels like its forte is 
Zen-like calm, rather than sharp dynamics 
or design. Not everyone’s cup of tea, but 
spot-on for a surprising number. 



Boot is huge, and 
parents beware, 
controls for rear 
passengers allow 
fiddling with the 
front seat position 


HYUNDAI 


GOODSTUFF 

A Super smooth 
and quiet 

A V6 responsive in 
Sport mode 

A High quality of 
fit and finish 


OK 

GENESIS 


BADSWFF 

▼ Rear passengers’ 
ability to adjust 

the front seats isn’t 
always welcome 

▼ Winged Genesis 
logo in exterior 
mirror puddle 

lights is ‘me too’ 
and cheezy 

▼ Generic luxo 
design abounds 


l/WOKMmMimH 12.0 
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PORSCHE CAYENNE S 
E-HYBRID 


GOODBYE O4.0-litre, in-line 6cyl petrol, RWD, 198kW. 409Nm Ol3.5L/100km @ 
O-lOOkm/h in 8.0secs(est)Ol,841kg© $33,140 ODO Driver 

Why it’s here 


I ^^f2995cc V6 supercharged petrol, AWD, 
306kW, 440Nm plus e-Motor 
®72L/100km 

COrO-IOOkmh in 5.9secs, 243knnh 
©350kg(U$140,800 

Driver Jannes Cleary 

Why it s here Because they won Le 

Mans with an AWD E-Hybrid 


Easy as un,dos,tray: 
the cover on the back 
is a snap to take on 
and off (literally) 


and woodchips and assorted garden crap 
leaves a hole in our Garage line-up. 

It’s days like this that make us regret 
that the ute is an endangered species. Oh, 
sure, there’ll be pick-up-style utes - Ford 
Rangers and Toyota Hiluxes and the like 
- but the “church on Sunday, market on 
Monday” car-based ute will be no more 
once the Ford and Holden factories close. 

The XR6 ute isn’t a flawless beast - the 
blind spots out the back corners could 
hide an aircraft carrier, and its willingness 
to break traction if you give it a spurt is 
both a blessing and a curse, depending on 
the situation - but it’s as Aussie as 
car-based similes about Aussieness, and 
we’ll be sad to see it go. 


FORD FALCON XR6 UTE 


BOOOSTUFF 

Good amount 
of storage in the 
cabin, as well as 
the tray 

A Infotainment 
system is intuitive 

A Filling up on 
cheap LPG 


BADSWFF 

▼ Visibility out 
the rear corners 
is not great 

▼ Somehow 
we’ve managed to 
damage the rear 
wheel rim 

▼ Parramatta Rd 


Limummn 17.1 


here’s something 
intensely satisfying about 
doing odd jobs around 
the house... as long as 
there’s no pressing need 
to. Putting a tarp over a leaky roof in the 
rain is a misery; so is fixing a hot water 
system on a schoolday. But give us a sunny 
afternoon, no deadline or urgency, and a 
task that’s not so strenuous or demanding 
that it can’t be accomplished with the help 
of beer, and we’re happy as clams. 

Tinkering with an old lawnmower. 
Repairing something with a soldering iron. 
Finding an excuse to drill holes in things. 
Or, in this case, collecting a uteful of wood 
chips and spreading it on a garden. 

The woodchips are the mortal remains 
of trees brought down by a recent storm 
and shredded by the council - every ill 
wind has a silver lining but won’t collect 
any moss, or whatever the saying is. It’s 
actually fairly rare for us to have a car in 
the long-termer Garage that could handle 
a job like this - well, most of them could 
handle it, but they’d be a pain to clean 
afterwards. The XR6 with its plastic tray 
tub is the perfect candidate. (And cudos 
to the Ford designer who imprinted the 
bottle holders in the tray door when it’s 
folded flat - how well you know us.) 

So it was the perfect way to bid 
farewell to our XR6 long-termer: it made 
us feel like true-blue productive blokes, 
and its rugged practicality in lugging bikes 


n orsche racked up its 
17th win at the 24 
Hours of Le Mans this 
year with its 919 petrol- 
electric, AWD hybrid. 
The lead trio of Hulkenberg, Tandy and 
Bamber (#19) leading home our own 
Mark Webber, teamed with Bernhard and 
Hartley (#17) for an historic 1-2. 

To ram home the point, and the tech 
connection, Porsche wrapped this Jet 
Black Cayenne S E-Hybrid in a tribute 
design, echoing the 17 car’s livery, down 
to the race number and graphics. 

Some of us found this challenging 
from a driving-the-car-in-public point of 
view. Not that we re anything other than 
proud of Aussie Grit’ Webber’s efforts. 
Art director Ben Stewart even has a life- 
size poster of Mark stuck to his bedroom 
ceiling (and a doll of some kind). But no 
one could argue this was a low-key ride. 

Once past the racy, stand-out 
appearance, set off by standard lime- 
green brake calipers and optional 21 -inch 
rims (plus other green’ detail elements in 
the instruments, dash and overall interior 
scheme), the car actually goes like stink 
and uses three-fifths of stuff-all fuel. So, 
in the end, something of a winner then. 


Chip on the old block 
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT NEW CARS YOU 
WANT TO BUY... AND NOTHING ABOUT THE ONES YOU) DON’T 


NowFeaturing MERGEDESF-AIIIIGG63 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/lDDkm ENGINE KW MM 0-100 MAX HATIMB 

$154,900 Rear 1055 0.0 4.0/8 375 700 4.0 250 9/10 



ABARTH 




ASTON MARTIN 






PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-100 

MAX 

RATING 

595 Competizione 

$36,500 

Front 1035 

5.4 

1.4/4 

118 

230 

7.4 

210 

7/10 

695 Biposto 

$65,000 

Front 997 

5.4 

1.4/4 

118 

230 

7.4 

210 

7/10 

500 Esse Esse $34,990 595 7urismo $33,500 | 

ANCAP Also try: Ford Fiesta 57, VW Polo G7I 







~ 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW 


D-1DD MAX RATING 


S 4dr SA 6sp 5.9i 


$370,500 Rear 1990 14.9 5.9/12 410 620 4.9 295 B/10 



The car that took on the 91 1 . And lost. But hey, it’s an Aston. 
What more do you want? 


ALFA ROMEO 



PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


V8 Coupe man 6sp 4.7i 


$231,000 Rear 1630 13.6 4.7/6 313 470 4.9 290 


6/10 


V8 Roadster man 6sp 4.7i 


$260,000 Rear 1710 13.6 4.7/6 313 470 4.9 290 6/10 


Alfa’s small car is actually quite big, except on the inside. Yes, it’s the 
Mini all over again, albeit better to look at and worse to drive. 



$369,300 Rear 1680 14.7 5.9/12 421 620 3.9 305 8/10 


V8 S Coupe 6sp man $251,700 V8 S Roadster 6sp man $280,600 V12 S Roadster $418,525 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

7win Air 3dr 6sp man 0.97 

$22,500 

Front 

1130 

4.2 

0.9/2 

77 

145 

11.4 

184 

-/10 

Distinctive 3dr 6sp 7C7 1 .47 

$28,000 

Front 

1145 

5.5 

1.4/4 

99 

230 

8.2 

207 

5/10 

QV3dr 6sp man 1.47 

$30,000 

Front 

1145 

5.5 

1.4/4 

125 

250 

7.5 

219 

5/10 


V12 S Coupe man 6sp 5.9i 

i 

Also try: Jaguar XKR, Porsche 911, Mercedes SL 

m. 

Overshadowed by the Vanquish and undercut by the Vantage, the DB9 is 
still the quintessential Aston; graceful, comfortable, yet supremely quick. 



Progression 1.4T man $26,500 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: BMW 1 Series, VW Polo 


Coupe auto 6sp 5.9i 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 

$349,500 Rear 1785 14.3 5.9/12 381 620 4.6 300 9/10 


Volante auto 6sp 5.9i $380,500 Rear 1890 14.3 5.9/12 381 

Also try: Bentley Continental GT, Porsche Panamera 


620 4.6 300 


8/10 


New Alfa retains the je ne sais quoi of the old 1 47 and manages to be 
more reliable and practical. This can only be a good thing. 


j 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Distinctive 5dr man 6sp 1.47 

$31,350 

Front 

1290 

6 

1.4/4 

125 

250 

7.8 

218 

6/10 

Distinctive 5dr 7C7 6sp 2.0D7 

$35,250 

Front 

1320 

4.5 

2.0/4 

125 

350 

8.0 

218 

7/10 

Best! QV 5dr man 6sp 1.87 

$39,150 

Front 

1320 

7.6 

1.8/4 

173 

340 

6.8 

242 

7/10 


VANQUISH 


Thoroughly overhauled DBS is evolutionary, and could struggle to 
broaden Aston's customer base. We wouldn't say no, though. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Coupe auto 6sp 5.9i 


$479,995 


1739 14.4 5.9/12 421 620 4.1 295 


8/10 


Also try: Merc SLS, McLaren 1 2C 


1.4 88kW $24,550 Progression 1.4 man $29,450 Progression 2.0 JTD $33,350 


ANCAP Also try: VW Golf, Audi A3, BMW 1 Series, Renault Megane 



An honest-to-god supercar for a fraction of the price. Fast, fabulous and 
fun, it’s the perfect second car - but a bit demanding as a daily driver. 


AUOl 


GOOD 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-1D0 

MAX 

RATING 

4C $89,000 

Rear 

1025 

6.8 

1.75/4 

177 

350 

4.5 

n/a 

9/10 


^ Also try: Porsche Cayman, Lotus Elis^ 


Essentially a really posh Polo, Audi’s A1 is the prince to VW’s pauper. 

Or maybe it’s the emperor’s new clothes. It’s good, but $39k of good? 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 

Best! Sport 5drSA7sp 1.4TSC' $39,900 Front 1215 5.9 1.4/4 136 250 7.0 - 6/10 

SI quattro 5dr 6sp man 2.0T $49,900 Four 1340 7.1 2.0/4 170 370 5.9 250 -/10 


^ Attraction 5sp man 1.2T $26,500 Attraction 6sp man 1.4T $32,250 Attraction 5sp man 1.6DT $32,250 

Attraction 7sp S tronic 1 .6DT $32,250 Ambition 6sp man 1 .47 $35,800 Ambition 7sp S tronic 1 .47 $35,800 


ANCAP Also try: Citroen DS3, Mini Cooper, Fiat 500 
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EEl 


More of the excellent, German luxuxry from 'Audi’s Not-a-Golf.’ It 
is a Golf though, just slightly more expensive, with shinier bits inside. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Attraction Sedan 7sp 1.4T 


Front 1250 4.7 1.4/4 103 250 8.4 


217 


8/10 


$42,800 Front 1380 6.6 1.8/4 132 250 6.8 228 8/10 


Ambition Sportback 7sp 1.8T 

IS 


Ambition Sedan 6sp S tronic 2.0DT $45,200 Ambition Sedan 6sp S tronic 1 .87 quattro $47,800 
Ambition Sportback 6sp S tronic 2.0DT $42,500 S3 Sportback 6sp man 2. 07 $59,900 S3 Sedan 6sp man 2.07 $62,200 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: VW Golf, BMW 1 Series, Alfa Giulietta 




Increasingly the default choice for reps who used to gravitate 
towards BMWs, this is probably the best mid-size sedan on sale. 


Sedan 4dr 8sp auto 1.87 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IGGkm ENGINE KW NM G-1GG MAX RATING 

$55,500 Front 1545 5.8 1.8/4 125 320 8.3 225 6/10 


S4 Sedan 4drS tronic 7sp3.0S $105,000 Four 1685 9.3 3.0/6 245 440 5.3 


8/10 


Best! RS4 Avant (wagon) 4.2i $149,900 Four 1795 10.7 4.2/8 


430 4.7 


8/10 


j Sedan man 6sp quattro 2.07 $63,000 Sedan S tronic 7sp quattro 2.0D7 $68,800 

Sedan S tronic 7sp quattro 3.0D7 $88,000 Avant S tronic 7sp q’tro 2.07 $68,800 Allroad S tronic 7sp q’tro 2.0D7 $69,900 


'JTncAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: BMW 3 Series, Mercedes C-Class 

An artful lesson in understatement, Audi’s A5 Coupe does desirable 
without the flash. Engines to suit most budgets and the RS5 to suit us. 



PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Sportback 5dr 8sp 1.87 


$68,200 Front 1455 5.8 1.8/4 125 320 8.2 


6/10 


Sportback 5dr 7sp 3.0SC 


$99,300 Four 1790 


8.1 


3.0/4 


Best! RS5 coupe 2dr 7sp 4.2i $156,400 Four 1715 10.5 4.2/8 


6.0 

4.5 


250 

250 


6/10 

8/10 


41 Sportback 2.07 quattro man/S tronic $75,400/$77,300 (cabrio $90,500) RS5 cabriolet $176,400 

Cabrio 3.07D $107,200 S5 coupe/cab $1 19,900/$1 29,900 Sportback 2.07D 7sp S tronic quattro $76,300 


Also try: BMW 3 Series Coupe, Mercedes CLK 


A very good exec that continues to keep the BMW 5 Series and Merc E- 
Class on their toes. It’s the safest choice, and that’s not always a bad thing. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

A6 Sedan 1.8TFSI 

$79,900 

Front 

1645 

5.7 

1.8/4 

140 

320 

7.9 

233 

7/10 

A6 Sedan 3.0 TDI quattro 

$99,900 

Four 

*1840 

5.1 

3.0/6 ' 

160 

' 500 

6.6 

' 244 

7/10 

A6 Sedan 3.0 TDI Biturbo 

$124,900 

Four 

1910 

6.1 

3.0/6 

235 

650 

5.0 

250 

7/10 

S6 Sedan 4.0 TFSI quattro 

$169,900 

Four 

1970 

9.4 

4.0/8 

331 

550 

4.4 

250 

7/10 

ANCAP Also try: BMW 5 Series, Jaguar XF, Mercedes E-Class, Lexus GS 




Audi’s niche busting continues. The A7 is basically an A8 with a hatch, so it 
drives safely, has nice engines and interiors, and has a slightly bigger boot. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW 


D-1DD MAX RATING 


A7 Sportback 3.0 TDI quattro 

$115,400 

Four 

1900 

5.2 

3.0/6 

160 

500 

6.8 

239 

8/10 

A7 Sportback 3.0 TDI Biturbo 

$144,900 

Four 

1970 

6.1 

3.0/6 

235 

650 

5.2 

250 

8/10 

S7 Sportback 4.0 TFSI quattro 

$179,900 

Four 

2030 

9.3 

4.0/8 

331 

550 

4.6 

250 

8/10 

Also try: BMW 7 Series, Lexus LS, Mercedes S-Class 


Two tonne, ludicrously powerful, autobahn bomber. This hot rod looks like a 
conservative limo ... but isn’t. The 4.2 turbo diesel is mad. and S8 is madder. 






PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Sedan SA 8sp quattro 3.0D7 

$195,000 

Four 

1955 

5.9 

3.0/6 

190 

580 

5.9 

250 

8/10 

Sedan SA 8sp quattro 4.2D7 

' $249,900 

Four 

2115 

7.4 

4.2/8 

283 

850 

4.7 

250 

8/10 

S8 sedan SA 8sp quattro 4.0T7 

$279,000 

Four 

2065 

9.6 

4.0/8 

382 

650 

4.1 

250 

8/10 


SI 


A8 Sedan SA 8sp quattro LWB 3.0D7 $206,900 


Also try: BMW 7 Series, Lexus LS, Mercedes S-Class 

r 



Audi’s newer, smaller SUV is perfect for the yummy mummy 
on the school run. Daddy will still want the Evoque, though... 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

7DI wagon 5dr quattro 2.0DT 

$47,500 

Four 

1645 

5.2 

2.0/4 

103 

320 

9.9 

202 

5/10 

7DI wagon 5dr quattro 2.0D7 

$55,000 

Four 

1660 

5.9 

2.0/4 

130 

380 

8.2 

212 

5/10 

Best! TFSI 5dr quattro 2.0T 

$56,500 

Four 

1640 

7.7 

2.0/4 

155 

300 

6.9 

230 

5/10 


7FSI wagon 5dr 1 .4 $42,300 7FSI 5dr wagon quattro 2.07 1 25kW $49,450 RS 2.57 $81 ,900 


ANCAP Also try: BMW XI, Evoque 



The reigning champ of Australian SUVs, and for good 
reason: good looks, great interior, and it drives well 
for good measure. Mazda’s on fire here. (Not literally.) 


Loses points for its stupid name, but above- 
average driving dynamiG and loads of standard 
kit mean this should be on your to-do list. 



IS The top-spec Trailhawk is a genuine off-roader, 
but the Longitude variant is still fairly capable 
as well as a worthy around-town SUV. 


Audi’s 'small’ SUV is only small because the Q7 is the size of sub-Saharan 
Africa. It’s small inside though, if that helps. Which it doesn’t. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

7FSI 5dr 7iptronic 8sp 2.0T 

$63,600 

Four 

1755 

7.9 

2.0/4 

165 

350 

7.1 

222 

5/10 

TDI SdrS tronic 7sp 2.0D7 

$62,600 

Four 

1770 

6.1 

2.0/4 

130 

380 

9.0 

200 

5/10 

TDI SdrS tronic 7sp3.0D7 

$76,100 

Four 

1660 

6.4 

3.0/6 

180 

500 

6.5 

225 

6/10 

1^ 7FSI wagon 5dr 7iptronic 7sp quattro 3.01 $75,000 1 

1 SQ5 7DI wagon 5dr 7iptronic 8sp quattro 3.0D77 $90,600 | 


’’anCAP Also try: Land Rover Freelander, Volvo XC60, BMW X3 


A car that addresses our socio-economic and environmental malaise 
by ignoring both completely. The Q7 is a bad idea, brilliantly executed. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

7FSI Sdr SA 8sp quattro 3.0SC 

$95,700 

Four 

2250 

10.7 

3.0/6 

245 

440 

6.9 

243 

6/10 

7DI Sdr SA 8sp quattro 3.0D7 

$90,500 

Four 

2300 

7.8 

3.0/6 

176 

550 

7.9 

216 

6/10 

TDI Sdr SA 8sp quattro 4.2DTT 

$129,300 

Four 

2440 

9.2 

4.2/8 

250 

800 

6.4 

242 

6/10 


The third generation is beautiful and fun with a brilliant interior. Not a 
hardcore sportscar, but doesn’t need to be - it’s just great to drive. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe man 6sp 2.0T 

$71,950 

Front 

1230 

5.9 

2.0/4 

169 

370 

6.0 

250 

8/10 

Coupe 2.0T S tronic 

$74,950 

Front 

1260 

6.3 

2.0/4 

169 

”370 

5.9 

250 

8/10 

Coupe 2.0T S tronic quattro 

$77,950 

Four 

1335 

6.4 

2.0/4 

169 

370 

5.3 

250 

8/10 



Also try: Porsche Boxster and Cayman, Mercedes SLK 


FOR MORE REVIEWS. ROAOTESTS. VIOEOS ANO FIRST ORIVES, GO TO TOPGEAR.GOM/AO 








BENTLEY 


The definitive posh tourer, and a masterclass in British style. 
Reputation tarnished somewhat by rappers and UK 'footballers’. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GT coupe SA 6sp 6.0TT 

$408,870 

Four 

2290 

16.6 

6 . 0/12 

423 

700 

4.6 

318 

9/10 

Flying Spur sedan SA 6sp 6.0TT 

$423,160 

Four 

2400 

14.7 

6 . 0/12 

460 

800 

4.6 


9/10 

Supersports convertible 6.0TT 

$531,630 

Four 

2485 

16.3 

6 . 0/12 

463 

800 

3.9 

- 

8/10 


GT S Coupe 4.0TT $405,600 GT Speed SA 6sp 6.0TT coupe/convertible $461 ,300/$507,400 
GT V8 4.0TT 8 sp coupe/ convertible $381,000/$419,100 GT Convertible 6.0TT $449,500 


Also try: Porsche Panamera, Aston Martin Rapide, Mercedes CL 


The superlative sedan makes a comeback from the T980s. Live out 
your Gordon Gekko fantasies, safe in the knowledge that greed is good. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Sedan SA 8 sp 6 . 8 TT 

$662,858 

Rear 

2600 

16.9 

6 . 8/8 

377 

1020 

5.3 

296 

8/10 


Also try: Porsche Panamera, Aston Martin Rapide, Mercedes CL 


BMW 


o 


1SEBIES 


Sticking doggedly with rear-wheel drive, BMW’s new 
^ Series is much better, but certainly no prettier. 






PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

1161 hatch SdrSASsp 1.6T $36,900 Rear 1290 

5.7 

1.6/4 

100 

220 

8.5 

210 

7/10 

Ml 35i hatch SdrS.OT $64,930 Rear 1520 

8.0 

3.0/6 

235 

450 

5.1 

250 

8/10 


18i $43,000 1 18d $43,000, 125i $48,000, M135i coupe/conv $64,930 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: VW Golf, Audi A3, Mercedes B-Class 


2SEBIES 


A new number for what used to be the 1 Series coupe. If you’re still 
in love with the old E36 3 Series, consider upgrading to the M235i. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


22 oi Coupe 

$51,000 

Rear 

1365 

6.0 

2.0/4 

135 

270 

7.0 

230 

8/10 

22 od Coupe 

$53,000 

Rear 

1390 

4.4 

3.0/6 

135 

380 

7.1 

230 

8/10 

|Best! M 235 i 

$79,930 

Rear 

1470 

7.6 

2.0/4 

240 

450 

4.8 

250 

8/10 


228i Coupe SA 8sp 2.0T $64,400, convertible models 


Also try: Audi A3, Mercedes CLA 


2 SERIES ACTIVE TOURER 


Good value, comfort and function, but it’s for badge wankers 
and those who’ve given up on life. Sorry. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

2 i 8 i sdr SA 6 sp 1 . 5 T 

$44,400 

Front 

1360 

5.2 

1.5/3 

100 

220 

9.2 

205 

7/10 

22 oi sdr SA 8 sp 2 . 0 T 

$50,900 

Front 

1430 

6.1 

2.0/4 

170 

350 

6.6 

240 

7/10 

Best! 2 i 8 d sdr SA 8 sp 2 . 0 DT 

$47,800 

Front 

1410 

4.2 

2.0/4 

110 

330 

8.9 

210 

8/10 


Also try: Audi A3, Mercedes CLA 


3 SERIES 


The benchmark small exec, available both as a small turbocharged four- 
pot four-door and reaper-baiting V8 uber-coupe. And stuff in between. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

316i sedan 4dr SA 8sp 1.6i 

$52,800 

Rear 

1385 

5.9 

1.6/4 

100 

220 

9.2 

210 

7/10 

328i sedan 4dr SA 8sp 2.0T 

$69,400 

Rear 

1455 

6.3 

2.0/4 

180 

350 

6.1 

250 

7/10 

Best! M3 Coupe man 6sp 4.0i 

$156,430 

Rear 

1580 

12.4 

4.0/8 

309 

400 

4.8 

250 

8/10 

^ 320i sedan/wagon, 323i sedan, 325i sedan/coupe/cab 

320d sedan/coupe/cab, 335i sedan/cab, 31 8d sedan/wagon, M3 cab, ActiveHybrid 3, 

328i wagon 





' Also try: Mercedes C-Class, Lexus IS, Audi A4 


4 SERIES 


A confident and clever smallish sedan/biggish coupe package. 
You really want the M4, though. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

420d Coupe SA 8sp 2.0DT 

$72,300 

Rear 

1465 

4.6 

2.0/4 

135 

380 

7.3 

232 

7/10 

428i Coupe SA 8sp 2.0T 

$81,000 

Rear 

- 

6.4 

2.0/4 

180 

350 

5.8 

- 

7/10 

435i Coupe SA 8sp 3.0T 

$108,530 

Rear 

1470 

7.4 

2 . 0/6 

225 

400 

5.1 

250 

7/10 

Convertible variants | 


Also try: Audi A5, Mercedes E-Class 


5 SERIES 


A return to form for the 5, with more easily digestible 
looks, a better ride and BMW’s stock-in-trade quality. 


520i sedan 4dr 2.0T 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 

$80,400 Rear 1610 6.2 2.0/4 


KW 

135 


0-100 MAX RATING 
7.9 223 6/10 


535d sedan 4dr 3.0DTT 
Best! M5 sedan 4.4TT 


$122,400 

$229,930 


1725 

1870 


5.6 

9.9 


3.0/6 

4.4/8 


230 

423 


630 

680 


5.5 

4.2 


250 

250 


7/10 

9/10 


_ 520d sedan/wagon $82,900/$9 1,400 528i sedan $97,900 520d/530d GT $94,400/$ 109,400 

5351 GT $1 1 7,930 5351 sedan/wagon $1 1 6,930/$ 1 22,930 5501 sedan $1 59,930 ActiveHybrid 5 $1 20,400 


UTanCAP Also try: Audi A6, Jaguar XF, Mercedes E-Class 


6 SERIES 


Fast, direct and super-techy, the 6 Series excels as a grand tourer, but 
those expecting visceral sports car thrills might want to look at the M3. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 

640i conv Steptronic 8sp 3.0TT $192,975 Rear 1840 7.9 3.0/6 235 450 5.5 250 7/10 

6501 conv Steptronic 8sp 4.4TT $246,975 Rear 1940 8.8 4.4/8 300 600 5.0 250 7/10 


Best! M6 Coupe 4.4TT 


$291,675 Rear 1850 9.9 4.4/8 412 680 4.2 250 7/10 


640i coupe $176,975 650i coupe $230,975 640i Gran Coupe $183,975 640d Gran Coupe $184,400 
M6 Convertible/Gran Coupe $307,675/$298,675 


Also try: Porsche 911, Maserati GranTurismo, Aston Vantage, Jaguar XKR 


7 SERIES 


Now a more attractive proposition than rival Merc S-Class 
or Audi A8, the 7 Series is phenomenally good. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Best! 730d sedan 4dr 3.0DT $206,200 Rear 


5.6 3.0/6 190 560 6.1 245 7/10 


750i sedan 4dr 4.4TT 

hS 


$282,930 Rear 1945 8.6 4.4/8 


650 5.2 250 7/10 


ActiveHybrid 7/7L Steptronic 8sp 3.0 $223,100/$238,100 740i/740Li 3.0TT $212,275/$227,275 
750Li $299,630 760Li Steptronic 8sp 6.0TT $391,175 


Also try: Lexus LS, Audi A8, Mercedes S-Class, Jaguar XJ 



Superbly re-styled with a folding hard top, the new Z4 is a more convincing 
alternative to the Porsche Boxster than before. Which isn’t saying much. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

sDrive20i roadster 2.0T $79,900 

Rear 

1420 

6.8 

2.0/4 

135 

270 

6.9 

235 

7/10 

sDrive28i roadster 2.0T $89,900 

Rear 

1420 

6.8 

2.0/4 

180 

350 

5.5 

250 

6/10 

Best! sDrive35is roadster 3.0TT $119,075 

Rear 

1525 

9.0 

3.0/6 

250 

450 

4.8 

250 

9/10 

Also try: Audi TT, Nissan 370Z, Porsche Boxster/Cayman 


A mock-SUV trading on its badge. Can’t go even slightly offroad (as we 
proved) . Cue much mirth at the staffer who drowned it in a small puddle.. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

sDrivel 8 d Sdr man 6sp2.0DT $46,300 

Rear 

1480 

4.9 

2.0/4 

105 

320 

9.6 

202 

6/10 

xDrive28i Sdr auto 6 sp 2.0T $59,900 

Four 

1580 

7.8 

2.0/4 

180 

350 

3.1 

205 

6/10 


xDrive20d wagon 5dr man 6sp 4x4 2.0DT $56,900 sDrive20i 5dr man 6sp 2.0T $48,300 


^ ANCAP Also try: Audi Q5, Land Rover Freelander, VW Tiguan, BMW X3 


Slightly too-pricey alternative to the Land Rover Freelander, but a cheap 
alternative to looking like a massive spanner in an X5. As you surely will. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW 




n D-1DD MAX RATING 


xDrive20i 5dr 2.0i 


$60,7 


Four 1705 7.5 2.0/4 135 270 8.6 210 6/10 


Best! xDrive30d 5dr 3.0DT 


$77,400 Four 1800 6.0 3.6/6 190 560 6.2 210 


6/10 


xDrive20d wagon 5dr Steptronic 8sp 2.0DT$64,400 xDrive 28i 5dr 3.0i $72,930 


ANCAP Also try: Audi Q5, Land Rover Freelander, VW Tiguan 


The 'Sports Activity Coupe’ (with four doors, mind) is still a pleasingly 
sporty drive. For an SUV... 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

xDrive 20i Sdr SA 6sp 2.0T 

$69,430 

Four 

1735 

7.2 

2.0/4 

135 

270 

8.1 

212 

7/10 

xDrive 3Si Sdr SA 6sp 3.0T 

$87,430 

Four 

1815 

8.3 

3.0/6 

225 

400 

5.5 

247 

8/10 

xDrive 30d Sdr SA 6sp 3.0DT 

$83,900 

Rear 

1820 

5.9 

3.0/6 

190 

560 

5.8 

234 

9/10 

1 xDriveZOd Sdr Steptronic 8sp 2.0DT $73,400 | 


Also try: Range Rover Evoque 


Second only to the Range Rover for utter road domination, 
second fiddle to Land Rover for off-road ability. 




PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM 0-100 MAX RATING 

xDrive30d Sdr 3.0DTT 

xDrive SOi Sdr 4.4TT 

$100,400 Four 2070 6.2 3.0/6 190 560 6.9 230 -/10 

$133,900 Four 2175 10.5 4.4/8 330 650 5.0 250 -/10 

XS M 

$185,900 Four 2275 11.1 4.4/8 423 750 4.2 250 8/10 

xDrive 35i 3.0 $106,930 sDrive/xDrive 25d 2.0DT $83,900/$88,900 xDrive 40d 30TDTT $1 16,400 xDrive 

|M50d $148,400 

■ ANCAP Also try: Range Rover, Porsche Cayenne, Mercedes ML, VW Touareg 
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BMW-FERRARI 


BMW teaches niche management TOT : a two-tonne 4WD coupe the size 
of an X5 but with less space inside, and the off-road ability of a Vespa. 



PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


xDrive35i 

$121,145 

Four 

2075 

10.1 

3.0/6 

225 

400 

6.7 

210 

7/10 

xDriveSOi 

$150,545 

Four 

2190 

12.5 

4.4/8 

300 

600 

5.4 

240 

7/10 

X6 M 

$194,700 

Four 

2265 

11.1 

4.4/8 

423 

750 

4.2 

250 

8/10 


xDriveSOd $111,045 XDrive40d $127,545 xDrive M50d $151,145 


Also try; Porsche Cayenne, Range Rover Sport 


113 



Practical, quirky, clever, great fun to drive, but not cheap. Before you order 
the Range Extender; there’s a very good chance the BEV is all you need... 

1 





PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

i 3 BEV (Battery Electric Vehicle) 

$63,900 

Rear 

1195 



125 

250 

7.2 

150 

8/10 

i 3 REX (Range Extender) 

$69,900 

Rear 

1315 

0.6 

.65/2 

125 

250 

7.9 

150 

8/10 


Technically brilliant, utterly eye-catching, hugely fun to drive to hard, quiet 
and well-mannered around town - the iS has everything. And costs it. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

is 

$299,000 

Four 

1485 

2.1 

1.5/3 

266 

570 

4.4 

250 

8/10 


Also try: Tesla Model S, Porsche 91 1 


CHRYSLER 


IMIMiWI 


An improvement over its less than amazing predecessor, 
but no better than offerings from Kia and Toyota. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

LX wagon auto 2.8DT 

$57,500 

Front 

2124 

8.4 

2.8/4 

120 

360 

6/10 

Limited wagon auto 2.8DT 

$77,500 

Front 

2124 

8.4 

2.8/4 

120 

360 

7/10 



Swaggering Yank tank is now slightly less gangster, but still a lot 
of car for the money... in every possible sense of the phrase. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

300 C 4dr 8sp 3.6i 

$49,000 

Rear 

1838 

9.4 

3.6/6 

210 

340 

7/10 

300 C Luxury 4dr 8sp 3.6i 

$54,000 

Rear 

1862 

9.7 

3.6/6 

210 

340 

7/10 

300 SRT8 4dr SA 5sp 6.4i 

$66,000 

Rear 

2012 

13.0 

6.4/8 

347 

631 5.0 

7/10 


^ Also try; BMW 5 Series, Mercedes E-Class 


CITROEN 


Charming Gallic looks, a new engine and a simplified line-up, it’s the 
hottish hatch for those who think the Mini Cooper S is too normal. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

DSport hatch 

$33,990 

Front 

1140 

5.6 

1.6/4 

121 

240 

7.5 

218 

8/10 

Cabrio 

$36,590 

Front 

1165 

5.6 

1.6/4 

115 

240 

7.5 

217 

8/10 


ANCAP Also try; Mini Cooper S, Alfa Romeo MiTo 



New big brother to the DS3, another leap 
forward for Citroen. ..When will this ever end? 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 


D-1DD MAX RATING 


DStyle 5dr SA 6sp T.6T 

$34,990 

Front 1284 

6.4 1.6/4 

115 240 9.9 

- 

8/10 

DSport 5dr man 6sp 1.6T 

$39,490 

Front 1316 

6.5 1.6/4 

147 275 8.5 

- 

8/10 


DStyle man 1.6T $31,990 DSport SA 1 .6T $37,490 DStyle 2.0DT $37,990 DSport 2.0DT $40,490 


ANCAP Also try; VW Golf, BMW 1 Series, Renault Clio 


1085 



The most avant-garde of all the DSs. The launch of the premium i 

mid-sized five-door hatch completes the local lineup. ' 


m 



The C3 is a bit average when compared to the Fiestas and Polos 
of this world. And now it’s been rogered from within by the DS3. 





PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Seduction 5dr SA 4sp 1.6i 

$22,990 

Front 

1135 

7 1.6/4 

88 

160 

4/10 

Seduction 5dr man 5sp 1.6DT 

$25,990 

Front 

1080 

3.6 

1.6/4 

68 

230 

4/10 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try; Ford Fiesta, Honda Jazz, VW Polo 


Getting long in the tooth and never really on a par with the benchmark rivals 
like the Ford Focus and VW Golf. Shame really, it was always a bit of a looker. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Attraction 5dr SA 4sp 1 .6i 

$22,990 

Front 

1270 

6.9 

1.6/4 

88 

160 

13.9 

6/10 

Seduction 5dr SA 6sp T.6DT 

$28,990 

Front 

1290 

4.4 

1.6/4 

82 

270 

11.3 

7/10 


ANCAP Also try; VW Golf, Ford Focus, Renault Megane 



The car Citroen made to take the fight to the Germans. 


, , M , ,, , g, V 

PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Exclusive sedan SA 6sp 2.0DT 

$45,190 

Front 

1658 

6.8 

2.0/4 

120 

340 

10 

6/10 


ANCAP Also try; Ford Mondeo, Mazda6 


GRAND G4 PICASSO 


A people-mover without the dull people-mover 




PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Picasso 7-seat SA 6sp 2.0 TDI 

$43,990 

Front 1440 

4.5 2.0/4 

110 

370 10.2 

207 

8/10 

ANCAP Also try: Honda Odyssey, contraception 



Named after the rubbish rock band? Probably not, but it wouldn’t be illogi- 
cal: old internals, indifferent style, and performers that are over the hill. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

SXT wagon 7st 5dr SA 6sp 3.6i 

$32,500 

Front 

1942 

10.3 

3.6/6 

206 

342 

11.6 

4/10 

R/T wagon 7st 5dr SA 6sp 3.6i 

$36,500 

Front 

1942 

10.3 

3.6/6 

206 

342 

11.6 

4/10 


'* Also try: Land Rover Freelander, Mitsubishi Outlander 


FERRARI 


CALIFORNIA T 


Much improved over the divisive non-turbo version, both in 
terms of performance and looks. A boulevardier with teeth. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Convertible 2dr 7sp 3.9T 

$409,888 

Rear 

1735 

10.5 

3.9/8 

412 

755 

3.6 

316 

8/10 


Also try: Maserati GranCabrio, Audi R8 Spyder, Porsche 91 1 Turbo Cabriolet 


488 GTB 


The 458’s successor has gone turbo, and takes off with the brutal thrust 
of a jet fighter on take off. $55k cheaper than the 458, too, if that helps. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe 2dr 7sp 3.9T 

$470,000 

Rear 

1475 

11.4 

3.9/8 

492 

760 

3.0 

330 

9/10 


Also try; Lamborghini Huracan, McLaren 650S 



A Ferrari grand tourer, but not as we know it. The first-ever 4WD Ferrari, 
and it’s a wagon. So, it’s the most practical 330km/h family car out there... 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

FF coupe DCT 7sp 6.3i 

$624,646 

Four 

2295 

15.4 

6.3/12 

485 

683 

3.7 

335 

9/10 


Also try: Aston Martin Rapide, Bentley Continental GT 



The FT 2 is bombastic, epic and howlingly fast. The fastest Ferrari road car 
ever - faster even than the Enzo - there’s nothing else remotely like it. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

DSport 5dr SA 6sp 1 .6T 

$48,990 

Front 

1420 

7.3 

1.6/4 

115 

240 

9.7 

202 

8/10 

FI 2 Berlinetta DCT 7sp 6.3i 

$690,745 

Rear 

1525 

15.1 

6.3/12 

545 

690 

3.1 

340 

9/10 


DSport hatchback 5dr SA 6sp 2.0DT $51 ,990 


^ Also try; VW Passat, Audi A4, BMW 3 Series, Honda_ Accord 


1^' Also try; Aston Martin DBS, Lamborghini Aventador 


FOR MORE REVIEWS. ROAOTESTS. VIOEOS ANO FIRST ORIVES, GO TO TOPGEAR.GOM/AO 






FIAT 


H 


Not quite the Sixties revival Fiat was angling for, but the 
500 is a refreshing alternative to Mini-shaped ubiquity. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Pop 3dr man 5sp 1.2i 

$17,000 

Front 

885 

5.1 

1.2/4 

51 

102 

12.9 

159 

6/10 

S 3dr man 6sp 1.4i 

$20,000 

Front 

952 

6.1 

1.4/4 

74 

131 

10.5 

182 

6/10 

Lounge 3dr auto 0.9i 

$23,000 

Front 

940 

3.9 

0.9/2 

63 

145 

11 

173 

6/10 

["iSl Pop auto $18,500, 

S auto $21 ,500, convertible variants 







ANCAP Also try; Mini, VW Polo, Citroen DS3 


IMWl 


Having five kids has exhausted your savings. So Fiat has designed the 
stimulus package you need in the form of the affordable Freemont. 



PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Base 5dr auto 6sp 2.4i 


$27,000 Front 1879 9.8 2.4/4 125 220 


180 


-/10 


Urban 5dr man 6sp 2.0D $33,000 Urban 5dr auto 6sp 2.4i $29,000 Lounge 5dr auto 6sp 2.4i $32,000 


ANCAP Also try: Holden Captiva 7, Kia Grand Carnival 


The Italians do great food, fashion and scenery to rival the 
rest of the world. Now they’ve built a car that does that, too. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Pop 5dr man 5sp 1.4i 

$15,900 

Front 

1024 

5.7 

1.4/4 

57 

115 

13.2 

165 

7/10 

Easy 5dr SA 5sp 1.4i 

$19,300 

Front 

- 

5.4 

1.4/4 

57 

115 

13.2 

165 

7/10 

Lounge 5dr SA 5sp 1.4i 

$21,800 

Front 

- 

5.4 

1.4/4 

57 

115 

13.2 

165 

7/10 



Cute and cuddly, just like the beast itself. 
Also slow and snoozy like the animal, too. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 


NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Pop 5dr man 5sp 1.2i 


$16,500 Front 950 5.2 1.2/4 51 102 


7/10 


Easy 5dr man 5sp 0.9i 


$19,000 Front 985 4.2 0.9/2 63 145 


7/10 


Trekking 5dr man 5sp 1 .3DT 


$24,000 Front 1040 4.2 1.3/4 55 190 


7/10 


Easy 5sp auto 0.9i $20,500 Lounge 5sp auto 0.9 $22,500 


Also try: Skoda Fabia, Holden Cruze, Mazda3 



One of the more striking hatchbacks on sale and blessed with a superb 
chassis. Pace-setter or pacemaker, there’s something for everyone here. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Ambiente 5dr man 5sp l.Si 

$15,825 

Front 

1194 

5.8 

1.5/4 

82 

140 

- 

- 

8/10 

Trend 5dr man 5sp l.Si 

$17,825 

Front 

1221 

5.8 

1.5/4 

82 

140 

- 

- 

8/10 

Sport 5dr man 5sp l.OT 

$20,525 

Front 

1248 

4.9 

1.0/3 

92 

170 

- 

- 

-/10 

ST 3dr man 6sp 1.6T 

$25,990 

Front 

1197 

6.2 

1.6/4 

134 

240 

6.9 

220 

8/10 

[ il Automatic n 

nodels +$2000 












ANCAP Also try: Citroen C3, Honda Jazz, Nissan Micra, Mini, Fiat 500 



Yet another player to join the recent tail-hatch invasion. Not quick, 
but the three-cylinder EcoBoost is a sweet, revvy little unit. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Titanium man 5sp l.OT 


$25,790 Front 1280 5.7 1.0/3 92 170 


7/10 


Titanium SA 6sp 1.5i 


$27,990 Front 1289 6.5 1.5/4 82 140 


7/10 


Ambiente 1.5i $20,790 Trend I.Oi $22,290 Trend 1.5i $24,290 


^Also try: Holden Trax, Peugeot 2008, Nissan Juke 


Ford’s kicked a winner here: dynamics are class-leading, performance 
is strong, and value-for-money is hard to beat. The new benchmark. 



PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Ambiente 2.0 Ecoboost $32,790 Front 1605 8.2 

2.0/4 

149 

345 

9/10 

Trend 2.0 TDCi $40,490 Front 1683 5.1 

2.0/4 

132 

400 

9/10 

Titanium 2.0 Ecoboost $46,990 Front 1690 8.2 

2.0/4 

177 

345 

9/10 

N Ambiente 2.0 TDCi $36,790; Trend 2.0 EcoBoost $37,290; Titanium 2.0 TDCi $47,490; 

Ambiente Wagon 2.0 EcoBoost $34,640; Ambiente Wagon 2.0 TDCi $38,640; Trend Wagon 2.0 TDCi $42,340; 

Titanium Wagon 2.0 TDCi $49,340 








The new Focus will win favour worldwide, but 
is it a little too grown-up and homogenised? 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 


D-1DD MAX RATING 


Ambiente hatch 5dr 1.6i 


$20,290 Front 1311 6.2 1.6/4 


92 


159 


6/10 


Sport hatch 5dr 2.0i 


!5,890 Front 1317 7.1 2.0/4 125 202 


7/10 


Best! ST hatch 5dr 6sp man 2.0T $38,990 Front 1464 7.3 2.0/4 184 360 6.5 


_ Trend hatchback 2.0i/2.0DT $22,290/$28,090 Sport TDCi hatchback 2.0DT $31,690 

Titanium hatchback 2.0i/2.0DT $32,900/$36,490 Sedan variants (Powershift only) 


8/10 


^ ANCAP YVlVlVYVYV Also try: VW Golf, Renault Megane 



Ford’s best medium SUV yet looks good and goes good 
but faces some serious competition in a tough segment. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 


D-1DD MAX RATING 


Ambiente 5dr man 6sp 1.6T 


$27,990 Front 


1.6/4 


7/10 


Trend 5dr 6spSA 1.6T 


$36,240 Four 


8.0 1.6/4 134 240 


7/10 


Titanium 5dr 6sp SA 2.0DT 


$47,740 Four 


6.4 2.0/4 120 340 


7/10 


Trend 5dr 6sp SA 2.0DT $39,240 Titanium 5dr 6sp SA 1 .6T $44,740 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: VW Tiguan, Mazda CX-5, Honda CR-V 


Alas, now officially an endangered species, due for extinction in 201 6. Buy 
one soon or miss out forever. And then buy a second one for spare parts... 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

XT ecoboost sedan 4dr 2.0i 

$37,235 

Rear 

1704 

8.1 

2.0/4 

179 

353 

7/10 

Best! XR6 Turbo sedan 4.0T 

$46,235 

Rear 

1726 

12 

4.0/6 

270 

533 

7/10 

G6E Turbo 4dr SA 6sp 4.0T 

$56,235 

Rear 

1745 

11.7 

4.0/6 

270 

533 

7/10 


a XR6 sedan 4.0i $39,990 G6 sedan 4.0i $40,835 G6E sedan 4.0i $46,735 

utility 4.0i $27,990 XR6 utility 4.0i $35,190 XR6 Turbo utility 4.0 $39,190 


ANCAP Also try: Holden Commodore, Toyota Aurion, Chrysler 300C 


TERRITORY 


So popular it caused the demise of the venerable (if ugly) Falcon 
wagon. A bit of a truck, but not as rolly-poly as you might think. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

TX wagon 5dr SA 6sp 4.0i 

$39,990 

Rear 

1967 

10.6 

4.0/6 

195 

391 

7/10 

TS wagon Sdr SA 6sp 4.0i 

$47,740 

Rear 

1976 

10.6 

4.0/6 

195 

391 

7/10 

Titanium Sdr SA 6sp 2.7DT 

$58,060 

Rear 

2011 

8.8 

2.7/6 

140 

440 

8/10 


Titanium SA 6sp 4.0i $54,990 TX SA 6sp 2.7DT $43,240 TS SA 6sp 2.7DT $50,990 
Titanium SA 6sp 2.7DT $58,060 TX SA 6sp 4WD 2.7DT $48,240 TS SA 6sp 4WD 2.7DT $55,990 


ll ^ ANCAP Also try: Mitsubishi Outlander, Nissan Murano, Toyota Kluger 



Another party in the hotly-contested manly utility 
war that we lost interest in about three meat pies ago. 


PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

XL dual cab 4dr man Ssp 2.Si $30,240 

Rear 1789 10.4 2.5/4 

122 

225 

5/10 

XLT dual cab 4dr man 6sp 3.2DT $53,990 

Four 2159 9.4 3.2/5 

147 

470 

5/10 

I ^ XL Hi-Rider super cab/ dual cab 2.2DT $33,240/$35,990 XL pick-i 

1 XL dual cab/pick-up hi-rider man 6sp 2.2DT $35,990/$34,990 XLS 4x4 $48,090 

ip man 6sp 2.2DT $24,740 


ANCAP Also try: Amarok, HiLux, BT-50, Colorado, D-Max, Triton, 

, Navara 




r 


FPV 


Entry-level FPV that is far from entry-level spec. Great performance 
and, for the price, a real winner. Brakes aren’t as good as the GT though. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Sedan 4dr man 6sp 5.0S 


$57,870 Rear 1840 13.6 5.0/8 315 545 5.2 


7/10 


Utility 2dr man 6sp 5. OS 


$52,990 Rear 1789 14.7 5.0/8 315 545 5.2 


7/10 



It’s here: the last car that will ever wear the FPV badge. A good 
final effort, but still not as powerful or fast as the HSV GTS. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Sedan 4dr man 6sp S.OS 

$77,990 

Rear 

1840 

13.7 

5.0/8 

351 

570 

4.6 

8/10 


Also try: HSV Clubsport/ GTS 
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FIAT-FPV 










FPV-HOLDEN 



GT 


A trifecta of blokey muscle. Pick the GT if you’re skint, the GT-E 
if you’re 'demure’, and the GT-P if you think NASCAR is too subtle. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

GT sedan 4dr man 6sp 5. OS 

$70,790 

Rear 

1837 

14.2 

5.0/8 

335 

570 

4.9 

7/10 

GT RSPEC sedan man 6sp 5.0S 

$76,990 

Rear 

1844 

13.6 

5.0/8 

335 

570 

4.5 

7/10 

GT-P sedan 4dr man 6sp 5. OS 

$82,040 

Rear 

1845 

14.2 

5.0/8 

335 

570 

4.9 

7/10 


GT-E sedan 4dr man 6sp 5.0S $82,490 


Also try; HSV Senator, E 63 AMG, Chrysler 300C SRT-8 


FPV’s original force-fed super sedan doesn’t 
give anything away to big brother GT. 


P R ICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW 

Sedan 4dr man 6sp 4.0T $64,390 Rear 1771 12.3 4.0/6 310 

E sedan 4dr SA 6sp 4.0T $76,440 Rear 1778 12.1 4.0/6 310 

• Also try; HSV Clubsport / GTS 


F6UTE 


The quickest way we can think of to get your King Gees and thermos 
to work and back again. Not as composed as the sedan though. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW 

Utility 2dr man 6sp 4.0T $55,990 Rear 1755 12.8 4.0/6 310 

Also try; HSV Maloo, a jet-powered Mighty Boy 


NM 0-100 MAX HATING 

565 5.0 - 7/10 


565 5.0 - 7/10 



NM 0-100 MAX RATING 


565 5.1 - 6/10 



GREAT WALL G) 


V SERIES 


A basic workhorse for those on a budget. Not even close to a compelling 
drive, but there’s something to be said for a ute this cheap. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 

Single cab tray 2dr man 5sp 2. 4i $18,990 Rear - - 2.4/4 100 200 - - 3/10 

S’ cab tray 2dr man 6sp 2.0DT $23,990 Four 1707 8.3 2.0/4 105 310 - - 3/10 

Super Luxury 4dr man 5sp 2.4i $25,990 Rear 2770 10.7 2.4/4 100 200 - - 4/10 


Super Luxury dual cab 4dr man 6sp 2.0DT $27,990 Single cab tray 2dr man 5 sp 2.4 I 4wd $21 ,990 


ANCAP Also try; Toyota Hilux, Mitsubishi Triton, Holden Colorado 


X SERIES 


Affordable 4WD wagon that isn’t any uglier than any other SUV. 
It’s not a particularly good off-roader, but how many are? 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


X240 5dr man 5sp 2.4i $23,990 Four 1830 

10.4 2.4/4 100 200 

4/10 

Best! X200 5dr man 6sp 2.0DT $27,990 Four 1890 

7.6 2.0/4 105 310 

4/10 

ANCAP Also try; A second-hand Outlander 





Dear Car Clinic 

How good is the Fiesta ST, really? I’ve decided I need a little hot 
hatch in my life, and I’m torn between the Fiesta, which everyone 
seems to love, and the Polo GTI. Which one’s better? 

JENSEN STEWART, NARARA 


HDLDEN 


Not what you’d call a great car. The Daewoo-based Barina 
is a sore departure from the Opel-sourced models. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW 



CD Hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.6i 


$15,390 Front 1193 6.8 1.6/4 


4/10 


Spark CD hatch 5dr 1.2i 


$12,490 Front 967 5.6 1.2/4 


5/10 


$21,3 


RS hatch 5dr man 6sp 1.4i 

E 

; ' ANCAP Also try; VW Poio, Toyota Yaris, Nissan Micra 


Front 1249 6.5 1.4/4 103 200 


5/10 


CD Sdn man 5sp 1 .6i $1 5,890 CDX Hatch 5dr SA 6sp 1 .6i $20,090 CDX Sedan 5dr SA 6sp 1 .6i $20,590 



Updated model gets a new front and some new tech. Not bad for 
the money, but outclassed by its European and Japanese rivals. 


PRICE 


DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Equipe sedan 4dr man 5sp 1.8i $19,890 Front 1380 7.0 1.8/4 104 176 


6/10 


Equipe sedan 4dr SA 6sp 1.6T $22,090 Front 1402 6.4 1.6/4 104 176 


7/10 


SRi sdn4drSA 6sp 1.6T 


$25,340 Front 1479 5.6 1.6/4 132 230 


6/10 


Equipe hatch 5sp n 


ANCAP AIso try; BMW 5 Series, Jaguar XF, Mercedes E-Ciass, Lexus GS 



Updated AWD Euro mid-sizer that’s well-specced inside, but ten grand 
more than the similar Subaru Liberty 3.6R. A good car, but a niche one. 


$51,990 


DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 


D-1DD MAX RATING 


11.3 2.8/6 239 435 6.5 


8/10 


^ Also try; Subaru Liberty 3.6R, Mercedes A250 Sport, Audi A4 1 .8T 


The ST is damn good. It was TG’s Car of The Year in 201 3, and 
while it might look a little outgunned on paper next to the Polo 
GTI, you need to experience the fun factor of driving the little 
devil: it is genuinely built for real-world hilarity, and makes almost 
every drive down the shops a giggling hoot. On the other hand, 
the Polo is more day-to-day practical (five doors, vs three in the 
Fiesta), and the Ford’s interior is, um, basic. And the hot Polo is 
still a cheeky blast to drive, so it’s no compromise measure. 



FOR MORE REVIEWS. ROAOTESTS. VIOEOS ANO FIRST ORIVES, GO TO TOPGEAR.GOM/AO 










The new VF really is a Very Good Car. If there’s any justice in the world, it’ll 
sell like hotcakes. But will Australians still buy locally made family cars? 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIDHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENDINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX RATING 

Evoke SA 6sp 3.0i 

$35,490 

Rear 

1622 

8.3 

3.0/6 

185 

290 

- 

8/10 

SV6 man 6sp 3.6i 

$36,790 

Rear 

1688 

9.0 

3.6/6 

210 

350 

- 

8/10 

SS man 6sp 6.0i 

$42,990 

Rear 

1729 

11.5 

6.0/8 

270 

530 

- 

8/10 

SS-V Redline man 6sp 6.0i 

$52,490 

Rear 

1766 

11.8 

6.0/8 

270 

530 

- 

9/10 

Calais VV8 SA 6sp 6.0i 

$53,990 

Rear 

1778 

11.7 

6.0/8 

260 

517 

- 

8/10 

Si Calais SA 6sp 3.6i $40,790 Calais V V6 SA 6sp 3.6i $47,990 SS-V man 6sp 6.0i $46,490 I 

Sportswagon body style + $2000 (Auto only available) Auto transmission + $2200 Ute variants | 

ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try; Ford Falcon, Chrysler 300C ’ 











New mid-size four-cylinder sedan is actually based on its GM namesake. 
So you’ve got our permission to stick Chevy badges on it. 

1 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIDHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENDINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX RATING 

CD 4dr SA 6sp 2.4i 

$28,990 

Front 

1583 

8.0 

2.4/4 

123 

225 

- 

8/10 

CD4dr SA 6sp 2.0DT 

$32,890 

Front 

1659 

6.4 

2.0/4 

117 

350 

- 

8/10 

CDX 4dr SA 6sp 2.4i 

$32,390 

Front 

1610 

8.0 

2.4/4 

123 

225 

- 

8/10 

CDX 4dr SA 6sp 2.0DT 

$36,390 

Front 

1684 

6.5 

2.0/4 

117 

350 

- 

8/10 


ANCAP Also try ; Hyundai i40, Ford Mondeo, Toyota Camry, Mazda6 

Like a Commodore, only longer. It’s the car of choice for hire-car 
drivers all over the country. Mixing it wth the Euros, now. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

Caprice 3.6L LPG V6 

$59,490 

Rear 

1816 

12.1 

3.6/6 

180 

320 

7/10 

Caprice V Gen IV V8 

$60,490 

Rear 

1851 

11.7 

6.0/8 

260 

517 

7/10 


ANCAP Also try; BMW 5 Series, Mercedes E-Class, FPV GT E, Audi A6 

Where the Adventra failed, the Daewoo-sourced Captiva succeeds. If the 
Adventra was cheaper and taller, it probably would have succeeded... 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

5 LT wagon 5dr man 6sp 2.4i 

$26,490 

Front 

1732 

9.7 

2.4/4 

123 

230 - 

6/10 

7 LT wagon 5dr SA 6sp 3.0i 

$36,490 

Four 

1764 

11.3 

3.0/6 

190 

288 

6/10 

7 LTZ wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT 

$41,490 

Four 

- 

8.3 

2.2/4 

135 

400 

6/10 


7 LS wagon 2.4i/2.2DT $30,490/$33,490 7 LT wagon 2.2DT $37,490 
5 LT wagon 4WD 2.2DT $32,690 7 LTZ wagon 3.0i $40,490 5 LTZ wagon 2WD/4WD 2.4i/2.2DT $31,690/$35,690 


ANCAP Also try; Kia Sportage, Toyota RAV4, Mitsubishi Outlander 


The latest version of Holden’s rugged tradie 
is bigger and more powerful than ever before. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

LX dual cab 2WD man 5sp 2.8DT 

$34,390 

Rear 

1917 

7.8 

2.5/4 

132 

440 

4/10 

LT dual cab man 5sp 4x4 2.8DT 

$45,990 

Four 

2007 

7.9 

2.8/4 

132 

440 

4/10 

LT-Z dual cab 4dr SA 6sp 2.8DT 

$52,790 

Four 

2053 

9.1 

2.8/4 

132 

470 

5/10 

1^ 2WD/4WD single cab models. 

2WD/4WD Space cab r 

nodels. 

7-seat models 




ANCAP Also try; Toyota HiLux, Mitsubishi Triton 


Ticks most boxes for its target market of toddler-hauling 
mums: and whoever pays the bills will be loving the price. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

LS 5dr man 5sp 1.8i 

$23,990 

Front 

1356 

7.0 

1.8/4 

103 

175 

7/10 

LTZ 5dr SA 6sp 1.8i 

$28,490 

Front 

1371 

7.6 

1.8/4 

103 

175 

7/10 

LTZ SdrSA 6sp 1.4i 

$29,990 

Front 

1421 

6.9 

1.4/4 

103 

200 

7/10 


ANCAP Also t^ Nissan Juke, Ford EcoSport 


Holden’s new plug-in petrol-electric hatch is the first of its kind to 
grace Aussie roads. Easy to live with and doesn’t give you range anxiety. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Hatchback 5dr auto 1.4i 

$59,990 

Front 

1721 

1.2 

1.4/4 

111 

370 

9.0 

160 

8/10 


ANCAP Also try; Honda CR-Z, Civic hybrid 




The VXR is a cracker, while the GTC lacks grunt. All are good looking 
and practical offerings made more attractive by competitive pricing. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GTC 6sp manual i.6i 

$26,990 

Front 

1485 

6.9 

1.6/4 

147 

280 



6/10 

GTC auto i.6i 

$29,190 

Front 

1495 

7.5 

1.6/4 

125 

260 



6/10 

GTC Sport 6sp manual i.6i 

$29,990 

Front 

1493 

6.9 

1.6/4 

147 

280 



6/10 

GTC Sport auto i.6i 

$32,190 

Front 

1503 

7.5 

1.6/4 

125 

260 



6/10 

VXR 6sp manual 2 .oi 

$39,990 

Front 

1543 

8.0 

2.0/4 

206 

400 

6.0 

230 

8/10 


H8V 




fM 


The most eagerly awaited HSV range ever has arrived, 
including the star of the show - the monstrous GTS. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX RATING 

Clubsport man 6sp 6.2i 

$63,190 

Rear 

1705 

12.6 

6.2/8 

317 

550 

n/a 

8/10 

Maloo R8 man 6sp 6.2i 

$68,290 

Rear 

1737 

12.6 

6.2/8 

325 

550 

n/a 

7/10 

Grange man 6sp 6.2i 

$85,990 

Rear 

1788 

12.6 

6.2/8 

340 

570 

n/a 

7/10 

GTS man 6sp 6.2S 

$96,990 

Rear 

1881 

15.3 

6.2/8 

430 

740 

n/a 

8/10 

1 ^ Maloo $58,990 Clubsport R8 sedan/wagon 6.2i $73,490/$74,490 

1 Senator Signature $83,990 

Also try; Something from the FPV stables, 300 SRT8 






■ S3 


HONDA 


Individual and ingenious, the Jazz deserves to 
be bought by more people under 90 than it is. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

VTi hatch 5dr man 5sp l.Si $14,990 

Front 

1048 

6.2 

1.5/4 

88 

145 

6/10 

VTi-S hatch 5dr auto CVT 1 .5i $19,790 

Front 

1120 

5.8 

1.5/4 

88 

145 

6/10 

VTi-L hatch 5dr auto CVT 1 .5i $22,490 

Front 

1130 

5.8 

1.5/4 

88 

145 

6/10 

1 Hybrid hatch 5dr 1 .3i CVT $22,990 | 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try; Kia Soul, VW Polo, Ford Fiesta 

M 


Recently facelifted Civic remains competent and comfortable without 
ever being outstanding in any way. Bring on the Type R, we say. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

Vi sedan man 5sp l.Si 

$18,490 

Front 

1205 

6.8 

1.8/4 

104 

174 

6/10 

VTi-L sedan SA 5sp l.Si 

$26,290 

Front 

1205 

6.8 

1.8/4 

104 

174 

6/10 

VTi-S hatch 6sp man l.Si 

$21,650 

Front 

1265 

6.4 

1.8/4 

104 

174 

6/10 


VTi-S sedan 4dr SA 5sp 1 .8i $23,290 Sport sedan 4dr SA 5sp 2.0i $30,290 Hatch variants 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try; Ford Focus, Renault Megane, VW Golf 

rii»iriii!iij^ii!ii: 



Better than its badge will ever allow you to believe, the Accord 
Euro is a secret assassin of the Audi A4 and its Germanic ilk. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Sedan 4dr man 6sp 2.4i 

$30,340 

Front 

1525 

8.7 

2.4/4 

148 

234 

8/10 

Luxury sedan 4dr man 6sp 2.4i 

$37,840 

Front 

1570 

8.7 

2.4/4 

148 

234 

7/10 


I^ANCAP Also try: F ord Mondeo, Mazda6, Subaru Liberty 

W1 


Slightly more spacious, softer version of the Accord Euro. 
We’re fairly sure it’s one for the RSL carpark. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

VTi sedan SA 5sp 2.4i 

$31,490 

Front 

1510 

7.9 

2.4/4 

129 

225 

6/10 

VTi-L sedan SA 5sp 2.4i 

$41,490 

Front 

1572 

8.1 

2.4/4 

129 

225 

6/10 

V6L sedan SA 6sp 3.5i 

$51,990 

Front 

1667 

9.2 

3.5/6 

206 

339 

6/10 

1^ VTi-S sedan 4drSA5sp2.4i $33,990 | 


ANCAP Also try; Ford Mondeo, Mazda6, Toyota Aurion 


Less pedestrian than the original and hugely popular soft roader with 
predictably hard to fault execution. Do you really need an SUV though? 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

VTi 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 2WD 

$27,490 

Front 

1460 

7.8 

2.0/4 

114 

190 

6/10 

VTi-S 5dr SA 5sp 2.4i 

$36,290 

Four 

1580 

8.8 

2.4/4 

140 

222 

6/10 

VTi-L 5dr SA 5sp 2.4i 

$42,290 

Four 

1580 

8.7 

2.4/4 

140 

222 

6/10 

VTi SdrSA 5sp2.4iAWD $32,790 Diesel models | 


^ANCAP Also try; Land Rover Freelander, Nissan X-Trail, Hyundai ix35 


A car definitely named after its purpose, the 
City is fun and functional motoring on a budget. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

VTi sedan man 5sp l.Si 

$15,990 

Front 

1082 

5.8 

1.5/4 

88 

145 

6/10 

VTi-L sedan auto CVT l.Si 

$21,390 

Front 

1103 

5.7 

1.5/4 

88 

145 

6/10 


S ‘ ANCAP 


Also try; Ford Fiesta, Mazda2, Nissan Micra 


n 


^"aIso try; VW Polo GTI 
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HOLDEN-HONDA 








NDA-ISUZU 


as the Jazz, this compact SUV is pretty good and competitvely priced. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

VTi 5dr CVT 1.8i 

$24,990 

Front 

1328 

6.6 

1.8/4 

105 

172 

-/10 

VTi-L 5dr CVT 1.8i 

$32,990 

Front 

1366 

6.9 

1.8/4 

105 

172 

-/10 


ELANTRA 


The first of the progressive Hyundai sedans 
works as a family hauler, but not much else. 


VTi-S 5dr CVT 1 .8i $27,990; VTi-L ADAS 5dr CVT 1 .8i $33,990 


mm 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Active sedan 4dr man 6sp 1.8i 

$20,990 

Front 

1277 

6.6 

2.0/4 

110 

178 

- 

5/10 

Elite sedan 4dr SA 6sp 1 .8i 

$26,840 

Front 

1277 

6.6 

1.7/4 

110 

178 

- 

5/10 

Premium sedan 4dr SA 6sp 1.8i 

$30,490 

Front 

1289 

7.1 

1.7/4 

110 

178 


6/10 



Probably your only choice for a well made, 
affordable and not-hideously ugly people mover. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

VTi 5dr SA 5sp auto CVT 2.4i 

$37,610 

Front 

1776 

7.6 

2.4/4 

129 

225 

6/10 

VTi-L 5dr auto CVT 2.4i 

$46,040 

Front 

1819 

7.8 

2.4/4 

129 

225 

6/10 


ANCAP Also try; Ford Focus sedan, VW Jetta, Subaru Impreza 

Hyundai shoots straight for the top with the Genesis. Big, 
comfy, quiet, stacked with kit... it’s worth having a look at. 



[ ANCAP Also try; Toyota Tarago, Kia Grand Carnival 


Honda’s attempt at making a fun-to-drive hybrid. It may be 
better than an Insight, but it’s still no bona fide sports car. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Genesis sedan SA 8sp 3.8i 

$60,000 

Rear 

1890 

11.2 

3.8/6 

232 

397 

6.5 

240 

7/10 

Sensory sedan SA 8sp 3.8i 

$71,000 

Rear 

1890 

11.2 

3.8/6 

232 

397 

6.5 

240 

7/10 

Ultimate sedan SA 8sp 3.8i 

$82,000 

Rear 

1890 ' 

11.2 

3.8/6 

232 

397 

6.5 

240 

7/10 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Coupe 3dr man 6sp l.Si 

$38,490 

Front 

1155 

5.3 

1.5/4 

100 

190 

9.7 

6/10 

Coupe 3dr CVT 1.5i 

$40,790 

Front 

1155 

5.3 

1.5/4 

100 

190 

9.7 

6/10 


ANCAP Also try; Chrysler 300, Holden Commodore 


Not so long ago, a Hyundai would be as dull as its driver. The stylish i40 
changes that, and gives the Japanese/Euro status quo a boot up the backside. 


VS 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try; VW Scirocco/Polo GTI, Mini Cooper 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX RATING 

Active wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.0i 

$33,990 

Front 

1574 

6.8 

2.0/4 

130 

213 

7/10 

Elite wagon 5dr SA 6sp 1.7DT 

$41,590 

Front 

1659 

6.0 

1.7/4 

100 

330 

7/10 

Premium wagon 5dr SA 6sp 1 .7DT 

$47,590 

Front 

1659 

6.0 

1.7/4 

100 

330 

7/10 

Active wagon 1.7DT $36,590 Elite wagon 2.0i $38,990 Premiur 

n wagon 

2.0i $44,990, Sedan variants | 


Hyundai’s replacement for the best-selling ix35 is bigger and more 
expensive. Sounds risky? They might actually be onto something... 


ANCAP Also try; Ford Mondeo, Citroen C5, Honda Accord 

A big ol’ van with some windows and eight seats. 

Perfect for school run duty, or IVF junkies. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Active X 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

"”130,490 

Front 

1470 

7.8 

2.0/4 

122 

197 

7/10 

Elite 5dr DCT 7sp 1.6T 

$38,240 

All 

1575 

7.7 

1.6/4 

130 

227 

7/10 

Highlander 5dr SA 6sp 2.0i 

$45,490 

All 

1622 

6.4 

2.0/4 

136 

400 

8/10 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

SLX 5dr auto 4sp 2.4i 

$38,290 

Rear 

2128 

10.6 

2.4/4 

129 

228 

5/10 

SLXSdrman 6sp 2.5DT 

$41,490 

Rear 

2249 

8.1 

2.5/4 

100 

343 

5/10 


J Active X 6sp auto $32,990; Elite 6sp auto 2.0L $35,240; Highlander 7sp DCT 1 .6T $43,490; entry level 

Active models to come 


ANCAP Also try; Birth control 


VELOSTER 


Also try; Mazda CX-5 

An interesting so-called replacement for the Getz which can be 
bought for peanuts and feels surprisingly well glued together. 


A quirky coupe/hatch thingy that drives with a modicum of talent. 
Turbo version now, too. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Active hatch 3dr man 5sp 1.4i 

$15,590 

Front 

1117 

6 

1.4/4 

73 

136 

5/10 

Elite hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.6i 

$17,590 

Front 

1119 

6.1 

1.6/4 

91 

156 

5/10 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Veloster 4dr man 6sp 1.6i 

$24,490 

Front 

1180 

6.4 

1.6/4 

103 

167 

- 

7/10 

Veloster + 4dr man 6sp 1 .6i 

$29,490 

Front 

1230 

6.4 

1.6/4 

103 

167 

- 

7/10 

Best! SR Turbo+ 4dr man 6sp 1 .6T $32,990 

Front 

1307 

6.6 

1.6/4 

150 

265 

- 

7/10 


Also try; Mini Clubman, BMW 1 1 6i 


Active hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.4i $16,490 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try; Honda Jazz, Ford Fiesta, VW Polo 


ISUZUD-MAX 




Hyundai’s catching up in the design stakes and it’s already there in perceived 
quality and handling stakes with the new i30. Well done, Hyundai. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Active hatch 5dr man 6sp 1.8i 

" $20,990 

Front 

1329 

6.9 

1.8/4 

110 

178 


5/10 

Elite hatch 5dr man 6sp 1.6DT 

$27,190 

Front 

1388 

4.5 

1.6/4 

94 

260 

- 

6/10 

SR 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$27,990 

Front 

1258 

7.2 

2.0/4 

129 

209 

7.7 

7/10 


^ Active hatchback man 6sp 1 .6DT $23,590 Elite hatchback man 6sp 1 .8i $24,590 Premium 1 .6DT $33,090 

Premium hatchback SA 6sp 1 .8i $30,490 Tourer wagon variants 


a look. Less pressure to have a Southern Cross sticker on the back, too. 



PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX RATING 

SX cab chassis 4dr man 5sp 3.0DT $27,400 

Rear 1820 

8.0 3.0/4 

130 

380 

5/10 

LS crew ute 4dr man 5sp 3.0DT $38,800 

Rear 1835 

8.3 3.0/4 

130 

380 

5/10 

LS-U crew ute 4dr man 5sp 3.0DT $46,100 

Four 1935 

8.3 3.0/4 

130 

380 

6/10 


ANCAP Also try; Ford Focus, Renault Megane, VW Golf 


SANTA FE 


Hugely popular and not-that-bad super soft SUV that has benefited 
from a more Eurocentric facelift. Should the Japanese start worrying? 




LS-U space cab ute 4x4 $44,000 SX crew ute 4x4 $42,800 LS-M cr 


ANCAP AIso try; Toyota HiLux, Mitsubishi Triton, Holden Colorado 



Seven-seat mud stomper based off the D-MAX. 

Handy if the school run goes via the Canning Stock Route. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Active 5dr SA 6sp 2.4i 

$38,490 

Four 

1884 

9.0 

2.4/4 

141 

242 

6/10 

LS-M 4x2 SA 5sp 3.0TD 

$40,500 

Rear 

1900 

8.2 

3.0/4 

130 

380 


6/10 

Elite 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT 

$48,490 

Four 

1912 

7.3 

2.2/4 

145 

436 

6/10 

LS-M 4x4 SA 5sp 3.0TD 

$47,800 

Four 

2000 

8.4 

3.0/4 

130 

380 

- 

7/10 

Highlander 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT 

$53,240 

Four 

1912 

7.3 

2.2/4 

145 

436 

6/10 

LS-T 4x4 SA 5sp 3.0TD 

$54,000 

Four 

2060 

8.4 

3.0/4 

130 

380 

- 

7/10 


Active wagon 5dr man 6sp 2.2DT $41,490 


' _ ANCAP Also try; Hyundai iX-35, Kia Sportage, Freelander 


LS-U 4x2 $42,000 LS-M man 5sp $45,600 LS-U man 5sp $47,100 LS-U SA 5sp $49,300 


ANCAP Also try; Nissan Pathfinder, Land Rover Discovery 


Urn. If anyone can explain where the yawning gap between the 
i20 and i30 is, we’ll gladly recommend the Accent. Probably. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX RATING 

Active hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.6i 

$16,990 

Front 

1115 

6 

1.6/4 

91 

156 - - 5/10 

SR hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.6i 

$18,490 

Front 

1115 

6 

1.6/4 

91 

156 - - 5/10 

Elite sedan 4dr auto 4sp 1 .6i 

$20,990 

Front 

1650 ~ 

5.6 

1.6/4 

91 

156 " - - 5/10 

Active sedan 1.6i $16,990 | 


Also try; Honda Jazz, Ford Fiesta, VW Polo 


FOR MORE REVIEWS. ROAOTESTS. VIOEOS ANO FIRST ORIVES, GO TO TOPGEAR.GOM/AO 









INFINITI 




Chock full of fruit and technology, but dynamic shortcomings mean it 
doesn’t deliver on the 'true driver’s car’ promise. 



Beautiful to behold, riotous to listen to, joyful to drive, mildly painful 
to pay for. The new option of AWD makes the V8 less terrifying. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

GT 4dr SA 7sp 2.0T $50,900 Rear 1646 

7.3 2.0/4 155 350 

7.3 

7/10 

GT2.2d4drSA7sp2.2DT $51,900 Rear 1729 

5.2 2.1/4 125 400 

8.5 230 

6/10 

^ S 4dr SA 7sp 2.0T $56,900 S Premium 4dr SA 7sp 2.0T $60,500 S 4dr SA 7sp 2.2DT $57,900 

S Premium 4dr SA 7sp 2.2DT $61,500 Hybrid S 4dr SA 7sp 3.5 $67,900 Hybrid S Premium 4dr SA 7sp AWD 3.5 $73,400 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

V6 Coupe 3. OS 6sp man 

$119,470 

Rear 

1597 

8.4 

3.0/6 

250 

450 

5.1 

260 

8/10 

S V6 Coupe 3.0S 6sp man 

$151,770 

Rear 

1597 

8.6 

3.0/6 

280 

460 

4.9 

275 

9/10 

R V8 AWD Coupe 5. OS 8sp auto 

$242,670 

Four 

1730 

11.3 

5.0/8 

405 

680 

4.1 

300 

9/10 

V6 manual convertible $138,170; V6 auto coupe $124,470; V6 auto convertible $143,170; V6 S auto I 

coupe $1 56,770; V6 S auto convertible $1 75,470; 

V6 S AWD auto coupe $1 72,470; V8 R auto cou 

ipe $226,970; V8 R AWD 

|auto convertible $261,370 












Also try: Porsche 911, Porsche Boxster 


Also try: Audi A5, BMW 3 Series, Lexus IS, Mercedes-Benz C-Class 


Two-door offering looks the business, and the V6 has real grunt, 
but this won’t trouble its German rivals very deeply. 



JEEP 


Jeep 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GT Premium SA7sp 3.7 V6 $63,900 Rear 1670 10.5 

3.7/6 

235 

360 

5.9 

250 

-/10 

^ S Premium SA 7sp 3.7 V6 $69,900 Convertible variants | 


nMBiii 


The ugly ducking of the Jeep range, if such a thing is even possible, 
and about as popular. And no, it doesn’t blossom into a swan, either. 



Also try: BMW 4 Series, Mercedes-Benz C-Class 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Q70 



Sport wagon 4dr man 5sp 2.0i 

$27,000 

Front 

1490 

7.6 

2.0/4 

115 

190 

6/10 

Refined, classy and quick. But is it as good as a Lexus GS? 



North wagon 4dr auto 6sp 2.0i 

$31,000 

Front 

1490 

7.6 

2.0/4 

125 

220 

6/10 

We will let you know... 



Ltd wagon 4dr CVT 2.4i 

" $35,500 

Four 

1490 

8.6 

2.4/4 

125 

220 

6/10 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GT 3.7 4drSA 7sp3.7V6 

$68,900 

Rear 

1652 

10.2 

3.7/6 

235 360 

6.2 

250 

-/10 

GT 3.0d 4drSA 7sp3.0V6D 

$70,900 

Rear 

1776 

7.5 

3.0/6 

175 550 

6.9 

250 

-/10 


1^ S Premium 4dr SA 7sp 3.7 V6 $78,900 

[Hybrid 4dr SA 7sp 3.5 V6 $82,900 

3.0d S Premium 3.0 V6 D $80,900 





ANCAP Also tr^Suzuki Grand Vitara, supermarket trolley 


PATRIOT 


No longer the cheapest Jeep product you can buy, it still feels like the 
smallest, cheapest Jeep product you can buy. Which is saying something. 





Also try: BMW 3 Series, Mercedes-Benz C-Class 


The swoopiest of the swoopy-design SUVs, loaded with fruit 
inside and with bags of traction for when you need it. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Sport 5dr man 5sp 2.0i 

$25,700 

Front 

1490 

7.6 

2.0/4 

115 

190 

■ 

6/10 

Limited 5dr CVT 2.4i 

$34,000 

Four 

1535 

8.2 

2.4/4 

125 

220 

10.7 

6/10 


Also try: Kia Sportage, Nissan Dualis, Honda CR-V 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

3.7 4drSA 7sp 3.7 V6 

$75,900 

All 

1893 

12.1 

3.7/6 

235 

360 

6.8 250 

-/10 


Also try: BMW X5, Audi Q5 


JAGUAR 



Yee and indeed ha. The Wrangler is still pretty basic, 
but has been around for so long it’s now rugged retro. 





PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Sport soft top 2dr man 6sp 3.6i 

$33,000 

Four 1745 11.4 3.6/6 

209 

347 

6/10 

Rubicon soft top 2dr man 6sp 3.6i 

$43,000 

Four 1745 11.4 3.6/6 

209 

347 

6/10 

Unlimited 4dr variants +$4000 Overland 2dr auto 5sp 3.6i $43,000 

1 Unlimited Overland 4dr auto 5sp 3.6i $47,000 Sport soft top 2dr man 6sp 2.8DT $39,000 



ANCAP Also try: Land Rover Defender, a tractor 





Yet more up and up from Jag. The XJ is rapid, sublimely refined and 
just plain beautiful. The sat-nav is more than a bit convoluted, though. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW 



D-1DD MAX RATING 


CHEROKEE 


Totally redesigned, capable and practical - and that nose 
is better looking in the metal than it is in photos. 



Premium Lux. 4dr SA 6sp 3.0DTT $198,800 

Rear 

1796 

7 3.0/6 

202 

600 

6.4 

250 

7/10 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Portfolio sedan 4dr SA 6sp S.Oi $298,800 

Rear 

1755 

11.3 5.0/8 

283 

515 

5.7 

250 

7/10 

Sport auto 9sp 2.4i 

$33,500 

Front 

1638 

8.3 

2.4/4 

130 

229 

8/10 

Best! Supersport 4dr SA 6sp 5.0S $298,800 

Rear 

1892 

12.1 5.0/8 

375 

625 

4.9 

250 

7/10 

Longitude auto 9sp 3.2 V6 

$39,000 

All 

1795 

10.0 

3.2/6 

200 

316 

8/10 


Premium Luxury sedan 3.0i $1 98,445 Portfolio sedan 4dr SA 6sp 3.0i $222,245 Long wheelbase models 


XJR 5.0S $298,800 


Also try: BMW 7 Series, Audi A8, Lexus LS, Mercedes S-Class, Porsche Panamera 


A blistering return to form for Jaguar and a judo chop to Jerry’s solar 
plexus. The XF does luxurious dynamics and dares to be different. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW 


Limited auto 9sp 3.2 V6 $44,000 All 1806 

Trailhawk auto 9sp 3.2 V6 $47,500 Four 2090 


10.0 

10.0 


3.2/6 

3.2/6 


200 

200 


8/10 

8/10 


Limited auto 9sp 2.0DT 4x4 $49,000 



Also try: Mazda CX-5, Nissan X-Trail 


0-100 MAX RATING 


Luxury sedan 4dr SA 8sp 2. 2D 

$69,900 Rear 1745 

5.4 2.2/4 

140 450 8.5 225 

6/10 

R sedan 4dr SA 8sp 5.0S 

$189,075 Rear 1842 

12.5 5.0/8 

375 625 4.9 250 

8/10 


GRAND CHEROKEE 


The GC was once the big 4WD that urbanites aspired to own, 
but ever since SUVs got social syphilis it’s not the obvious choice. 



SI Luxury sedan 2.0i/3.0D $68,075/$95,900 Premium sedan 2.0i/2.2D $74,675/$76,500 

Portfolio/Luxury sedan 3.0S $1 10,430/$93,430 S Luxury 3.0DTT/Portfolio $95,900/$ 1 12,900 XFR-S 5.0S $222,075 


I Also try: BMW 5 Series, Audi A6, Mercedes E-Class 


The XK mixes refinement and involvement like nothing else, helped in 
no small way by improved engines. A gentlemanly 'up yours’ to the 9^ 1 . 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 



PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Laredo wagon 4dr SA 8sp 3.6i 

$48,000 

Four 2084 

10.4 

3.6/6 

210 

347 ' 

" 8.3 

206 

5/10 

Limited wagon 4dr SA 8sp 5.7i 

$62,000 

Four 2302 

13.0 

5.7/8 

259 

^527^ 

" 7.3 

^225 

5/10 

Overland wagon 4dr SA 8sp 5.7i 

" $72,000 

Four 2329 

13.0 

5.7/8 

259 

520 

7.3 

225 

6/10 

1 ^ Laredo SA 8sp 3.6i 4x2 $44,000 Laredo 3.0DT $53,000 

1 Overland 3.6i/3.0DT $67,000/$72,000 SRT8 6.4i $80,000 

1 Limited 3.6i/3.0DT $57,000/$62,000 


ANCAP Also try: BMW X5, 

Land Rover Discovery 4, Mercedes M-Class 






XK coupe SA 6sp S.Oi 

$188,530 

Rear 

1660 

11.2 

5.0/8 

283 

515 

5.7 

250 

7/10 

XKR coupe SA 6sp 5.0S 

$209,530 

Rear 

1753 

12.3 

5.0/8 

375 

625 

4.8 

250 

8/10 

Best! XKR-S coupe SA 6sp 5.0S 

$298,030 

Rear 

1753 

12.3 

5.0/8 

404 

680 

4.4 

250 

8/10 


KIA 




XK convertible 5.0i $21 3,530 XKR convertible 5.0S $233,530 XKR-S convertible SA 6sp 5.0S $298,030 


Also try: Porsche 911, BMW 6 Series, Aston Martin Vantage or second-hand DB9 


mi 


No longer just cheap, spacious motoring, the new Rio 
continues Kia’s recent respect-building mission. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

S hatchback 5dr man Ssp 1.4i 

$16,990 

Front 

1143 

5.7 

1.4/4 

79 

135 

6/10 

Si hatchback 5dr man Ssp 1.6i 

$19,490 

Front 

1179 

5.6 

1.6/4 

103 

167 

7/10 

SLi hatchback Sdr man Ssp 1.6i 

$20,490 

Front 

1179 

5.6 

1.6/4 

103 

167 

7/10 

1^ 3 door hatch models and 4-door sedan | 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: Ford Fiesta, VW Polo 
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KIA-LAND ROVER 


Second gen mini-MPV is a major improvement over its predecessor in 
terms of design, quality, and practicality. Coolness, 100 per cent intact. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Si Hatchback 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$24,990 

From 

1335 

7.6 

2.0/4 

113 

191 

7/10 

Si Hatchback 5dr auto 6sp 2.0i 

$26,990 

From 

1405 

8.4 

2.0/4 

122 

200 

7/10 




The king of the bulls is an orgy of explosive, cackle-inducing ear 
candy and power. Brilliant and bonkers at the same time. 


Another one of Kia’s stand-out cars: the Sportage 
is an almost handsome, spacious, value-driven SUV. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

LP700 coupe man 6sp 6.5i 

$761,500 

Four 

1575 

17.2 

6.5/12 

515 

690 

2.9 

350 

8/10 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Si 5dr man 5sp 2.0i 


$25,990 Front 1482 8.7 2.0/4 122 197 


7/10 



Lambo’s new “entry model” is loud, fast and eye-catching, without 
being as challenging to live with everyday as the Aventador. 


SLi 5dr SA 6sp 2.0DT 

$37,990 

Four 1588 

7.5 2.0/4 

135 392 

- 

- 

7/10 


PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW NM 0-100 MAX RATING 

Platinum 5dr SA 6sp 2.0DT 

$41,590 

Four 1588 

7.5 2.0/4 

135 392 

- 

- 

7/10 

LP610-4 dual-clutch 7sp 6.5i 

$428,000 

Four 1422 12.5 

5.2/10 

449 560 3.2 325 8/10 


Si Premium 5dr SA 6sp 2.0i $29,990 Platinum 5dr SA 6sp 2.0i $38,590 


Also try: Ferrari 458, crack 


ANCAP Also try: Peugeot 3008, Hyundai ix35, Nissan Dualis 

mm 



A carbon-copy of the Hyundai Santa Fe except that 
the suspension is tuned for Australian conditions. 


LAND ROVER 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Si 5dr SA 6sp 3.5i 

$38,990 

From 

1831 

9.8 

3.5/6 

204 

335 

6/10 

SLi 5dr SA 6sp 3.5i 

$41,490 

From 

1831 

9.8 

3.5/6 

204 

335 

6/10 

Platinum 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT 

$51,490 

Four 

1960 

7.3 

2.2/4 

145 

426 

6/10 

1 SiSdrman 

6sp 4WD 2.2DT $40,490 

SLi 5dr 

SA 6sp 4WD 2.2DT $44,990 


1 



Possibly the best car in the world. Certainly the best 
luxury SUV, because it’ll actually go off-road for starters. 


ANCAP Also try: Honda CR-V, Nissan X-Trail, Land Rover Freelander 


Well knock us down with a feather - Kia has made 
a handsome, decent-to-drive and well-built family sedan. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

HSE4drSA 8sp 3.0DT 

$170,400 

Four 

2160 

7.5 

3.0/6 

190 

600 

7.9 

210 

8/10 

Vogue SE 4dr SA 8sp 4.4DT 

$219,100 

Four 

2360 

8.7 

4.4/8 

250 

700 

6.9 

217 

8/10 

Best! Autobiography 4dr 5.0S 

$248,900 

Four 

2330 

13.8 

5.0/8 

375 

625 

5.4 

250 

8/10 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Si sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.4i 

$31,490 

From 

1551 

7.9 

2.4/4 

148 

250 

9.0 

7/10 

Platinum sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.4i 

$40,990 

From 

1551 

7.9 

2.4/4 

148 

250 

9.0 

7/10 

SLi sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.4i 

$36,490 

From 

1551 

7.9 

2.4/4 

148 

250 

9.0 

7/10 


Vogue 4dr SA 8sp 3.0DT $178,900 Vogue 4dr SA 8sp 4.4DT $195,100 
Autobiography 4dr SA 8sp 4.4DT $232,800 Vogue SE 4dr SA 8sp 5.0S $224,400 


ANCAP Also try: Porsche Cayenne, Audi Q7, BMW X5, Mercedes ML, Volvo XC90 


One for fashionistas, not farmers, this is Range Rover 
rebooted for a younger, more stylish audience. 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: Hyundai i45, Mazda6 

1 


Small mini MPV-thing that brings some swagger to 
the typically un-sexy party that is the MPV market. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

eD4 Pure 5dr man 6sp 2.2DT 

$51,495 

From 

1681 

5.0 

2.2/4 

110 

380 

11.2 

180 

7/10 

TD4 Dynamic 5dr man 6sp 2.2DT 

$68,715 

Four 

1780 

5.7 

2.2/4 

110 

400 

10.9 

185 

6/10 

SD4 Prestige 3dr man 6sp 2.2DT 

$78,195 

Four 

1795 

5.7 

2.2/4 

140 

420 

10 

200 

7/10 

Si4 Prestige 3dr SA 9sp 2.0T 

$79,970 

Four 

1745 

8.7 

2.0/4 

177 

340 

7.6 

217 

6/10 


Si 5dr auto 6sp 2.0i 


SLi 5dr auto 6sp 2.0i 


$30,240 

134,240 


From 1582 
From 1582 


7.9 

7.9 


2. 0/4 122 213 10.8 2 00 

2.0/4 122 213 10.8 200 


-/10 

-/10 


Platinum 5dr auto 6sp 2.0i 


19,740 From 1582 7.9 2.0/4 122 213 10.8 200 -/ID 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: Audi Q5, BMW X3, Volvo XC60 

mmimm 


Si 5dr auto 6sp 1 .7D $32,990 SLi 5dr auto 6sp 1 .7D $36,990 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: Kia Soul, Toyota Rukus 



A prettier RRS would be a contradiction in terms, but 
the new one definitely comes with less thuggishness. 


Nothing grand about this show, folks. It’s a lumbering van 
that’s about as advanced as a blunderbuss. Go get an Odyssey. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

SE SDV6 4dr SA 8sp 3.0DT 

$113,200 

Four 

2115 

7.5 

3.0/6 

215 

600 

7.2 

210 

8/10 

HSE 4dr SA 8sp 3.0S 

$122,700 

Four 

2144 

11.3 

3.0/6 

250 

450 

7.2 

210 

9/10 


SE TDV6 3.0DT $102,800 HSE SDV6 3.0DT $125,800 Autobiography SDV6 3.0DT $145,500 
HSE Dynamic 5. OS $161,600 Autobiography Dynamic 5. OS $182,400 


Si wagon 5dr SA 6sp 3.5i 


$41,490 From 2086 10.9 3.5/6 


5/10 


Also try: BMW X6, Audi Q7, Lexus RX450h 


SLi wagon 5dr SA 6sp 3.5i 


$46,990 From 2086 10.9 3.5/6 


202 


5/10 


Platinum wagon 5dr SA 6sp 3. 5i $52,990 From 2086 10.9 3.5/6 202 


^ S wagon 5dr SA 6sp 3.5i $39,490 SLi wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT $50,990 

Si wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT $45,490 Platinum wagon 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT $56,990 


ANCAP Also try: Honda Odyssey, Toyota Tarago 


5/10 


DEFENDER 


Still going. Still a very workhorsey farmer’s 4WD, where practicality 
outweighs ergonomics, luxury, ride-quality and speed. 


CERATO 


New model looks better, has a perky range of engines and 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

90 wagon 2dr man 6sp 2.2DT 

” $42,800 

Four 

1820 

10 

2.2/4 

90 

360 

15.8 

144 

6/10 

no wagon 4dr man 6sp 2.2DT 

$47,500 

Four 

1850 

11 

2.2/4 

90 

360 

15.8 

144 

6/10 


Also try: A tractor 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

si 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 


1 

S sedan 4dr man 6sp 1.8i 

$19,990 

From 

1287 

6.6 

1.8/4 

110 

178 

9.3 

205 

8/10 

The best practical SUV on sale. Standard air suspension, seven seats, 
nicely lux. Only issue? Your Greenpeace neighbours hating you. 


Si sedan 4dr auto 6sp 2.0i 

$28,990 

From 

1309 

7.4 

2.0/4 

129 

209 

8.5 

210 

8/10 



From 1309 7.4 2.0/4 129 209 8.5 210 8/10 


SLi sedan 4dr auto 6sp 2.0i 

0 


_ S Premium sedan 4dr auto 6sp 1 .8i $24,990 Koup GDI Si 6sp man 2.0i $24,1 90 

Koup T-GDi Turbo 6sp man 1 .6T $28,1 90 5-door hatch models 


g" ANCAP Also try: Mazda3, VW Jetta, Ford Focus 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

4dr SA 8sp 2.7DT 

$69,330 

Four 

2570 

8.5 

2.7/6 

155 

520 

10.7 

180 

7/10 

SE 4dr SA 8sp 3.0DTT 

$84,430 

Four 

2570 

8.8 

3.0/6 

180 

600 

9.3 

180 

7/10 

HSE 4dr SA 8sp 3.0DTT 

$95,730 

Four 

'2570 

8.8 

* 3.0/r 

180 

600 

9.3 

180 

7/10 

SE SCV6 4dr SA 8sp 3.0S 

$84,430 

Four 

2565 

12.0 

3.0/6 

250 

450 

8.1 

195 

8/10 


Warm hatch, well worth a closer look if ou can ignore the Stu_pi’d 
name. A ripper in the bends and a steal for the price. 


ANCAP Also try: BMW X5, Mercedes ML, Audi Q7 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GT 3dr man 6 sp 1.6T 

$29,990 

From 

1448 

7.4 

1.6/4 

150 

265 

7.7 

230 

8/10 


GT-Tech 3dr man 6sp 1 .6T $34,990 


g^ANCAP Also try: Ford Focus Sport, Hyundai i30SR 


FOR MORE REVIEWS. ROAOTESTS. VIOEOS ANO FIRST ORIVES, GO TO TOPGEAR.GOM/AO 












Its a sports car, people, but not as we know it. i8 
is enthralling, intoxicating and enjoyable in whole 
new ways. Like a 918 Spyder for a fifth the price. 


2 , - 

^ ^ ■■ 


^ Price S 
Specs 


202kW,290Nn,0-100kn/h5Jsecs, 



The convertible was very good, the coupe is 
much better. In every spec, its taut, direct, lovely 
to listen to and utterly beautiful to behold. 


At last, after T 5 years of trying, Lexus has finally made a GS you 
would consider buying. Good advert there for persistence, then. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM D-1DD MAX 

RATING 

GS250 Luxury sedan SA 6sp 2.5i 

$76,530 

Rear 

1720 

9.3 

2.5/6 

154 

253 8.6 

8/10 

GS350 Sports Luxury SA 6sp 3.5i 

$111,130 

Rear 

1620 

9.7 

3.5/6 

233 

378 6 

8/10 

GS450h F Sport sedan CVT 3.5i 

$112,100 

Rear 

- 

- 

3.5/6 

- 

- 

8/10 

1"^ GS250 F Sport $84,530 GS350 F Sport $99,430 I 

1 GS450h Sports Luxury $123,500 GS 300h Luxury/F Sport/Sports Luxury $79,000/$87,000/$ 102,000 | 


^ ANCAP Also try; Mercedes E-Class, BMW 5 Series, Audi A6 



And lo, there appeared a thorn in the side of BMW, Mercedes-Benz 
and Audi. They gazed upon it and knew it was good. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW 


D-1DD MAX RATING 


IS250 Luxury sedan SA6sp2.5i $56,500 Rear 1645 9.2 2.5/6 153 252 


225 7/10 


IS350 F Sport sedan SA6sp3.5i $73,600 Rear 1645 


9.4 


3.5/6 


233 378 5.6 


8/10 


Best! IS F sedan 4dr SA 8sp 5.0i $125,475 Rear 1700 11.4 5.0/8 


IS250 F Sport/Sports Luxury $65,5400/$78,700 IS350 Luxury/Sports Luxury $65,400/$84,800 
ISBOOh Luxury/F Sport $59,500/$68,900 


8/10 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try; Mercedes C-Class, BMW 3 Series, Audi A4 



Sharply priced competitor in the premium muscle market, but its hefty 
weight and a thirsty donk means the Germans don’t need to panic yet. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

RC 350 Luxury 

$66,000 

Rear 

1740 

9.4 

3.6/6 

233 

378 

6.3 

- 

7/10 

RC 350 F Sport 

$74,000 

Rear 

1740 

9.4 

3.6/6 

233 

378 

6.3 

- 

7/10 

RC F 

$133,500 

Rear 

1860 

10.9 

5.0/8 

351 

530 

4.5 

270 

8/10 


Also try; BMW 4 Series, Audi AS 



Huge limo-like rival to the S-Class and 7 Series. Usefully wafty, if a little 
soulless in execution, but it does have that cool self-parking gizmo. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW 


D-1DD MAX RATING 


LS460 F Sport sedan SA 8sp 4.6i $189,030 Rear 1945 10.7 4.6/8 285 493 5.9 


6/10 


LS600h F Sport sedan CVT S.Oi $217,230 Four 2375 8.6 5.0/8 290 520 5.7 


LS460 Sports Luxury sedan SA 8sp 4.6i $1 94,230 


7/10 


Also try: BMW 7 Series, Audi A8, Mercedes S-Class, Jaguar XJ 


m 


One of the more agreeable road-biased SUVs, the RX gains in hybridised fuel 
economy in the 450h. Looks decent enough. One for your Mum perhaps. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

RX270 4dr 2.7i 

$68,575 

Front 

1950 

9.7 

2.7/4 

138 


11.0 

200 

6/10 

RX450h Luxury 4dr3.5i 

$82,900 

Four 

2205 

6.3 

3.5/6 

183 

317 

7.8 

- 

7/10 

RX450h Sports Luxury 4dr 3.5i 

$100,900 

Four 

2205 

6.3 

3.5/6 

183 

317 

7.8 

- 

7/10 

1 RX350 F Sport/Sports Luxury $84,375/$93,075 RX450h F Sport $89,900 | 


Also try: Range Rover Sport, BMW X5, Porsche Cayenne, Mercedes ML 


DISCOVERY SPORT 


Handsome looks, a range of drivetrains, and inside, you’ll be wondering: 
is this a Range Rover? A cracking, though not flawless, midsize SUV. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW 



TD4 5dr man 6sp 2.2DT 


$53,300 Four 1955 6.6 2.2/4 110 400 11.7 180 8/10 


SD4HSE 5dr SA 6sp 2.2DT 


$61,100 Four 1955 


7 


2.2/4 


140 420 10.4 188 8/10 


J TD4 SE 2.2 DT auto $55,800, SD4 SE 2.2 DT auto $59,000, 

Si4 SE 5dr SA auto 2.0i $59,000, SD4 HSE Luxury 5dr SA 6sp 2.2TD $66,500 


ANCAP Also try; Audi Q5, BMW X3, Voivo XC60 


LEXUS 


Gigantic Toyota LandCruiser Sahara with more kit and a chintzy gold badge. 

If you’re not a fan of looking like a complete pillock, steer well clear. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD 

LX570 Prestige 4dr SA 6sp 5.7i $139,575 Four 2740 14.8 5.7/8 270 530 7.8 



Also try; Merc-GL, Audi Q7, an o cean iiner 


Great if you never leave town, which many SUVs don’t, 
but no fun at all on the open road. 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try; Audi Q5, BMW X3, Voivo XC60 


7/10 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Luxury CVT 2.5i 

$55,000 

Front 

1740 

5.6 

2.5/4 

147 

210 

" 9.2 

180 

6/10 

Luxury CVT 2.5i 

$59,500 

Four 

1740 

5.7 

2.5/4 

147 

210 

9.2 

180 

6/10 

F Sport CVT 2.5i 

$66,000 

Four 

1740 

5.7 

2.5/4 

147 

210 

9.2 

180 

6/10 

Sports Luxury CVT 2.5i 

$75,000 

Four 

1895 

5.7 

2.5/4 

147 

210 

9.2 

180 

6/10 



If you believe the marketing, it’s the world’s first luxury 
hybrid hatchback. Stuffed full of Prius tech, but less ugly. 

DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 


CT200h Luxury CVT 1.8i 

$48,990 

Rear 

1370 

4.1 

1.8/4 

73 

142 

10.3 

7/10 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD MAX 

RATING 

CT200h F Sport CVT 1.8i 

$49,900 

Rear 

1370 

4.1 

1.8/4 

73 

142 

10.3 

7/10 

300h Luxury CVT 2.5i 

$63,400 

Front 

1685 

5.5 

2.5/4 

151 

213 

8.5 

-/10 

CT 200h Sports Luxury CVT 1.8i 

$55,900 

Rear 

1370 

4.1 

1.8/4 

73 

142 

10.3 

7/10 

300h Sports Luxury CVT 2.5i 

$72,400 

Front 

1705 

5.5 

2.5/4 

151 

213 

8.5 

-/10 


f^~ANCAP Also try; Honda insight, VW Goif BiueMotion, Toyota Prius 


350 Luxury SA 6sp 3.5i 

Also try: BMW 3 Series, Audi A4, Mercedes-Benz C-Ciass 


$64,900 Front 1630 9.5 3.5/6 204 346 7.4 


350 Sports Luxury SA 6sp 3.5i $73,900 
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LANDROVER-LEXUS 








LOTUS-MCLAREN 


LOTUS 



The most useable Lotus on sale, with customary 
handling and surprisingly good comfort levels. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe 2+2, 2dr man 6 sp 3.5i 

$130,990 

Rear 

1382 

9.3 

3.5/6 

206 

350 

5 

262 

7/10 

S coupe man 6 sp 3.5i s’charged 

$152,990 

Rear 

1437 

9.9 

3.5/6 

258 

400 

4.6 

286 

7/10 


Tfls^i^^o^cn^oxste^Ta^an, a BMW M3 or Z4 perhaps 


lELISE 


n 

Still a joy, the Toyota-engined Elise offers visceral driving thrills A 

in a relatively usable package. The very definition of steering feel. J 


1 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Roadster man 6 sp 1.6i 

$69,990 

Rear 

876 

6.3 

1.6/4 

100 

160 

6.5 

204 

7/10 

Roadster S man 6 sp l.SiS 

$84,990 

Rear 

880 

7.5 

1.8/4 

220 

250 

4.6 

234 

7/10 


Also try; Porsche Boxster, motorbike 


Lotus’s track car has grown up and got heavier. But don’t worry, 
this just makes it more usable than ever. Deliriously good to drive. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Exige S man 6 sp 3.5i 

$126,990 

Rear 

1176 

10.1 

3.5/6 

257 

400 

4.0 

274 

9/10 


Also try; Porsche Cayman 


MA8ERATI 


Muscular but pretty coupe that is more GT 
than sports car, but a damn good GT at that. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

S coupe 2dr SA 6 sp 4.7i 

$308,000 

Rear 

1770 

15.2 

4.7/8 

331 

510 

4.9 

295 

7/10 

S coupe SMac SA 6 sp 4.7i 

$345,000 

Rear 

1770 

16.6 

4.7/8 

331 

510 

4.9 

295 

7/10 

1 ‘il MC Stradale 2st 4.7i $345,000 | 


Also try; Porsche 911, BMW 6 Series, Mercedes CL 


UATTROPORTE 


The thrills of any Maserati coupe, but with a real boot, four 
doors and room for some kids. Truly the best of both worlds. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Sedan 4dr SA 6 sp 3.0i 

$240,000 

Rear 

1860 

10.4 

3.0/6 

301 

550 

5.1 

285 

8/10 

GTS sedan 4dr SA 8 sp 3.8TT 

$319,800 

Rear 

1900 

11.8 

3.8/8 

390 

650 

4.7 

307 

8/10 


Also try; Merc S-Class, Jag XJ, BMW 7 Series 


A twin to the GranTurismo, only topless. An utterly 
gorgeous grand tourer with a paramount Italian soundtrack. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Cabriolet 2dr SA 4.7i 

$328,000 

Rear 

1980 

14.5 

4.7/8 

323 

490 

5.4 

283 

8/10 

MC Cabriolet 2dr SA 4.7i 

$355,000 

Rear 

- 

14.5 

4.7/8 

338 

520 

4.9 

289 

-/10 


Also try; Aston DB9 Volante, Porsche 91 1 Turbo cabriolet, Jag XK convertible 


Mid-size sedan that takes on the Mondeo and Liberty. 
Looks different enough, goes well and very reliable. 



PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Sport sedan 4dr SA 6 sp 2. Si $33,460 

Front 1462 

6.6 

2.5/4 

138 

250 

8.2 

7/10 

Touring sedan 4dr SA 6 sp 2. Si $37,500 

Front 1471 

6.6 

2.5/4 

138 

250 

8.2 

7/10 

Atenza sedan 4dr SA 6 sp 2.2DTT $50,060 

Front 1503 

5.4 

2.2/4 

129 

420 

8.4 

7/10 

1^ Touring sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.2DTT $40,350 Atenza sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.5i $47,210 I 

1 GT sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.5i $43,220 GT sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.2DTT $46,070 Wagon variants +$1 300 | 


ANCAP Also try; Ford Mondeo, Honda Accord Euro, Subaru Liberty 


Sharp pricing, good looks, quality engineering, and impressive dynamics: 
the CX-3 will undoubtedly shake things up in the compact SUV market. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Neo 2 .oL petrol FWD 

$19,990 

Front 

1193 

6.3 

2.0/4 

109 

192 

lO(est) 180 (est) 

8/10 

Maxx 2 .oL petrol AWD 

$26,390 

All 

1294 

6.7 

2.0/4 

109 

^192 

lO(est) 180 (est) 

8/10 

Akari 2 . 0 L petrol AWD 

$35,290 

All 

1332 

6.7 

2.0/4 

109 

192 

10 (est) 180 (est) 

8/10 

sTouring 1 . 5 L diesel AWD 

$33,390 

All 

1356 

5.1 

1.5/4 

77 

270 

n/a n/a 

8/10 

FWD options for Maxx, sTouring and Akari; 1.5L diesel options for Maxx and Akari; 2. OL petrol sTouring | 



Replacement for the CX-7, which is much, much better and 


-W 

PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX RATING 

Maxx Sdr SkyActiv man 6 sp 2.0i 

$27,880 

Front 

1443 

6.4 

2.0/4 

114 

200 

- 

6/10 

Maxx Sport Sdr SkyActiv 6 sp 2.2DT 

$39,470 

Four 

1482 

5.7 

2.2/4 

129 

420 

8.0 

6/10 


Maxx 2.5i AWD $32,880 Maxx Sport 2.0i FWD $33,620 Maxx Sport 2.5i AWD $36,620 
Maxx Sport 2.2DT AWD $39,470 Grand Touring 2.5i $44,180 Grand Touring 2.2DT $47,030 


ANCAP Also try; Nissan Murano, Land Rover Freelander, Toyota RAV4 


Hefty SUV with seating for seven and traditional Mazda staid 
reliability. Slightly more boring than daytime TV though. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Luxury Sdr SA 6 sp 3.7i 

$57,480 

Four 

2080 

11.2 

3.7/6 

204 

367 

6/10 

Grand Touring SA 6 sp 3.7i 

$63,003 

Four 

2097 

11.2 

3.7/6 

204 

367 

6/10 

|SJ Classic 5drSA6sp3.7i FWD $44,525 Luxury 5drSA6sp3.7i FWD $52,980 | 


Also try; Nissan Pathfinder. Toyot a Kluger, Honda CR-V 



The new one’s here, and it’s glorious. And cheap. The 2.0L drops 
later this year, but we reckon the ^ .5L is the pick of the pair. Bravo. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

Roadster man 6 sp I.Si 

$31,990 

Rear 

1009 

6.0 

1.5/4 

96 

150 

8.3 - 9/10 


Also try; Toyota 86 


Rugged simplicity in its simplest form. The BT-50 is everything a work- 
man could ask of his workhorse, but we’re not sold on that face. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

XT Dual Cab man 6 sp 3.2DT 

$44,240 

Four 

2044 

8.9 

3^2/5 

147 

470 

5/10 

XTR Dual Cab man 6 sp 3.2DT 

$48,890 

Four 

'2086 ' 

8.9 

3.2/5 

147 

'470' - 

5/10 

GT Dual Cab man 6 sp 3.2DT 

$51,140 

Four 

' 2095 

8.9 

”3.2/5 ” 

147 

470 

5/10 

|Sj 2WD Hi-Rider variants and single cab models | 


'sT ANCAP Also try; Phuket, Bali, Hawaii 


MAZDA 


HI 

Smart, snappy little lightweight supermini 
that’s much better than its predecessor. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM 



$15,790 Front 1011 

$16,930 Front 1019 


Neo hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.5i 
Best! MaXX 5dr man 5sp 1.5i 

E 

ANCAP i^i^i^ri^l^rAlso try; Ford Fiesta, VW Polo, Honda Jazz 

EM 


6.4 1.5/4 

6.4 1.5/4 


135 10.5 

135 10.5 


5/10 

6/10 


Maxx hatch 2.0i $22,990 Touring hatch 2. Oi $25,490 SP25 hatch 2. 5i $25,890 Sedan variants 



The MazdaS does everything well, if a little 
anonymously. Mazda in a nutshell then. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Neo hatch Sdr man 6 sp 2.0i 

$20,490 

Front 

”1271” 

5.9 

"To/4 

114 

~2oT 

- 

8/10 

SP2S GT hatch Sdr man 6 sp 2.Si 

$30,590 

Front 

1325 

6.5 

2.0/4 

138 

250 

- 

8/10 

SP2S Astina Sdr man 6 sp 2. Si 

$36,190 

Front 

1342 

6.5 

2.0/4 

138 

250 

- 

8/10 

1^ Maxx hatch 2.01 $22,990 Touring hatch 2.01 $25,490 

SP25 hatch 2.5i $25,890 

Sedan variants 




E ANCAP_'l»e^(5dr) Ateo try: Ford Focus, VW Golf, Renault Megane 


MCLAREN 



Nose from the PI , carbon tub, howling twin-turbo V8 - the 650S isn’t as 
properly mental as the PI, but it’s no compromise measure. Superb. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe 2dr 7sp 3.8TT 

$441,500 

Rear 

1330 

11.7 

3.8/8 

478 

678 

3.0 

333 

9/10 

Spider 2dr7sp3.8TT 

$486,250 

Rear 

1360 

11.7 

3.8/8 

478 

678 

3.0 

333 

9/10 


: Also try; Ferrari 458 Italia 


FOR MORE REVIEWS. ROAOTESTS. VIOEOS ANO FIRST ORIVES, GO TO TOPGEAR.GOM/AO 









The SLK finally had its well-overdue facelift giving it a much sharper 
and modern look, meaning you now have our permission to buy one. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

SLK 200 roadster SA 7sp 1 .8T 

$86,450 

Rear 

1435 

6.9 

1.8/4 

135 

270 

7 

210 

7/10 

SLK 350 roadster SA 7sp 3.5i 

$124,308 

Rear 

1540 

8.3 

3.5/6 

225 

370 

5.6 

210 

7/10 

SLK 55 AMG roadster SA 7sp 5.5i 

$161,130 

Rear 

1610 

8.5 

5.5/8 

310 

540 

4.6 

250 

7/10 


SLK 250 roadster SA 7sp 1 .8T $95,700 


Also try: BMW Z4, Porsche Boxster, Audi TT, Nissan 370Z 

Perhaps the best all-round, useable hardtop convertible on sale today. 
Practical, fast, excellent quality and tidy looks. 




PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

SL350 roadster SA 7sp 3.5i 

$226,530 

Rear 

1685 

8.3 

3.5/6 

225 

370 

5.9 

250 

8/10 

SL500 roadster SA 7sp 4.6i 

$307,030 

Rear 

1785 

9.4 

4.6/8 

320 

700 

4.6 

250 

8/10 

SL63 AMG roadster SA 7sp 5.5TT 

$384,530 

Rear 

1785 

10.1 

5.5/8 

395 

800 

4.3 

250 

8/10 

SL65 AMG roadster SA 7sp 6.0TT 

$470,530 

Rear 

1950 

11.7 

6.0/12 

463 

1000 

4.0 

250 

8/10 


Also try: Maserati GranCabrio, Porsche 91 1 , Jaguar XK 


A-GLASS 


Merc’s smallest car is actually normal and conventional. 
A genuine alternative to premium-brand rivals. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

A 180 hatch 5dr SA 7sp 1.6i 

$35,600 

Front 

1395 4.0 

1.6/4 

80 

260 

11.3 

190 

8/10 

Best! A 45 AMG 2.0T 

$74,900 

Four 

1555 6.9 

2.0/4 

265 

450 

4.6 

- 

9/10 

A 250 Sport hatch 5dr SA 7sp 2.0T 

$50,400 

Front 

1145 6.4 

2.0/4 

155 

350 

6.6 

240 

8/10 

1^ A 200 GDI hatch 5drSA7sp 1.8DT $41,900 A 200 hatch 5dr SA 7sp 1.6i $41,400 | 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: Volvo V40, Audi A3, BMW 1 Series 


The B-Class is a strange one; kind of like a big hatchback 
with an MPV fetish. A bit of super-niching going on here. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

B 180 hatch 5drSA 7spl.6T 

$40,900 

Front 

1360 

6.1 

1.6/4 

90 

200 



6/10 

B 200 hatch 5dr SA 7spl.6T 

$45,900 

Front 

1345 

7.2 

2.0/4 

100 

185 


- 

6/10 

B 200 hatch 5dr SA 7sp 1 .8DT 

$46^00 

Front 

1396 

7.9 

2.0/4 

142 

280 

- 

- 

6/10 


B 250 hatchback 5dr SA 7sp 2.0T $50,400 


*ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: BMW XI we suppose 


G-GLASS 


An excellent, solid effort in the small sedan market from Mercedes. 
Well-built, effortlessly executive, but could be considered conservative. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

C 200 sedan SA 7sp 2.0T 

$60,900 

Rear 

1505 

7.3 

2.0/4 

135 

300 

7.3 

210 

9/10 

C 250 sedan SA 7sp 2.0T 

$68,900 

Rear 

1480 

6.0 

2.0/4 

155 

350 

6.6 

210 

9/10 

C 63 S AMG 4.0T 

$154,900 

Rear 

1655 

8.6 

4.0/8 

375 

700 

4.0 

250 

9/10 

1 ^ C 200 BlueTec $62,400 C250 BlueTec $70,400 C300 Hybrid $71 ,900. Wagon also available | 


j ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: BMW 3 Series, Audi A4, Lexus IS 


E-GLASS 


This is the generation in which the big E got its mojo back. No longer 
chasing the BMW 5 Series, new E-Class is relaxed and refined. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

E 220 GDI sedan SA 5sp 2.1 DT 

$82,900 

Rear 

1735 

4.9 

2.1/4 

125 

400 

8.4 

227 

8/10 

E63 AMG sedan SA 7sp 5.5i 

$249,900 

Rear 

1870 

- 

5.5/8 

430 

800 

4.1 

250 

8/10 


^ E 250 GDI sedan/wagon $99,400/107,200 E 250 sedan $96,900 E 300 hybrid sedan $109,400 

E 400 sedan/wagon $1 29,430/$1 37,230 E200 sedan/wagon $80,400/$87,400 Coupe/Cabriolet variants 


ANCAP Also try: BMW 5 Series, Audi A6, Jaguar XF 


GLA-GLASS 


Essentially the sedan version of Merc’s new A-Class that’s 
built for those not rich enough to get in a full-blown C-Class. 




PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

CLA 200 SA 7sp 1.6T 

$49,900 

Front 

- 

5.7 

1.6/4 

115 

250 

- 

- 

8/10 

CLA 250 Sport SA 7sp 2.0T 

$64,900 

Front 

- 

6.1 

2.0/4 

155 

350 

6.7 

250 

8/10 

CLA 45 AMG SA 7sp 2.0T 

$86,900 

Four 

- 

6.9 

2.0/4 

265 

450 

4.6 

270 

8/10 


Also try: Audi A3 sedan, BMW 1 series 


GLS-GLASS 


Nothing announces to the neighbours “I’ve become a CEO” like parking one 
of these in your drive. Handsome and kitted out, it’s proof you’ve made it. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

CLS 250 sedan 4dr SA 7sp 2.1 DT 

$114,900 

Rear 

1785 

5.2 

2.1/4 

150 

500 

7.5 

210 

7/10 

CLS 500 sedan SA 7sp 4.7i 

$159,430 

Rear 

1890 

9.9 

5.5/8 

300 

600 

4.9 

210 

7/10 

CLS 63 AMG S 5.5TT 

$262,175 

Rear 

1870 

10.0 

5.5/8 

430 

800 

4.1 

250 

8/10 

1 Shooting Brake CLS 250 $1 24,000 | 


ANCAP Also try: Jaguar XF, Audi A6, BMW 5 Series 


M-GLASS 


Big SUV that requires hefty investment to option to 
a d^ecent spec. Decent to drive and live with though. 




PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

ML 250 BTEC 4dr SA 7sp 2.1 DTT 

$83,500 

Four 

2175 

6.4 

2.1/4 150 

500 

9.0 

210 

6/10 

ML 400 SA 7sp 3.0i 

$104,430 

Four 

2130 

8.9 

3.0/6 245 

480 

7.6 

210 

6/10 

Best! ML 63 AMG 4dr 5.5TT 

$181,430 

Four 

2345 

11.8 

5.5/8 386 

700 

4.8 

250 

8/10 

1^ ML350 BlueTEC 

wagon $101,430 ML 500 wagon $121,430 






ANCAP Also try: Range Rover Sport, BMW X5, Audi Q7, Porsche Cayenne 


GL-GLASS 


Basically the bigger, seven-seat version of the ML. As above, but longer 
- although Merc would rather you see it as a Range Rover alternative... 

PRIGE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW 



0-100 MAX RATING 


$216,930 Four 2580 12.3 5.5/8 410 760 4.9 250 6/10 


GL 350 BlueTEC 3.0DT $1 29,930 GL 500 4.7TT $1 55,430 


GL63 AMG SA 7-sp 5.5TT 

□ 

ANCAP Also try: Range Rover Vogue, Toyota LandCruiser, Lexus LX 


GLA-GLASS 


A crossover soft-roader that sits, sizewise, between an A-Class 
and a B-Class, but makes you look like you go kayaking on weekends. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GLA 200 CDI 

$47,900 

Front 

1505 

4.6 

2.1/4 

100 

300 

9.9 

215 

7/10 

GLA250 4MATIC 

$57,900 

Four 

1505 

7.0 

2.0/4 

155 

350 

7.1 

215 

8/10 

GLA 45 AMG 4MATIC 

$79,430 

Four 

1585 

7.5 

2.0/4 

265 

450 

4.8 

215 

8/10 


ANCAP Also try: Audi Q3 


S-GLASS 


Merc’s iconic uber-limo just keeps on trucking. Refined, reserved, 
at ease with technology, it’s still up there with the best of the best. 



PRIGE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Best! S 63 AMG SA 7sp 5.5TT $384,530 Rear 2045 10.2 

5.5/8 

430 

900 

4.8 

250 

7/10 

^ S 300 Hybrid $1 95,000 S350 BlueTEC sedan SWB/LWB $21 5,000/$222,500 

S 500 BlueTEC sedan SWB/LWB $284,530/$309,530 S600L $414,530 




Also try: Audi A8, BMW 7 Series, Jaguar XJ, Lexus LS 






- ITl 


G-GLASS 


Take a leviathan off-roader from the eighties, add some chrome and 
AMG badges, then sell it to cashed-up celebs. Well done, Mercedes... 




PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

G 350 BlueTEC 4dr 3.0DT 

$149,330 

Four 

2300 

11.2 

3.0/6 

155 

540 

9.1 

6/10 

G 55 AMG 4drSA5sp 5.5S 

$231,730 

Four 

2580 

15.9 

5.5/8 

373 

700 

5.5 

8/10 


Also try: BMW X6, Range Rover Vogue, Porsche Cayenne 



Reliably brilliant little icon with exceptional driving dynamics and 
a premium pricetag. Can be ruined by the options list however. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

One man 6sp 1.2 

$24,950 

Front 

1090 

4.9 

1.2/3 

75 

180 

9.9 


7/10 

One 5-Door man 6sp 1.2 

$26,050 

Front 

1140 

5.0 

1.2/3 

75 

180 

9.9 


7/10 

Cooper man 6sp 2.0T 

$26,650 

Front 

1115 

4.7 

1.5/3 ' 

100 

220 

7.9 

228 

7/10 

Cooper D man 6sp 2.0T 

$31,800 

Front 

1150 

3.7 

1.5/3 

85 

270 

9.2 

228 

228 

7/10 

7/10 

Cooper S man 6sp 2.0T 

$36,950 

Front 

1175 

5.9 

2.0/4 

141 

280 

6.8 

John Cooper Works man 6sp 2.0T $47,400 

Front 

1220 

6.7 

2.0/4 

170 

320 

6.3 

228 

8/10 
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MERCEDES-MIN 









The wilfully different Mini. Small and impractical with silly doors back 
and side. Not a complete gimmick, though. Some might find it useful. 





The new one gets more fruit inside, more power, better fuel economy 
and tows more. But despite its name, it still isn’t a moon of Neptune. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Cooper man 6sp 1.6i 

$34,900 

Front 

1145 

5.9 

1.6/4 

90 

160 

9.8 

6/10 

GLX single cab man 6sp 2.4DT 

$24,490 

Rear 

1555 

7.0 

2.4/4 

133 

430 

7/10 

Cooper S man 6sp 1 .6T 

$43,900 

Front 

1205 

6.3 

1.6/4 

135 

240 

7.5 

6/10 

GLX dual cab man 6sp 2.4DT 

$36,990 

Four 

1930 

7.2 

2.4/4 

133 

430 

7/10 

JCWman 6spl.6T 

$51,800 

Front 

1205 

7.1 

1.6/4 

155 

260 

6.8 

-/10 

Exceed dual cab 5sp auto 2.4DT 

$47,490 

Four 

1965 

7.6 

2.4/4 

133 

430 

7/10 


The Mini bulks up to become a sort of mild crossover with 
the option of four-wheel drive. No one is quite sure why. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IODkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Cooper S man 6sp 1 .6T 

$42,250 

Front 

1310 

6.6 

1.6/4 

135 

240 

7.6 

4/10 

Cooper SD ALL4 man 6sp 2.0DT 

$46,990 

Four 

1395 

4.9 

2.0/4 

105 

305 

9.4 

5/10 

JCWman 6spl.6T 

$56,800 

Four 

1405 

8.0 

1.6/4 

160 

280 

7.0 

7/10 

1 ^ Cooper man 6 sp ' 

l.6i$34,150 Cooper 

- D man 6sp 1 .6DT $$36,950 Cooper S ALL4 man 6sp 1 .6T $45,50o| 


GLX dual cab 2WD auto $35,990; GLX single cab chassis $32,490; GLX Club cab chassis $35,290 


ANCAP Also try; Toyota HiLux, VW Amarok 


Favourite of the Grey Nomad, the Pajero has slowly evolved 
to be a pretty fair 4WD. The Land Rover’s still safe though. 



ANCAP try: Audi A3, VW Golf, Ford Fiesta ST 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

GLX wagon 4dr man 5sp 3.2DT 

$50,990 

Four 

2283 

6.4 

3.2/4 

147 

441 

6/10 

GLS wagon 4dr SA 3.2DT 

$58,990 

Four 

2325 

9 

3.2/4 

147 

441 

6/10 

Exceed wagon 4dr SA 5sp 3.2DT 

$65,990 

Four 

2347 

9 

3.2/4 

147 

441 

6/10 



|£"anCAP Also try; Toyota LandCruiser, Land Rover Discovery 4, Nissan Patrol 


MITSUBISHI 



Parsimonious P-platers rejoice - Mitsubishi’s entry-level 
light car is back with some very sharp pricing. 



Diminutive all-electric four-door city car that runs on the 
same sort of batteries as your mobile phone. Impressive. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 


D-1DD MAX RATING 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

ES hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.2i 

$11,490 

Front 

865 

4.6 

1.2/3 

57 

100 

5/10 

ES sedan 4dr man 5sp 1.2i 

$14,490 

Front 

865 

4.9 

1.2/3 

57 

100 

5/10 

LS hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.2i 

$12,990 

Front 

925 

4.6 

1.2/3 

57 

100 

5/10 


Hatchback 5dr EV 


$48,800 Rear 1080 


Electric 49 180 15.9 


5/10 


’ Also try; VW Up, Nissan Micra, Ford Fiesta 


JJancap 


Also try; Switching to green energy - otherwise it’ll come from dirty coal 


A 'city-dwelling’ Outlander that covers a lot of bases. 

It looks pretty good and drives well, but it’s a bit of a beige car. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW 

LS Hatchback 5dr man 5sp 2.0i $24,990 Front 1345 7.7 2.0/4 110 

LS Hatchback 5dr CVT 6sp 2.0i $26,990 Front 1440 8.1 2.0/4 110 


LS Hatch 5drSA6sp2.2DT 4x4 $31,990 XLS hatch 5dr CVT 4x2 2.0i $31,490 
XLS hatch 5dr CVT 4x4 2.2DT $36,490 


ANCAP Also try; Nissan Dual is, Peugeot 3008 



The latest generation Micra has lost the funky frog 
look and embraced blandness. Thanks Nissan. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

ST hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.2i 

'"$13,490 

Front 

942 

5.9 

1.2/3 

56 

100 

5/10 

ST-L hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.2i 

$15,490 

Front 

962 

5.9 

UlV 

56 

loF - 

5/10 

Ti hatch 5dr auto 4sp 1 .2i 

$18,990 

Front 

987 

5.9 

1.2/3 

56 

100 

5/10 


Small, ageing sedan without a replacement in sight. Strip away the turbo 
4x4 madness and shouting and you’re left with a reasonable run-about. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW 


D-1DD MAX RATING 


ES sedan man 5sp 2.0i 
XLS sedan man 5sp 2.4i 


$18,990 

$26,490 


Front 1320 
Front 1309 


7.7 

8.7 


2.0/4 

2.4/4 


113 

125 


198 

226 


6/10 

6/10 


ANCAP Also try; VW Polo, Honda Jazz, Ford Fiesta 


PULSAR 


The Pulsar name is back from the dead after its questionable change 
to Tiida in 2006. Thankfully there’s no Kim Cattrall ads this time. 


Evo sedan 5sp 2.0T 


$52,990 Four 1625 10.6 2.0/4 


8/10 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


.iJ LS sedan man 5sp 2.0i $20,990 Ralliart sedan 2.0T $37,490 

Evo sedan MR TC SST MA 6sp 2.0T $58,990 Sportback variants 


ANCAP Also try; Mazda3/6, Ford Mondeo, Subaru Impreza 


ST sedan 4dr man 6sp 1.8i 

$19,990 

Front 

1226 

7.2 

1.8/4 

96 

174 

6/10 

Ti sedan 4drCVT1.8i 

$29,990 

Front 

1258 

6.7 

1.8/4 

96 

174 9.5 

6/10 

SSS hatch man 6sp 1.6T 

$29,790 

Front 

1304 

7.7 

1.6/4 

140 

240 

7/10 



ST hatch man 6sp 1.8i $19,290 ST-L hatch man 6sp 1.8i $22,590 ST-S hatch man 6sp 1.6T $25,490 


Good family hauler for the price, though not as refined as some of the 
competition. Upper spec models come with seven seats: bravo. 


LS man 5sp 2.0i 


$28,490 


DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 
Front 1410 7.0 2.0/4 


0-100 MAX RATING 

7/10 


ANCAP iVl^l^TlVl^Also try; Mazda3, Ford Focus, VW Golf, Renault Megane 

The imposter of V8 Supercars has finally hit the road. 

Sadly there’s no V8 option for this version, though. 



XLS CVT 2.4i 


$36,490 Four 1535 7.2 2.4/4 124 220 


7/10 


Exceed SA 2.2D 


$46,490 Four 1630 6.2 2.2/4 110 360 


7/10 


;si LS CVT FWD 2.0i $30,490, XLS FWD CVT 2.0i $33,490, LS 4WD 2.4i $33,490, 

Exceed 4WD CVT 2.4i $43,490, XLS 4WD 2.2D $39,490 


ANCAP ik:^krkikik. Also try; Peugeot 4007, Nissan X-Trail, Subaru Forester 


CHALLENGER 


What looks to be a Triton with a wagon body, with Challenger Space 
Shuttle-esque results. Can tow the moon. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

ST sedan 4dr CVT 2.5i 

$29,990 

Front 

1435 

7.5 

2.5/4 

127 

230 

6/10 

Ti-S sedan 4dr CVT 3.5i 

$45,490 

Front 

1536 

9.3 

3.5/6 

183 

312 

6/10 


Also try: Ford Mondeo, Honda Accord, Toyota Camry, Mazda6 


Muscular two-seat sportscar with lots of tech-heavy touches 
(Synchro-Rev for a start) and tail-happy dynamics. Fun. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 


PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

4WD5drman 5sp 2.5DT 

$42,490 

Four 

1990 

8.3 

2.5/4 

131 

400 

5/10 

Coupe man 6sp 3.7i 

$56,930 

Rear 1495 

10.5 

3.7/6 

245 

363 

5.7 

8/10 

4WD5drSA5sp 2.5DT 

$44,990 

Four 

2000 

9.8 

2.5/4 

131 

350 

5/10 

Roadster 2dr man 6sp 3.7i 

$65,930 

Rear 1608 

11.2 

3.7/6 

245 

363 

- 

7/10 

LS 4WD 5dr SA 5sp 2.5DT 

$49,990 

Four 

2000 

9.8 

2.5/4 

131 

350 

5/10 

Also try: BMW Z4, Audi TT, Porsche Cayman/Boxster, Mercedes SLK 







ANCAP Also try; Anything else 



A supercar for the PlayStation Generation. Uber-techy 
and violently capable, it’s a ruthless speed machine. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Coupe 2dr SA 6sp 3.8TT 

$172,000 

Four 

1699 

11.7 

3.8/6 

404 

628 

2.7 

9/10 


Also try: Porsche 911, BMW M3, Audi RS5 


FOR MORE REVIEWS. ROAOTESTS. VIOEOS ANO FIRST ORIVES, GO TO TOPGEAR.GOM/AO 













Clever little SUV crossover that looks like. ..well, looks like 
nothing else we can think of. Very nice, if a little odd. 



PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

ST 5spd man 1.6i 

$22,090 

From 

1.6/4 

86 

158 

6/10 

ST-S 5spd man 1.6T 

$28,490 

From 

1.6/4 

140 

240 

6/10 

Ti-S CVT 1 .6T 

$32,490 

Four 

1.6/4 

140 

240 

6/10 


I? ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try; Ford EcoSport, Holden Trax, Peugeot 2008 


ASHQAI 


This replaces the Dualis - and is better than it in every way, save that name, 
which comes from a nomadic Persian tribe, but looks like cheating at Scrabble. 



ST 5-seat man 6sp 2.0i 


PRICE 

$25,850 


DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 
Front 1372 7.7 2.0/4 


KW 

106 


NM 0-100 MAX 
200 


RATING 

7/10 


TS 5-seat CVT 1.6DT 

‘ ANCAP Also try; Kia Sportage, Hyundai ix35 


1,200 Front 1556 4.9 1.6/4 96 320 


7/10 


The Murano isn’t a bad unit, and not short of fruit inside, but for 
that price, a Land Rover or Audi starts looking very attractive... 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

ST 4dr CVT 6tp 3.5.i 

$48,990 

Four 

1795 

10.9 

3.5/6 

191 

336 

7/10 

Ti 4dr CVT 6sp 3.5i 

$60,240 

Four 

1832 

10.9 

3.5/6 

191 

336 

8/10 


Also try; Audi 05 BMW X3, LR Freelander 


X-THAE 


Updated mid-size SUV with plenty of engine and configuration 
options - five-seat or seven, front- or all-wheel-drive. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

ST 4dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$27,990 

From 

1437 

8.2 

2.0/4 

106 

200 

-/10 

5T‘L A4r CVT 

$36,190 

From 

1487 

7.9 

2.5/4 

126 

226 

-/10 

TI Adr CVT 2, SI 

$44,680 

Four 

1574 

8.3 

2.5/4 

126 

226 

-/10 

|S| STandST-Lseven-seaterFWD2.5LCVT | 


ANCAP Also try; Land Rover Freelander, Mitsubishi Outlander, Mazda CX-7 


PATHFINDER 


More models than Leo DiCaprio’s phone book, including hybrid options. 
But nomads be warned: check the towing capacity before you choose. 



PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

ST4drCVT3.5i $39,990 

From 1920 

9.9 

3.5/6 

190 

325 

-/10 

Ti 4dr CVT 3.5i $65,090 

Four 2065 

10.2 

3.5/6 

190 

325 

-/10 

1 ST-L 2WD/4WD $50,490/$54,490 ST/Ti 4WD $44,490/$60,990 Hybrid r 

nodels 




ANCAP Also try; Toyota LandCruiser, Mitsubishi Pajero, Mazda CX-9 



Lumbering beast with a sweet-sounding petrol V8. 
but boy, it loves a drink. No diesel scheduled, ever. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

ST 4dr SA 7sp 5.6i 

$82,690 

Four 

2645 

14.5 

5.6/8 

298 

560 

4/10 

Ti 4drSA 7sp 5.6i 

$93,390 

Four 

2706 

14.5 

5.6/8 

298 

560 

5/10 

Ti-L4dr SA 7sp 5.6i 

$114,490 

Four 

2735 

14.5 

5.6/8 

298 

560 

5/10 


ANCAP Also try; Land Rover Defender, Toyota LandCruiser 



As approved by tradies everywhere, it’s a strong 
work truck for your work kit and eskies. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

RX dual cab man 6sp 2.5DT 

$31,390 

Rear 

1887 

9.1 

2.5/4 

126 

403 

4/10 

ST-X 550 dual cab SA 7sp 3.0DT 

$61,490 

Four 

2246 

9.3 

3.0/6 

170 

550 

4/10 


ST d/cab man 6sp 2.5DT 4x4 $47,290 ST-X dual cab 4dr V6 auto $56,990 Single cab. King cab models 


ANCAP Also try; Toyota HiLux, Mitsubishi Triton, Holden Colorado 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Allure 5drSA 6sp 1.6T 

$35,990 

From 

1555 

7.7 

1.6/4 

115 

240 

9.5 

6/10 

Allure HDi 5drSA 6sp 2.0DT 

$42,990 

From 

1614 

6.7 

2.0/4 

120 

340 

10.2 

6/10 


XSE HDi 5dr SA 6sp 2.0DT $39,490 XTE 5dr SA 6sp 1 .6T $39,490 


ANCAP Also try; Nissan Dualis, Hyundai ix35, Kia Sportage 
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NIS8AN-PEUGE0T 









PEUGEOT-PROTON 


Peugeot’s stunning small coupe that hopefully marks a renaissance 
for the brand. Good-looking, but odd interior packaging remains. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOGkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe man 6sp 2.0DT 

$58,990 

Front 

1445 

5.3 2.0/4 

120 

340 

8.2 

220 

7/10 

Coupe man 6sp 1.6T 

$58,990 

Front 

1372 

6.9 1.6/4 

147 

275 

7.5 

240 

7/10 

R Coupe SA 6sp 1.6T 

$68,990 

Front 

1355 

6.3 1.6/4 

199 

330 

5.9 

250 

7/10 

Also try: Audi TT, maybe an Alfa Romeo Brera 


Unexpectedly won European Car Of The Year, but after driving it, you’ll see 





why. Not perfect, but excellent, and a worthy competitor to the VW Golf. 






PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGDkm ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Access hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.2T 

$21,990 

Front 

1090 

4.6 1.2/3 

96 

230 

9.6 

207 

8/10 

Active hatch 5dr auto 6sp 1.2T 

$27,340 

Front 

1090 

4.6 1.2/3 

96 

230 

9.6 

207 

8/10 

Allure hatch 5dr auto 6sp 2.0DT 

$34,790 

Front 

1310 

4.1 1.6/4 

110 

370 

8.6 

211 

8/10 


Access hatchback 1 .2T auto 6sp $23,990 Allure hatchback 1 .2T auto 6sp $30,490 
Allure wagon 2.0DT auto 6sp $37,490 


ANCAP Also try: Ford Focus, Honda Civic, Renault Megane, Citroen C4, Volkswagen Golf 



Congratulations Peugeot. It’s only taken you 25 years to recapture 
the 205 magic. The 208 is light, likeable and French. In a good way. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Active hatch 5dr man 5sp 1.2i 

$18,490 

Front 

948 

4.7 

1.2/3 

60 

118 

13.9 

175 

5/10 

Allure 3dr man 6sp 1.6T 

$21,990 

Front 

1063 

5.8 

1.6/4 

115 

240 

8.1 

215 

5/10 

GTi 3dr man 6sp 1.6T 

$29,990 

Front 

1133 

5.9 

1.6/4 

147 

275 

6.8 

230 

8/10 

1 ^ Active hatch 1.6i $21,490 Allure Premium hatch 1.6i $26,490 | 


12/ Also try: Renault Clio, Ford Fiesta, VW Polo, Opel Corsa 


Peugeot’s replacement for the 407 is actually quite 
nice in a fairly average, front-wheel-drive-sedan way. 




PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Active sedan SA 6sp 1 .6T 

$36,990 

Front 1485 

7.1 

1.6/4 240 240 9.2 

220 

6/10 

GT sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.2DT 

$52,990 

Front 1540 

5.7 

2.2/4 150 450 

- 

6/10 


Allure wagon 2.0DT $45,990 GT Luxury sedan 2.2DT $58,590 Active e-HDi sedan SA 6sp 1 .6DT $37,490 


^ANCAP Also try: Ford Mondeo, VW Passat, Subaru Liberty 

High-rise supermini that’s the result of giving a 208 automotive 
Viagra. It’s a little mashup which just about works. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

1.2 Vti Active Petrol Man 

$21,990 

Front 

1022 

4.9 

1.2/3 

60 

118 

13.5 

169 

7/10 

1.6 Vti Allure Petrol Man 

$27,990 

Front 

1053 

5.9 

1.6/4 

88 

160 

9.5 

196 

7/10 

1.6 e-Hdi Outdoor Man 

$31,990 

Front 

1131 

4.0 

1.6/4 

68 

230 

11.5 

181 

7/10 

1 Sj 1.6 Vti Active Petrol Auto $24,990 1 

.6 Vti Allure Petrol Auto $29,990 




:r3 


Also try: Holden Trax, Ford EcoSport, Nissan Juke 

IDU 

The French version of the Mitsubishi ASX, so it’s another Japanese soft- 
roader with Peugeot soft-touches in the cabin. See a pattern here? 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX RATING 

Active wagon 5dr man 5sp 2.0i 

$28,990 

Front 

1375 

7 

2.0/4 

110 

197 

9.3 

5/10 

Active wagon 5dr man 5sp 2.0i 

$30,990 

Four 

1440 

7.9 

2.0/4 

110 

197 

9.9 

5/10 

Allure wagon 5dr CVT 2.0 

$38,490 

Four 

1470 

8.1 

2.0/4 

100 

197 

10.9 

5/10 


Also try: Mazda CX-5, VW Tiguan 


Large seven-seat MPV that looks pretty good and does everything a family 
might want, although it’s less brilliant to drive. Prefer five seats? Try a 3008. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Active 5dr 6sp SA 1.6T 

$36,990 

Front 

1565 

7.6 

1.6/4 

115 

240 

11.1 

195 

-/10 

Active 5dr 6sp SA 2.0DT 

$40,490 

Front 

1694 

6.3 

2.0/4 

120 

340 

11.8 

190 

6/10 


['' Also try: Kia Carnival, Fiat Freemont, Dodge Journey 


PDRSGHE 


Sporting SUV that’s extremely capable but still insanely hard 
to look at. The Turbo bends physics into balloon animals. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

5dr tiptronic 8sp 3.0DT 

$104,700 

Four 

2030 

10.4 

3.0/6 

220 

400 

7.5 

230 

7/10 

S 5dr tiptronic 8sp 4.8i 

$139,900 

Four 

2065 

11.1 

4.8/8 

294 

500 

5.9 

258 

7/10 

Turbo 5dr tiptronic 8sp 4.8TT 

$230,800 

Four 

2170 

12.2 

4.8/8 

368 

700 

4.7 

278 

8/10 


J S 3.0DT $143,200 S Hybrid 5drtip 8sp 3.0S/34kW $139,200 

GTS 5dr tip 8sp 4.81 $1 50,400 Turbo S 5dr tip 8sp 4.8TT $259,600 


Also try: Range Rover Vogue and Sport, BMW X5 and X6, Audi Q7 


Four-door, four-seat 'family’ Porsche. Very fast, 
very ugly and quite difficult to fall in love with. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Panamera 4dr PDK 7sp 3.6i 

$204,600 

Rear 

1760 

9.3 

3.6/6 

220 

400 

6.3 

259 

7/10 

GTS 4dr PDK 7sp 4.8i 

$320,100 

Four 

1920 

10.9 

4.8/8 

316 

520 

4.5 

288 

7/10 

Turbo S 4dr PDK 7sp 4.8TT 

$444,600 

Four 

1930 

11.5 

4.8/8 

405 

750 

3.8 

306 

7/10 


Diesel PDK 8sp 3.0DT $208,400 4 PDK 7sp 3.61 $216,800 4S PDK 7sp 4.81 $301,100 
S PDK 7sp 4.81 $288,900 S Hybrid PDK 8sp 3.01 $285,300 Turbo PDK 7sp 4.8TT $383,400 


Also try: Aston Martin Rapide, Bentley Continental, Maserati Quattroporte 


BOXSTER 


One of the greatest sports roadsters on sale today. 
Just forgo the baseball cap, thanks. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Convertible man 6sp 2.7i 

$102,800 

Rear 

1310 

8.2 

2.7/6 

195 

280 

5.8 

264 

7/10 

S convertible man 6sp 3.4i 

$128,900 

Rear 

1320 

8.8 

3.4/6 

232 

360 

5.1 

279 

7/10 

GTS convertible man 6sp 3.4i 

$145,500 

Rear 

1320 

8.8 

3.4/6 

232 

360 

5.1 

279 

7/10 


Also try: Audi TT Roadster, Nissan 370Z Roadster, BMW Z4 




Looks like a hardtop Boxster, feels like a small 91 1 . Possibly the most 



usable fast car on the planet in the real world. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe man 6sp 2.7i 

$106,100 

Rear 

1310 

8.2 

2.7/6 

192 

280 

5.8 

*264 

10/10 

S coupe man 6sp 3.4i 

$139,400 

Rear 

1320 

8.8 

3.4/6 

232 

360 

5.1 

279 

10/10 


Also try: BMW Z4, Audi TT, Nissan 370Z 


The iconic sports car just keeps on getting better. Latest versions 
combine bombproof reliability, usability and pace that few can match. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe man 7sp 3.4i 

$208,600 

Rear 

1455 

9 

3.4/6 

257 

390 

4.8 

289 

9/10 

Coupe S man 7sp 3.8i 

$245,200 

Rear 

1470 

9.5 

3.8/6 

294 

440 

4.5 

304 

9/10 

Cabrio S man 7sp 3.8i 

$267,200 

Rear 

1540 

9.7 

3.8/6 

294 

440 

4.7 

301 

9/10 

1 ^ Cabrio man 7sp 3.4i $229,900 

4WD variants Turbo $366,500 

Turbo S $466,900 




Also try: Aston Martin Vantage, Jaguar XK, Audi R8 


PROTON 


Cheap as chips, but not as good as chips. Far from polished, but the 
generous warranty and capped servicing is mildly persuasive. 





PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GX sedan 4dr man 5sp 1 .61 

$15,490 

Front 

1325 

7.2 

1.6/4 

80 

150 

12 

180 

5/10 

GXR sedan 4dr man 5sp 1.6T 

$22,990 

Front 

1356 

8.6 

1.6/4 

103 

205 

9.6 

190 

5/10 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: VW Golf, Honda Civic, Mazda3 



Australia’s cheapest seven-seater? You’d be better off selling a couple of 
kids and trading up. Still, worth a look for big families with a tight budget. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GXSdr CVT 1.6T 

$25,990 

Front 

1475 

8.3 

1.6/4 

103 

205 

11.3 

185 

5/10 

GXR SdrCVT 1.6T 

$27,990 

Front 

1485 

8.3 

1.6/4 

103 

205 

11.3 

185 

5/10 


■ ANCAP Also try: Kia Rondo, Honda Odyssey 


FOR MORE REVIEWS, ROAOTESTS, VI0E08 ANO FIRST ORIVES, GO TO TOPGEAR.GOM/AU 








Uninspiring “not too” hatch: not too terrible, not too expensive, not too 



rwi 


A cut-price Rolls? Not really. There’s still luxury here by the 




PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-1GG 

MAX _ 

RATING 

PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-1GG MAX 

RATING 

GX5drCVT1.6T 

$2D,ggD 

Front 

1355 

8.8 

1.6/4 

1D3 

2D5 

g.g 

igD 

6/ID 

Sedan 4dr auto 8sp 6 . 6 TT $645, DDD 

Rear 

247D 

13.6 

6.6/12 

42D 

78D 

4.g 

8/ID 

GXRSdrCVT 1.6T 

$25,7gD 

Front 

137D 

8.8 

1.6/4 

1D3 

2D5 

g.g 

igD 

6/ID 

Also try: Bentley Mulsanne, errm... 










"^ANCAP Also try; VW Golf, Honda Civic 



Another fresh Euro offering in the hotly contested hatch market. 
The scorching RS version is the one you want. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-1GG 

MAX 

RATING 

Authentique man 5sp 0.9T 

$16,7gD 

Front 

iDig 

4.5 

D.g/3 

66 

135 

12.2 

182 

7/ID 

Dynamique SA 6 sp 1 .2T 

m,m 

Front 

11D4 

5.2 

1.2/4 

86 

igD 

g.4 

igg 

7/ID 

RS Cup Trophy 6 sp SA 1.6T 

$36,7gD 

Front 

1218 

6.3 

1.6/4 

147 

24D 

6.7 

23D 

8/ID 


Expression man 5sp 0.9T $17,790 Expression SA 6sp 1.2T $19,790 RS Sport 1.6T $28,790 
RS Cup $31 ,290 RS Sport Trophy $34,290 


Also try: VW Polo, Ford Fiesta 


It’s lost the fat bum, which is a Good Thing. Better build quality 
now, with decent engines and ride quality. The RS looks great. 




PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm ENGINE 

KW NM G-1GG 

MAX 

RATING 

Authentique hatch man 6 sp 1.2" 

r $2D,ggD 

Front 

- 

5.6 1.2/4 

37 2D5 ID.g 

- 

6/ID 

GT-Line Wagon 2.0T 

$34,ggD 

Front 

i4gg 

7.3 2.D/4 

162 34D 7.6 

24D 

8/ID 

Sport 265 3dr man 6 sp 2.0T 

$43,ggD 

Front 

1374 

8.2 2.D/4 

135 36D 6.D 

- 

8/ID 

Sport 265 Cup Premium $47,990 Coupe-Cabriolet models 

GT-Line hatch 2.0i/1.5D $26,490/$28,990 Privilege hatch 2.0i/1.5D $29,990/$32,490 Wagon models 


IJanCAP ☆☆l^l^WV(5dr) Also try: Ford Focus, Honda Civic 


FLUENGE 


It’s a case of hit-and-miss for Renault. Hits include 
the new Megane Sport. This is more of a miss. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM G-1GG 

MAX 

RATING 

Dynamique sedan man 6 sp 2.0i 

$23,143 

Front 

1328 

8.2 

2.D/4 

1D2 

135 

- 

6/ID 

Privilege sedan CVT 2.0i 

$33,238 

Front 

1363 

7.3 

2.D/4 

1D3 

135 


6/ID 


Also try: Mazda3, VW Jetta 


LATITUDE 



Renault’s newest crack at our big car market is stuffed full of tech for 
a low price. Can this turn around the current funk of big French cars? 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IGGkm ENGINE 

KW NM G-IGG 

MAX 

RATING 

Dynamique 4dr SA 6 sp 3.5i 

$38,433 

Front 

16DD 3.7 3.5/6 

133 235 

- 

6/ID 

Privilege sedan 4dr SA 6 sp 3.5i 

$44,433 

Front 

16DD 3.7 3.5/6 

133 235 

- 

6/ID 

1 Dynamique sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.0DT $37,490 Privilege Sedan 4dr SA 6sp 2.0DT $43,490 | 


I^^AIso try: Ford Mondeo, Honda Accord, Citroen C5 

unr 



It’s another soft-roader for the overfull SUV sector. 
At least you’re spoiled for choice. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM G-IGG 

MAX 

RATING 

Expression 4dr man 6 sp 2.5i 

$27,333 

Front 

1553 

3.6 

2.5/4 

126 

226 

- 

5/ID 

Bose 4dr CVT 2.5i 

$35,333 

Front 

- 

3.6 

2.5/4 

126 

226 

- 

5/ID 

Privilege 4dr CVT 2.5i 

$45,243 

Four 

1613 

3.5 

2.5/4 

126 

226 

- 

6/ID 


Bose 4dr 6sp auto 2.0DT $437,990 Bose 4dr CVT 4x4 2.5i $41 ,490 
Privilege 4dr 6sp auto 2.0DT $47,240 


ANCAP Also try: Mitsubishi Outlander, Peugeot 4008, Toyota RAV4 



Luxury British land-yacht which manages to drive as well as it soothes. 
Opulence doesn’t come much better than this. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGG 

MAX 

RATING 

Sedan 4dr auto 6 sp 6.7i 

$1,D75,DDD 

Rear 

2485 

15.3 

6.7/12 

338 

72D 

5.3 

- 

8/ID 

LWB sedan auto 6 sp 6.7i 

$1,25D,DDD 

Rear 

266D 

15.3 

6.7/12 

338 

72D 

5.3 

- 

8/ID 

Drophead conv. auto 6 sp 6.7i 

$1,35D,DDD 

Rear 

262D 

15.3 

6.7/12 

338 

72D 

5.7 

- 

g/1D 

Coupe 2dr auto 6 sp 6.7i 

$1,26D,DDD 

Rear 

25gD 

15.7 

6.7/12 

338 

72D 

5.8 

- 

g/1D 


Continues the haunting nomenclature of the current Rolls range 
by being a faster but slightly less-practicable version of the Ghost. 




PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGG 

MAX 

RATING 

Coupe 2dr auto 8 sp 6 . 6 TT 

$645,DDD 

Rear 

236D 

14.D 

6.6/12 

465 

8DD 

4.6 

25D 

g/iD 


Also try: Bentley Continental GT 



A car that people should consider when thinking of getting a Golf. 
Boot is huge, engines are good, prices are low. RS is really impressive. 


PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGG 

MAX 

RATING 

Ambition 103TSI 1.4T 

$21,6gD 

Front 

13D2 

5.7 

1.4/4 

1D3 

25D 

8.4 

215 

8/ID 

Ambition Plus 103TSI 1.4T 

$24,4gD 

Front 

134D 

5.7 

1.4/4 

1D3 

25D 

8.5 

212 

8/ID 

Elegance 11 OTDI 2.0DT 

$35,4gD 

Front 

1337 

4.3 

2.D/4 

11D 

32D 

8.6 

215 

8/ID 

RSI 62 TSI4drman 6 sp 2.0T 

$36,4gD 

Front 

1397 

6.4 

2.D/4 

162 

35D 

6.8 

248 

8/ID 

RS 135 TDI 4dr man DSG 2.0DT 

$33,736 

Front 

1462 

5.2 

2.D/4 

135 

38D 

8.2 

23D 

8/ID 

Ibsl Ambition 103TSI DSC 1.4T $23,990 Ambition Plus 103TSI DSC 1.4T $26,790 

|octavia Elegance 103TSI DSC 1.4T $32,190 Octavia Elegance 132TSI DSC 1.8T $34,690 Wagon n 

/ariants 

+$1350 



ANCAP Also try: Ford Mondeo, Mazda6 


OGTAVIA SCOUT 


A great way for active, pragmatic family car buyers to get into 
VW Group tech and quality at a more affordable price point. 


PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGG 

MAX 

RATING 

noTDI Manual 

$32,336 

Four 

1561 

5.3 

2.D/4 

11D 

34D 

3.1 

2D7 

8/ID 

132TSI DSG 

$38,536 

Four 

1557 

7.1 

1.8/4 

132 

28D 

7.8 

216 

8/ID 

135 TDI DSG 

$41,336 

Four 

1534 

5.3 

2.D/4 

135 

38D 

7.8 

213 

8/ID 


Also try: Subaru Outlander, Audi A4 Allroad 


The fact the name doesn’t sound too ironic on a Skoda tells you what 
you need to know. Huge rear legroom, good quality, bargain pricing. 



PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGG 

MAX 

RATING 

Ambition sedan DSG 7sp 1.8T 

$31,336 

Front 

1561 

7.3 

1.8/4 

118 

25D 

8.1 

22D 

7/ID 

Elegance sedan DSG 7sp 2.0DT 

$44,396 

Front 

16D5 

6.2 

2.D/4 

125 

35D 

8.8 

22D 

8/ID 

Ambition wagon DSG 7sp 1.8T 

$33,696 

Four 

1755 

1D.3 

3.6/6 

191 

35D 

6.5 

25D 

7/ID 

1 » Wagon variants | 


ANCAP Also try: Ford Mondeo, Mazda6 


It’s not the coolest name for a car. Luckily, the ride quality, 
price and funky looks more than make up for it. 


PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

G-IGG MAX 

RATING 

77TSI 5dr man 6 sp 1.2T 

$23,496 

Front 

138D 

6.6 

1.2/4 

77 

175 

11.8 

7/ID 

103TDI 4x4 5dr DSG 2.0DT 

$33,596 

Four 

1615 

6.2 

2.D/4 

1D3 

" 32 D 

9.9 

7/ID 


ANCAP Also try: Nissan Qashqai 



Skoda’s bid in the compact city car sector, this retro little 
hatch which, when specced nicely, is actually pretty funky. 


PRIGE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 


NM 

G-IGG MAX 

RATING 

77TSI hatch manual 

$15,996 

Front 

113D 

5.5 

1.2/4 

77 


175 

1D.1 

7/ID 

77TSI Monte Carlo hatch 

$18,296 

Front 

ll4D 

5.5 

1.2/4 

77 


175 

1D.1 

7/ID 

RS 132 hatch DSG 

$27,196 

Front 

1253 

6.2 

1.4/4 

132 


25D 

7.3 

7/ID 

1 RS 1 32 TSI wagon 5dr SA 7sp 1 .4TSI $28,1 90 77 ; TSI 

wagon 5dr man 

5sp 1.2T $16,990 



ANCAP Also try: Fiat 500, Mini Cooper, Citroen C3 


Also try: Small Caribbean island, ocean liner 
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PROTON-SKDDA 











SMART-SUBARU 


SMART 



Choice of street marketers who bank on its striking looks, 
it’s basically a car designed solely for the city. And hipsters. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 


NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


HEROES 


Pulse coupe 3dr SMac 5sp l.Oi $19,990 Rear 750 4.4 1.0/3 


5/10 


Pulse cab 3dr SMac 5sp l.Oi 


$22,990 Rear 790 4.4 1.0/3 


5/10 


j^ANCAP Also try; Toyota Yaris, Mitsubishi Colt, a pushbike 


8SANGV0NG 


Big, seven-seat SUV that had the chance to cover up its ugly stick 
scars with new generation, but decided it couldn’t be bothered. 



PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW 


Stavic 4dr auto 5sp 2.0DT 


$29,990 Rear 1992 7.8 2.0/4 


NM 0-100 MAX RATING 

360 - - -ntJ 


Also try; Fiat Freemont, Hyundai iMax, Kia Grand Carnival 



We wonder if designers style cars this hideous to try and imprint them 
on our memory. It hasn’t worked; the Actyon is still instantly forgettable. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 


NM 0-100 MAX RATING 


XDi wagon 4dr man 5sp 2.0DT $26,990 Four 1681 7.8 2.0/4 104 310 


3/10 


^^Iso try; Laser eye s 


SPORTS 


Recipe: take HiLux. Add ugly. Stir until under-powered. Garnish with 
ironic name. Hey presto! You have a pile of cheap Korean rubbish. 



PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM 0-100 MAX RATING 


Utility dual cab man 5sp 2. ODT $29,490 Four 1803 


2.0/4 


3/10 


ANCAP Also try; Nissan Navara, Mitsubishi Triton, Toyota HiLux 


There was something in the air that night, the stars were bright... Ko- 
rando. The best we can say is that it’s not as ugly as other Ssangyongs. 


Wagon 5dr man 6sp 2. ODT 


PRICE 

$27,990 


DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 
Front 1645 6 2.0/4 


KW 

129 



Wagon 5dr man 6sp 2. ODT 


$32,390 Four 1645 7.5 2.0/4 


6/10 


Also try; The usual suspects; i.e. Kia Sportage, Toyota RAV4, Hyundai ix35 


SUDARU 


Subaru’s nearly identical cousin to the 
Toyota 86 but with a few subtle differences. 


BRZ 2dr man 6sp 2.0i 


PRICE 

$37,150 


DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW 

Rear 1256 7.8 2.0/4 147 


NM 0-100 MAX RATING 
205 7.6 226 9/10 


BRZ 2drSA 6sp 2.0i 


$39,730 


1278 7.1 2.0/4 147 205 8.2 210 


9/10 


ANCAP Also try; Toyota 86 



Much improved over the model it replaces, and great value, 
but the base car’s dynamics should be better. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 


NM 0-100 MAX RATING 


Liberty 2.5i CVT 


$29,990 Four 1502 7.3 2.5/4 129 235 9.6 


7/10 


Liberty 2.5i Premium CVT 


5,490 


Four 1528 7.3 2.5/4 129 235 9.6 


7/10 


Liberty 3.6R $41,990 Four 1605 9.9 3.6/6 191 

ANCAP Also try; Ford Mondeo, Honda Accord, Mazda6 


7/10 



Believe it or not, the Impreza isn’t all about ballistic rally-replicas. It’s also 
a mundane sedan and hatchback. But forget those... we want rally replicas. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM 0-100 MAX RATING 


Hatch 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 
Sedan 4dr man 6sp 2.0i-L 


$23,990 

$25,300 


Four 1345 
Four 1335 


2.0/4 

2.0/4 


110 

110 


196 

196 


10.5 

10.5 


6/10 

6/10 


sedan 2.0i $23,990 (CVT $25,990), hatch 2.0i-L $25,300 (CVT $27,300) hatch/sedan 2.0i $30,990 


ANCAP Also try; Mitsubishi Lancer, Ford Focus 



FOR MORE REVIEWS, ROAOTESTS, VI0E08 ANO FIRST ORIVES, 00 TO TOPGEAR.GOM/AU 







Ml 


Big dynamic improvements, impressive standard spec, and sharp price 
offset by slower acceleration, and brakes that still need work. 


The little 4WD that could recently celebrated its 40th birthday downunder, 
and was the envy of her friends by not getting fatter over the years. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

WRX 4drman 6sp 2.0T 

$38,990 

Four 

1424 

9.2 

2.0/4 

197 

350 

6.0 

7/10 

Sierra hardtop 3dr man 5sp 1 .3i $20,490 

Four 

1060 

7.3 

1.3/4 

62.5 

110 

4/10 


WRX Premium 4dr man 5sp 2.0T $43,990 Four 1424 9.2 2.0/4 197 350 6.0 


7/10 


Also try: A quad bike 


WRX Premium 4dr CVT 2.0T 


$45,990 Four 1482 8.0 2.0/4 197 350 6.0 


7/10 


WRX sedan CVT 2.0T $40,990 


" ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: Mitsubishi Lancer EVO X, Ford Focus ST 


Quieter, more efficient, and dynamically superior to 
the outgoing model, but the diesel needs more grunt. 



Looks like an off-roader but doesn’t go like one, or feel 
as well-built as it should. And it feels cheap, which it is. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Outback 2.5i CVT 

$35,990 

Four 

1597 

7.3 

2.5/4 

129 

235 

10.2 

- 

8/10 

Outback 2.0D CVT 

$37,490 

Four 

1684 

6.3 

2.5/4 

110 

350 

9.7 

- 

8/10 

Outback 3.6R 

$47,990 

Four 

1702 

9.9 

3.6/6 

191 

350 

7.6 

- 

8/10 

1 ISl 2.5i Premiui 

m CVT $41,490; 2.0D manual $35,490; 2.0D Premium manual $41,490 


1 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Hardtop 3dr man 5sp 4x4 2.4i 

$24,990 

Four 

1524 

8.8 

2.4/4 

122 

225 

4/10 

Sport 5dr man 5sp 4x4 2.4i 

$30,490 

Four 

1655 

8.9 

2.4/4 

122 

225 

4/10 

Prestige 5dr auto 4sp 2.4i 

$38,990 

Four 

1670 

9.9 

2.4/4 

122 

225 

6/10 

1 ^ Urban wagon 2WD 5dr man 

1 DDiS wagon 5dr auto 5sp 1 .9D $34,990 

5sp/auto 5sp 4x4 2.4i $26,490/$28,490 




ANCAP Also try: Land Rover Freelander, Nissan X-Trail, Honda CR-V 


E'anCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: Skoda Octavia Scout, Volvo XC60 


FORESTER 


Soft-roader has gone squidgy with age, so it’s no longer a farmer’s 
secret weapon. Based on an Impreza, but doesn’t go like one. 



Apparently translating roughly to 'omen’, the Kizashi is a warning 
to ubiquitous Mazda and Toyota that Suzuki is on the up and up. 




PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Wagon 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$29,990 

Four 1458 

7.2 

2.0/4 

110 

198 

10.6 

- 

6/10 

Wagon 5dr man 6sp 2.0DT 

$35,490 

Four 1510 

5.9 

2.0/4 

108 

350 

10.2 

- 

6/10 

XT Premium SdrCVT 2.0T 

$50,490 

Four 1607 

8.5 

2.0/4 

177 

350 

7.5 


6/10 

^ 5dr CVT 2.5i $32,990 5dr man 6sp2.0i-L $33,490 5dr CVT 2.5i-L $35,990 I 

5dr CVT 2.5i-S $43,990 5dr man 6sp 2.0D-L $37,490 5dr man 6sp 2.0D-S $43,990 XT 5dr CVT 2.0T $43,490 | 

^ANCAP Also try: Land Rover Freelander, Nissan X-Trail, Toyota 1 

RAV4 




1 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Sport Touring sedan man 6sp 2.4i 

$28,990 

Front 

1445 

7.9 

2.4/4 

131 

230 

7/10 

Sport Prestige sedan man 6sp 2.4i 

$37,990 

Front 

1490 

7.9 

2.4/4 

131 

230 

7/10 

Sport AWD sedan CVT Isp 2.4i 

$39,990 

Four 

1600 

8.4 

2.4/4 

131 

230 

7/10 


ANCAP Also try: Mazda6, Hyundai i45 



TOYOTA 


Stick an Impreza on stilts and funk up the exterior, and you’re most of 
the way here. It is a fine-looking thing, but cricket test matches are faster. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$28,490 

Four 

1390 

7.3 

2.0/4 

110 

196 

10.5 

6/10 

L 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$31,990 

Four 

1405 

7.3 

2.0/4 

110 

196 

10.5 

6/10 

S 5dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$34,490 

Four 

1415 

7.3 

2.0/4 

110 

196 

10.5 

6/10 


The most important Toyota in the past decade - a pure driver’s 
car. And hopefully the start of a cool-car revival. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GT coupe 2dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$29,990 

Rear 

1222 

7.8 

2.0/4 

147 

205 

7.6 

226 

9/10 

GTS coupe 2dr man 6sp 2.0i 

$36,490 

Rear 

1222 

7.8 

2.0/4 

147 

205 

7.6 

226 

9/10 


■; ANCAP Also try: Land Rover Freelander, Nissan X-Trail, Toyota RAV4 


TRIBEGA 


Just what we need: another ugly SUV with off-road promises it can’t 
keep. What, was there a sale on these things? 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try: Mazda MX-5, Nissan 370Z, Subaru BRZ 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

R Premium 5drSA5sp3.6i $54,990 

Four 

1950 

11.6 

3.6/6 

190 350 8.9 

5/10 

SJanCAP Also try: Lexus RX, 

BMWX3, 

Audi A6 Allroad, 

Subaru Outback 

1 


Small and simple supermini doesn’t try to be anything else, 
though we kind of wish it did. Never mind, your nan will love it. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW 


D-1DD MAX RATING 


YR hatch 3dr man 5sp 1.3i 
ZR hatch 3dr man 5sp 1.5i 


$14,990 Front 1025 5.7 

$18,990 Front 1045 5.8 


1.3/4 

1.5/4 


121 

141 


5/10 

6/10 


|Best! ZR 5dr auto 4sp 1.5i 


$22,690 Front 1055 6.3 


1.5/4 


6/10 


SUZUKI 


GELERIO 


Sounds like a root vegetable (make your own mean joke here.) 
Super-cheap micro-car devoid of excitement, but decent value. 



^ YRX sedan 4dr auto 4sp 1 .5i $21 ,790 YRS sedan 4dr man 5sp 1 .5i $1 8,1 90 

YRS hatchback 3dr/5dr man 5sp 1.5i $16,890/$ 17,390 YR hatchback 5dr man 5sp 1.5i $15,690 


ANCAP Also try: Ford Fiesta, Hyundai 120 



The RAV4 has grown up and put some slippers on. It’s comfortable 
and competent, but nowhere near as funky as it used to be. 

PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE I 


D-1DD MAX RATING 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

GX Sdr man 6sp 2.0i 

$28,690 

Front 

1485 

7.7 

2.0/4 

107 

187 

- 

- 

5/10 

5dr man 5sp l.Oi 

$12,990 

Front 

~i3o"^ 

4.7 

1.0/3 

50 

90 

5/10 

Cruiser Sdr SA 7sp 2. Si 

$47,290 

Four 

1580 

8.6 

2.5/4 

132 

233 

- 

- 

6/10 

SdrCVT l.Oi 

$13,990 

Front 

860 

4.8 

1.0/3 

50 

90 

5/10 

Best! Cruiser Sdr SA 7sp 2.2DT 

$50,790 

Four 

1630 

5.6 

2.2/4 

110 

340 

- 


6/10 


^ANCAP Also try: Mitsubishi Mirage 


MSI 


By not trying too hard, this no-nonsense 
supermini succeeds in being quite good. 



GXL 5dr man 6sp 2.0i $32,690 GXL 5dr man 6sp 2.5i $39,1 90 
GX 5dr man 6sp 2.2DT $35,690 GXL 5dr man 6sp 2.2DT $39,190 Auto/CVT +$2500 


ANCAP Also try: Land Rover Freelander, Subaru Forester, Volvo XC60 

IMiUlHilllkHjiWilil 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

GL hatch Sdr man Ssp 1.4i 

$15,990 

Front 

1025 

5.5 

1.4/4 

70 

130 

- 

- 

5/10 

GL Navigator Sdr man Ssp 1.4i 

$17,490 

Front 

1025 

5.5 

1.4/4 

70 

130 

- 

- 

5/10 

GLX hatch Sdr man Ssp 1.4i 

$21,990 

Front 

1025 

5.5 

1.4/4 

70 

130 

- 

- 

5/10 

Sport hatch Sdr man 6sp 1.6i 

$24,490 

Front 

1060 

6.1 

1.6/4 

100 

160 

8.7 

195 

7/10 



Happy in the hands of both armed militia and farmers from the 
Hunter Valley. One of the most robust off-roaders in the world. 


Try: Ford Fiesta, Hyundai i30, Honda Jazz, Mini 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

GX Sst Sdr SA 6sp 4.SDTT 

$78,165 

Four 

2635 

10.3 

4.5/8 

195 

650 

6/10 

VX Sst Sdr SA 6sp 4.6i 

$95,165 

Four 

2640 

13.6 

4.6/8 

228 

439 

6/10 

Sahara Sst Sdr auto 6sp 4.SDTT 

$119,165 

Four 

2705 

10.3 

4.5/8 

195 

650 

6/10 


S-GROSS 


A jacked-up supermini for people whose only off-roading 
involves mounting kerbs and parking in the supermarket. 



_ VX wagon 8st 5dr SA 4.5DTT $99,990 Sahara wgn 8st 5dr SA 4.6i $1 1 3,990 

GXL wagon 8st 5dr SA 6sp 4.5DTT/4.6i $88,990/$83,990 GXL 70-Series wagon 5dr man 5sp 4.5DT $62,940 


ANCAP Also try: Mitsubishi Pajero, Land Rover Discovery 4, Volvo XC90 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


GL2WDman 5spl.6i 


$22,990 Front 1085 5.8 1.6/4 


-/10 


GLX 2WDCVT1.6i 


$29,990 Front 1125 5.8 1.6/4 


GLXAWD Prestige 1.6i 

e 

Also try: The Swift 


$34,990 Four 1125 5.8 1.6/4 


GL 2WD CVT 1 .6i $25,490 GLX AWD CVT 1 .6i $32,990 


-/io 
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SUBARU-TOYDTA 






TOYOTA-VOLKSWAGEN 


HHTI 

S 

1 1 

FJGROISER 


The iconic hybrid is now more gadgety than ever. Clever, 
clean and economical, but about as fun as pneumonia. 


Say hello to Toyota’s left hook in its growing brand renaissance: 
a funky-retro scrub basher, street trawler and beach cruiser. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

D-1DD MAX 

RATING 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IDDkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Liftback 5dr CVT 1.8i/60kW 

$33,990 

Front 

1365 

3.9 

1.8/4 

73 

142 

10.4 

6/10 

Wagon 5dr auto Ssp 4.0i 

$47,990 

Four 

2000 

11.4 

4.0/6 

200 

380 

6/10 


Liftback5drCVT1.8i/60kW(Navi) $44,990 Front 1365 3.9 1.8/4 73 142 10.4 


6/10 


^Also try: Land Rover Freelander Jeep Wrangler, Range Rover Evoque 


i-TechLiftback5drCVT1.8i/60kW $45,990 Front 1420 3.9 1.8/4 73 142 10.4 


SJ Prius C 5dr CVT 1 .5i/54kW $23,990 Prius C i-Tech 5dr CVT 1 .5i/54kW $26,990 

Prius V 5dr CVT 1 .8i/1 OOkW $35,990 Prius V-iTech 5dr CVT 1 .8i/1 OOkW $46,490 


6/10 


ANCAP Also try; Honda Insight 



The new Corolla is cheaper, nicer to drive and possibly 
the most exciting yet thanks to an injection of 86 DNA. 


The original people hauler (not counting the Euro-only Renault Espace) 
charges into its third decade of production. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

GLi 8st 4dr SA 4sp 2.4i 

$48,990 

Front 

1795 

9.5 

2.4/4 

125 

224 

5/10 

GLX 7st 4dr SA 4sp 2.4i 

$51,990 

Front 

1725 

9.5 

2.4/4 

125 

224 

5/10 

Ultima 7st 4dr SA 6sp 3. Si 

$71,665 

Front 

1930 

10.3 

3.5/6 

202 

340 

5/10 

1^ GLi wagon 8st4drSA6sp 3.5i 

$53,990 GLX wagon 7st 4dr SA 6sp 3.5i $59,408 




PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW NM 0-100 MAX RATING 

Ascent hatch Sdr man 6sp 1.8i $19,990 Front 1275 

7.1 1.8/4 

103 173 - - 8/10 

Levin SX hatch Sdr man 6sp 1.8i $23,990 Front 1275 

7.1 1.8/4 

103 173 - - 8/10 

Levin ZR hatch Sdr man 6sp 1.8i $28,490 Front 1275 

7.1 1.8/4 

103 173 - - 8/10 

Ascent Sport hatchback /sedanSdr man 6sp 1.8i $20,990 Ascent sedan 4dr man 6sp 1.8i $20,990 
Conquest hatch/sedan 4dr man 6sp 1.8i $24,490 Uitima sedan 4dr auto 4sp 2.0i $31,990 


ANCAP Also try; Ford Focus, VW Golf, Mazda3 

CH 


ANCAP Also try; Honda Odyssey, Hyundai iMax 



The product of a Corolla, Camry, and what appears to be an Electrolux 
fridge. Polarising looks, but that’s a good thing from play-it-safe Toyota. 


The Aurion is a large appliance for commuting... and not much else. 
Definitely a fleet car. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

AT-X sedan SA 6sp 3.Si 

$36,490 

Front 

1525 

9.3 

3.5/6 

200 

336 

7.4 

6/10 

Sportivo SX6 sedan SA 6sp 3. Si 

$40,990 

Front 

1555 

9.3 

3.5/6 

200 

336 

7.4 

6/10 

Presara sedan SA 6sp 3. Si 

$49,990 

Front 

1550 

9.3 

3.5/6 

200 

336 

7.4 

6/10 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Build 1 hatch Sdr auto 4sp 2.4i 

$27,990 

Front 

1390 

8.8 

2.4/4 

123 

224 

6/10 

Build 2 hatch Sdr auto 4sp 2.4i 

$30,490 

Front 

1390 

8.8 

2.4/4 

123 

224 

6/10 

Build 3 hatch Sdr auto 4sp 2.4i 

$33,490 

Front 

1390 

8.8 

2.4/4 

123 

224 

6/10 


ANCAP Also try; Kia Soul 


'ij SE sedan 4dr SA 6sp 3.5i $38,990 Sportivo ZR6 sedan 4dr SA 6sp 3.5i $47,990 

Prodigy sedan 4dr SA 6sp 3.5i $41 ,490 


ANCAP Also try; Holden Commodore, Ford Falcon 


VOLKSWAGEN 


The ubiquitous point 'a’ to point 'b’ car for over 30 years. 
But it’s so booooooooooooring. 



PASSAT 


A politician would probably call it Tit for purpose’. It’s genuinely good 
at all the stuff it’s supposed to be good at, especially as a wagon. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 


PRICE 

DRIVE WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

Altise sedan auto 6sp 2. Si 

$30,490 

Front 

1465 

7.8 

2.5/4 

133 

231 

9.3 

5/10 

nSTSI sedan DSG 7sp 1.8T 

$38,990 

Front 1482 

7.2 

1.8/4 

118 

250 

8.5 

7/10 

Atara S sedan auto 6sp 2. Si 

$33,490 

Front 

1505 

7.8 

2.5/4 

135 

235 

9.3 

6/10 

130TDI sedan DSG 6sp 2.0DT 

$44,490 

Front 1580 

5.6 

2.0/4 

120 

380 

8.6 

7/10 

Best! Atara SX auto 6sp 2.Si 

$36,490 

Front 

1505 

7.8 

2.5/4 

135 

235 

9.3 

6/10 

V6 Highline sedan DSG 6sp 3.2i 

$57,490 

Four 1679 

9.7 

3.2/6 

220 

350 

5.5 

6/10 

Atara SL sedan 4drauto 6sp 2.5i $39,990 Hybrid sedan 4dr CVT Isp 2.4i/105kW $34,990 
Hybrid Lux. sedan 4dr CVT Isp 2.4i/105kW $41,490 


CC 130TDi coupe 
Wagon variants +$2000 Aiitrack wago 

4dr DSG 6sp 2.0DT $55,99( 
n 6sp 2.0DT $48,290 

D CC V6 FSi coupe 4dr DSG 6sp 4-Motion 3.6i $65,990 

ANCAP Also try; Vaiium, a giass of warm miik, NyQuii 






^ ANCAP kk^pV^'^^ Also try; Ford Mondeo, Honda Accord Euro, 

Mazda6 






1 


Gruff, tough, unbreakable tradie favourite continues its staid tradition of 
being the first choice around the world for reliability in the rough stuff. 




Probably all the car you’ll ever need in the real world. 

Plays things straighter than ever, but always with a touch of class. 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM O-IOD MAX RATING 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


Workmate man Ssp 2.7i 

$18,990 

Rear 

11 

2.7/4 

116 

240 

- 

6/10 

90TSI hatch Sdr man 6sp 1.4T 

$21,490 

Front 

1209 

5.7 

1.4/4 

90 

200 

9.3 

7/10 

SR Extra Cab man Ssp 3.0DT 

$47,490 

Four 

9.3 

3.0/4 

126 

343 

- 

6/10 

103TSI Highline Sdr DSG 1.4T 

$32,290 

Front 

1265 

5.2 

1.4/4 

103 

250 

8.4 

7/10 

SRS Extra Cab man Ssp 3.0DT 

$51,740 

Four 

9.3 

3.0/4 

126 

343 

- 

6/10 

1 10TDI Highline Sdr DSG 2.0DT 

$34,790 

Front 

1326 

4.9 

2.0/4 

110 

320 

8.6 

8/10 


^ Workmate Single Cab 4WD man 3.0DT $24,490 SR 3.0DT 4x2 Single/Extra Cab $27,990/$33,990 

. E 

90TSI Comfortline man/auto $25,490/$27,990 GTI 6sp man/6sp DSG $41,990/44,490 

SR Single Cab 4WD auto/man 3.0DT $38,240/35,490 SR Extra Cab 4WD man 3.0DT $40,990 SR Extra Cab 4.0i auto $38,490 

\ ANCAP k^kkk^ikkk Also try; Ford Focus, Honda Civic 


(4x4 models) Also try; Mitsubishi Triton, Holden Colorado 


Slightly larger and more expensive than a RAV4; slightly smaller 
and less expensive than a Prado. Market saturation? Check. 



TOUAREG 


If a large SUV can ever be inoffensive, this is it. Shares much with 
an Audi Q7 and Porsche Cayenne, except the price... and image. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

GXSdrSA 5sp3.5i 

$40,990 

Front 

1935 

10.2 

3.5/6 

201 

337 

8 

6/10 

GXSdrSA 5sp3.5i 

$44,990 

AWO 

2005 

10.6 

3.5/6 

201 

337 

8 

6/10 

GXL5dr7st SA Ssp 3. Si 

$49,990 

Front 

1950 

10.2 

3.5/6 

201 

337 

8.2 

6/10 

GXLSdr7st SA Ssp 3.Si 

$53,990 

AWO 

2020 

10.6 

3.5/6 

201 

337 

8.2 

6/10 

Grande Sdr 7st SA Ssp 3. Si 

$63,520 

Front 

1990 

10.4 

3.5/6 

201 

337 

8.2 

6/10 

Grande Sdr 7st SA Ssp 3. Si 

$67,520 

AWO 

2060 

10.6 

3.5/6 

201 

337 

8.2 

6/10 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

1S0TDI SdrSA Ssp 3.0DT 

$63,990 

Four 

2154 

7.2 

3.0/6 

150 

400 

9.0 - 6/10 

V6 TDI Sdr SA Ssp 3.0DTT 

$77,990 

Four 

2159 

7.4 

3.0/6 

180 

550 

7.8 - 7/10 

1 a- V6TDI 4XMotion wagon Sdr SA Ssp 3.0DTT $82,990 V8 TDI R 

:-Line wagon Sdr SA Ssp 4.2DT $1 1 2,990 | 


ANCAP Also try; Mitsubishi Challenger, Ford Territory, Kia Sportage/Sorento 


' ANCAP Also try; Mercedes ML, Porsche Cayenne, Range Rover Sport, BMW X5 

E 

A baby SUV that’s more of a family car than a rough ’n’ tough off- 
roader. Destined for the school run, and why not? 


Predictably, it’s bigger than a Kluger but smaller than 
a LandCruiser. Well then, who saw that coming? 



n8TSI Sdrman 6sp 1.4TSI 


PRICE 

$28,990 


DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE 
Front 1493 6.9 1.4/4 


KW 

118 



RATING 

7/10 


103TDI Sdrman 6sp 2.0DT 
155TSI 5dr DSG 7sp 2.0T 


$39,990 

$44,990 


Four 1620 
Four 1642 


6.2 

8.8 


2.0/4 

2.0/4 


103 

155 


320 

280 


10.2 

7.3 


7/10 

7/10 


PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IDDkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


1 32TSI Pacific 5dr 2.0TSI man 6sp/SA 6sp $34,490/$36,990 


GX Sst Sdr man 6sp 3.0DT 

$55,990 

Four 

2195 

8.8 

3.0/4 

127 

410 

- 

5/10 

ANCAP k^kkikk^k^ Also try; Land Rover Freelander, Nissan X-Trail 

VX 7st Sdr SA Ssp 4.0i 

$77,520 

Four 

2250 

11.5 

4.0/6 

202 

381 

- 

5/10 


Kakadu 7st Sdr SA Ssp 4.0i 

$91,120 

Four 

2340 

11.5 

4.0/6 

202 

381 

- 

5/10 



J GXL man/SA 3.0DT $61 ,290/$64,290 GXL SA 4.0i $62,720 

VX SA 3.0DT $78,520 Kakadu SA 3.0DT $92,120 GX 7 SA 3.0DT man/SA $55,990/$61,990 


ANCAP Also try; Mitsubishi Pajero, Land Rover Discovery 


FOR MORE REVIEWS. ROAOTESTS. VIOEOS ANO FIRST ORIVES, GO TO TOPGEAR.GOM/AO 










Vee-Dub’s new Amarok delivers a swift and powerful kick to 
the goolies of the established Japanese ute manufacturers. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IGGkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Dual cab man 6sp 2.0DT 

$32,590 

Rear 

1861 

7.4 

2.0/4 

90 

340 

- 

5/10 

Trendline dual cab man 6sp 2.0D' 

r $45,990 

Four 

2020 

7.9 

2.0/4 

120 

400 

- 

6/10 

Ultimate dual cab man 6sp 2.0DT 

- $59,990 

Four 

2098 

7.9 

2.0/4 

120 

400 

- 

7/10 


Highline dual cab 4dr man 6sp 2.0DT $50,990 Dual cab 4dr man 6sp 4Motion 2.0DT $42,990 


Cab chassis models 


ANCAP Also try; Toyota HiLux, Isuzu D-Max, Holden Colorado, Mitusbishi Triton, Nissan Navara 


It’s the Golfs Mini-Me - safe and solid, and peppier than you might think. 















PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

Trendline hatch 3dr man 5sp 1.4i 

$16,290 

Front 

1033 

6.1 

1.4/4 

63 

132 

12.1 

- 

8/10 

81TSI Comfortline man 5sp 1.2T 

$18,290 

Front 

1048 

5.5 

1.2/4 

77 

175 

9.7 

- 

8/10 

GTI hatch 5dr 6sp man 

$27,490 

Front 

1234 

6.1 

1.8/4 

141 

320 

6.7 

220 

8/10 


ANCAP (5dr) Also try: Ford Fiesta, Mazda 2, Renault Clio 


Imagine a Golf GTI. Now imagine it has a sexier, more athletic cousin. 
You’ve imagined the Scirocco. Possibly the most complete car you can buy. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

R coupe 3dr man 6sp 2.0T 

1 - 

$47,990 

Front 

1351 

8.1 

2.0/4 

188 

330 

6.2 

9/10 


Also try: RenaultSport Megane , VW Golf R 



Basically a Golf with a boot, so it’s eminently reliable and practical. 
With the 2.0T from the MkV Golf GTi, it’s plenty quick enough, too. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE 

KW NM 0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

n 8 TSI sedan man 6sp 1 .4T 

$24,990 

Front 

1317 6.5 1.4/4 

118 240 8.3 

- 

6/10 

1 18 TSI Highline sedan DSG 2.0T 

$33,290 

Front 

1337 7.9 2.0/4 

118 240 8.3 

- 

6/10 

^ 1 1 8 TSI Comfortline sedan 4dr DSG 7sp 1 .4T $29,240 

103 TDI Highline sedan 4dr DSG 6sp 2.0DT $35,790 


IJanCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try; Suzuki Kizashi, MazdaS 


BEETLE 


A sportier Beetle? Does that make this a Cockroach? Never mind, the 
retro VW now has driver appeal to go with its designer bodywork. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX RATING 

Beetle man 6sp 1.4TS 

$30,290 

Front 

1292 6.8 

1.4/4 

118 

240 

8.3 - 7/10 


ANCAP Also try; Mini, Fiat 500, Hyundai Veloster, VW Golf 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

T4 Kinetic sedan 6sp 1.6T 

$49,990 

Front 

1495 

7.4 

1.6/4 

132 

240 

9.0 

225 

7/10 

D4 Kinetic sedan 8sp 2.0D 

$56,890 

Front 

1614 

4.2 

2.0/4 

133 

400 

7.4 

230 

7/10 

T5 Luxury sedan 8sp 2.0T 

$59,890 

Front 

1602 

6.4 

2.0/4 

177 

320 

6.3 

230 

8/10 

T6 R-Design sedan 6sp 3.0T 

$71,990 

Four 

1684 

10.2 

3.0/6 

242 

480 

5.7 

250 

8/10 

Polestar sedan 6sp 3.0T 

$99,950 

Four 

1684 

10.2 

3.0/6 

257 

500 

3.9 

250 

8/10 


T4 Luxury 4dr 6sp 1 .6T $54,990; D4 Luxury 4dr 6sp 2.0D $60,990; T5 R-Design 4dr 6sp 2.0T $58,990 


I YjANCAP Also tr y; Audi A4, BMW 3 Series, Mercedes C-Class 


The Swedes have decided to take on the Germans in the premium 
hatch market - and it seems they’ve done so quite convincingly. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

D2 Kinetic wagon 6sp 1 .6D 

$36,990 

Front 

1402 

4.2 

1.6/4 

84 

270 

12.1 

190 

7/10 

D4 Kinetic wagon 6sp 2.0D 

$42,490 

Front 

1508 

5.3 

2.0/5 

130 

400 

8.3 

215 

7/10 

T4 Kinetic wagon 6sp 2.0T 

$41,990 

Front 

1462 

7.6 

2.0/5 

132 

300 

7.9 

220 

7/10 

T5 R-Design wagon 6sp 2.5T 

$49,990 

Front 

1468 

8.1 

2.5/5 

187 

360 

6.1 

250 

7/10 


^ D4 Kinetic (M) 5dr 6sp 2.0D $40,490; D4 Luxury 5dr 6sp 2.0D $45,990; 

T4 Luxury 5dr 6sp 2.0T $45,990 


ANCAP Also try; Audi A3, BMW 1 Series, VW Golf, Mercedes A-Class 





Volvo likes the XC formula so much, it’s applying it to almost every 
model in the range. This one’s for compact outdoor types. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

D4 Luxury wagon 6sp 2.0D 

$47,990 

Front 

1561 

5.3 

2.0/5 

130 

400 

5.3 

210 

7/10 

T5 Luxury wagon 6sp 2.5T 

$52,990 

Four 

1588 

8.4 

2.5/5 

187 

360 

8.4 

210 

7/10 


BMW XI, Mercedes-Benz GLA-Class 


Take S60, add wagon rear end. So it’s all the perks of the 
sedan version with a bit more space in the back. T’riffic! 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

D4 Kinetic wagon 8sp 2.0D 

$57,890 

Front 

1663 

4.5 

2.0/4 

133 

400 

7.6 

225 

7/10 

T5 Kinetic wagon 8p 2.0T 

$55,890 

Front 

1649 

6.8 

2.0/4 

180 

350 

6.4 

230 

7/10 

T6 R-Design wagon 6sp 3.0T 

$72,990 

Four 

1747 

10.3 

3.0/6 

242 

480 

5.8 

250 

7/10 


^ ANCAP AIso try; Audi A4, BMW 3 Series and Mercedes C-Class wagons 



A posh sedan for people who don’t want to buy German. 
It’s comfy and well-finished, but zero fun. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

T6 Luxury sedan 6sp 3.0T 

$84,990 

Four 

1786 

10.0 

3.0/6 

224 

440 

6.4 

250 

5/10 


Also try: Audi A6, Mercedes E-Class, BMW 5 Series 


Coupe-convertible with clever three-piece roof. Optimum 
speed is 'going very slowly’, but at least it looks all right. 




PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 MAX 

RATING 

T5 S convertible 6sp 2.5T 

$61,990 

Front 

1679 9.8 

2.5/5 

169 

320 

8 235 

6/10 


Also try; Audi A4 Cabrio, BMW 3 Series convertible 



Small SUV stuffed with health and safety kit. In fact, it should probably 
come in fluoro yellow, with a loud hailer and whiney voice as standard. 





PRICE DRIVE WEIGHT L/IOOkm ENGINE KW NM D-1DD MAX RATING 


D4 Kinetic wagon 8sp 2.0D 

$59,890 

Front 

1748 

4.9 

2.0/4 

133 

400 

10.3 

195 

6/10 

D5 Luxury wagon 6sp 2.5 D 

$69,990 

Four 

1819 

6.9 

2.5/5 

158 

440 

8.3 

205 

6/10 

T5 Kinetic wagon 8sp 2.0D 

$57,890 

Front 

1766 

8.7 

2.0/4 

180 

350 

7 

210 

6/10 

T6 Luxury wagon 6sp 3.0T 

$74,990 

Four 

1846 

10.5 

3.0/6 

224 

440 

6.9 

210 

6/10 


^ D4 Luxury 5dr 8sp 2.0D $64,890; D5 R-Design 5dr 6sp 2.5D $73,990 (D5 R-Design is 169kW/470Nm); 

T5 Luxury 5dr 8sp 2.0T $62,890; T6 R-Design 5dr 6sp 3.0T $78,990 


f ANCAP Also try; Land Rover Freelander, BMW X3, Audi Q5 



Close your eyes and think of a Volvo. This is what pops into your mind 
- the 2Tst century incarnation of the classic, practical, big wagon. 



PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

D5 Kinetic wagon 6sp 2.5D 

$59,990 

Four 

1890 

6.9 

2.5/5 

158 

440 

6.9 

205 

5/10 

T6 Luxury wagon 6sp 3.0T 

$69,990 

Four 

1870 

10.2 

3.0/6 

224 

440 

7.4 

210 

5/10 


a D5 Luxury 5dr 6sp 2.5D $64,99^ 


Also try: Subaru Outback, VW Passat Alltrack 



Entirely new generation SUV aims to tackle the Euro-brand big boys - 
and comes with the tech, and the pricetag, to prove it. 


PRICE 

DRIVE 

WEIGHT 

L/IOOkm 

ENGINE 

KW 

NM 

0-100 

MAX 

RATING 

D5 Momentum 8sp auto 

$89,950 

Four 

1970 

6.2 

2.0/4 

165 

470 

7.8 

220 

8/10 

T6 Inscription 8sp auto 

$100,950 

Four 

1965 

8.5 

2.0/4 

235 

400 

6.5 

230 

8/10 

T8 R-Design Hybrid 8sp auto 

$89,950 

Four 

2296 

2.1 

2.0/4 

235 

400 

7.8 

230 

8/10 


Momentum, Inscription and R-Design variants for D5 Diesel and T6 Petrol engines 


ANCAP ☆☆☆☆☆ Also try; BMW X5, Audi Q7, Mercedes GLE 
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LANCE STROLL 


MONZA, ITALY 


MAY 30, 2015 


Flippiii* heck! 

IF ONLY THESE FORMULA 3 KIDDIES COULD 
LEARN TO PLAY NICELY TOGETHER... 


BUT WAIT. 
THERE’S MORE... 



his year’s Euro F3 round at 
Monza was already a erash-fest 
when Canadian teenager Lanee 
Stroll, a rising star in the Ferrari 
Driver Aeademy, tangled wheels 
at the ultra-high-speed Curva Grande with 
Italian young gun and eurrent ehampionship 
leader, Antonio Giovanazzi. 

Fighting over fifth plaee in the seeond of 
three raees run over the weekend. Stroll was 
launehed into a series of barrel rolls and a 
heart-stopping end-over-end flip, finally eoming 
to rest in the gravel trap on the outside of the 
eorner, severely shaken, but not hurt. 

The seary thing is he eould so easily have 
landed on the nearby Armeo barrier with even 
more serious results, but thankfully his Dallara 
ehassis remained 100 per eent intaet. 

Raee stewards, and head of the FIA Single 
Seater Commission, (former Ferrari FI team 
ehief) Stefano Domenieali took a dim view of 



proeeedings and deemed Stroll to be at fault, 
having erowded Giovanazzi to the outside of the 
traek. Amazingly Stroll’s Prema Powerteam 
teehs were able to re-build his ear, although he 
was ordered to start from 
pit-lane for the next raee. 

Event direetor Nils 
Wittieh ealled all drivers to 
an impromptu 'briefing’ 
after the raee, where they ^ 
were eneouraged to lift their ' ^ 
game and stop being sueh 
erazy kids. But obviously too 
mueh red eordial was again 
eonsumed, and the final race 
was red-flagged after just eight 
laps due to several wildly 
optimistic overtaking 
manoeuvres, more off-track 
excursions, and general pushing 
and shoving. Go fellas... 



Curitiba, Brasil 


Having suffered a mechanical issue, 
Stock Car Brazil front-runner Thiago 
Camilo had pulled his Chevrolet 
Sonic off the racing line on the main 
straight. Then Felipe Fraga and his 
Peugeot 408 arrive. 




VERDICT 

A spectacular crash which demonstrates the speed at which things can go so very 
wrong in an open wheel race car, and the overwhelming power of testosterone 


BONUS NUTTER 


Two time MotoGP champ Casey 
Stoner was leading this year’s Suzuka 8 
Hour motorcycle endurance race when 
just after the first hour his throttle 
stuck partially open on the 
right-hander before the 
hairpin. Uh-oh. 


162 


They don’t muck around in Sturgis, Kentucky. At this year’s ‘Off-Road Blowout’ old mate in 
his custom Polaris RZR went all out for a big finish. Mission accomplished... 

SEPTEMBER 2015 ^topgear.com 






PR0XEST1 SPORT 

Nothing improves performance like the tyres you tit 
The Proxes T1 Sporl are developed lo deliver the most out of 
your performance sedan or coupe. With highly-precise 
steering and incredible stopping power you It handle 
every corner Like a pro. and with low tread noise, 
you U hear your engine roar, not your tyres. 

Learn more at toyotires.com.au. 




ASTRON. 

THE WORLD’S FIRST 
GPS SOLAR WATCH. 


In 2012 we made history with Astron, the world's first GPS solar watch. 

Using just the power of light, Astron adjusts to every time zone on earth at the touch of a button 
In 2014 we took Astron even further, introducing a full-function GPS solar chronograph. 

Now with dual time display, Astron is simply the world's finest GPS solar watch. 


ASTRON 


GPS 

W SOLAR 



*lf there are changes in the region /time zone, manual time zone selection may be required. 


DEDICATED TO PERFECTION 


seiko.com.au 


7H0I 


